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Hello and welcome  
to African Pride.
We are excited to share with you our 
extensive knowledge and experience 
of Africa & the Indian Ocean, to help 
to tailor your own memorable holiday. 

At African Pride there is a great 
passion for the African continent 
and for many it has become the focus 
of a whole career. Personally, it is a 
privilege to lead such a caring and 
committed team who are enthusiastic 
to work with you to create lifelong 
memories from your holiday. 

In 2020 we will proudly celebrate 
turning 21 years old. During this time, 
we have built great relationships 
with all our partners and suppliers 
throughout Africa. Their warm 
hospitality and passion to show you 
their world, coupled with our team’s 
incredible gift of understanding 
which hotels, lodges and experiences 
will work best for your personal 
preferences, is where the secret lies.

I do hope that you enjoy our brochure 
and that we can share our love for this 
wonderful continent.

Liz Hall
Managing Director

SOUTH AFRICA

Majestic scenery, beautiful 
coastlines, game viewing in iconic 
reserves like the Kruger and 
Madikwe, exceptional food and 
wine, vibrant cities and warm, 
friendly people – in short, ‘A World 
in One Country’.

BOTSWANA

A true wilderness, its unique 
landscapes, from the watery 
Okavango Delta to the dusty 
Kalahari, are matched by the equally 
unique wildlife and experiences.

ST HELENA

A tiny island that packs a big punch 
– a nature lover’s paradise with 
island hikes, coastal adventures, 
friendly locals and historic 
connections.

NAMIBIA

A land of epic road trips, wild and 
rugged coasts, deep canyons, desert 
adapted wildlife and towering sand 
dunes set in one of the oldest deserts 
in the world.

TANZANIA

A country of icons, from the highest 
point on the African continent to 
the vast plains of the Serengeti, with 
castaway islands and spectacular 
wildlife experiences.

KENYA

A cultural melting pot with colourful 
and ancient tribes and traditions, 
a vibrant city, great migrations of 
whales and wildebeest, exceptional 
wildlife and views that take your 
breath away.

ZIMBABWE

An ancient land with a wealth of 
spectacular scenery, granite hills 
with giant boulders, wonderful 
wildlife, a mighty river and the 
phenomenal Victoria Falls.

ZAMBIA

See nature at its absolute finest, 
explore vast areas of pristine 
wilderness where the wildlife 
roams free, watch the sun set over 
shimmering rivers or a world-
famous waterfall.  

MALAWI

From mountain peaks and plateaus 
to sandy beaches on the shores of a 
beautiful lake, with scenic wildlife 
reserves, rivers and tea plantations 
in between.

RWANDA

The ‘Land of a Thousand Hills’ has 
an inspirational story, an energetic 
city, wildlife, lakes, beautiful 
scenery, chimpanzees in the 
rainforest and gorillas in the misty 
mountains.
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UGANDA

Visit to see the mountain gorillas, 
but stay to explore the rest – 
incredible wildlife, a park that 
straddles the equator, lakes that 
teem with birdlife and a dramatic 
waterfall on the River Nile.

MOZAMBIQUE

A beautiful country with wild, sandy 
dunes, beaches that line the Indian 
Ocean coast and castaway islands 
set in clear turquoise waters.

MADAGASCAR

The world’s 4th largest island, 
unchanged by time, with landscapes, 
flora and fauna found nowhere 
else on earth – including over one 
hundred species of lemur.

MAURITIUS

Sandy beaches, turquoise waters, 
mountain and marine adventures, 
challenging golf courses and an 
exceptional range of world-class hotels 
and resorts all on one friendly island.

SEYCHELLES

Beautiful sandy beaches that regularly 
feature in ‘Top 10’ listings, exotic 
Creole cuisine, boutique resorts, 
forested hills and private island 
hideaways – an escapist’s dream.
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Choosing a holiday to Africa may be the realisation of a lifelong 
dream, a celebration of a milestone birthday, anniversary or 
honeymoon, the chance to explore somewhere else on a bucket 
list, or revisit somewhere that reinvigorates and rejuvenates the 
soul. Whichever it is, we’re sure the experiences and memories 
that are unique to a holiday in Africa won’t disappoint.

We apply our extensive knowledge and enthusiasm to craft 
personalised itineraries to deliver the ideal holiday to Africa. 
We believe its mix of scenery, people, accommodation, food and 
of course nature, provide the visitor with something unique, 
almost spiritual. 

HOW TO CHOOSE WHERE TO GO?
The choice is vast and covers all tastes. The ever-popular 
wonders of South Africa always inspire. Botswana with its 
exceptional wilderness game experience is beyond compare. 
Victoria Falls never fails to amaze in all its glory. The sweeping 
vistas and sheer numbers of wildlife in Kenya and Tanzania 
always captivate. And everywhere in between from the endless 
skies of Namibia to the pristine coasts of Mozambique, the 
warmth and diversity of Zimbabwe to the unique wildlife of 
Madagascar, the laid- back beach life of the Seychelles and 
Mauritius. All have something to offer both the first-time visitor 
and the experienced safari hand. Our friendly team will use all 
their expertise to help you choose wisely.

KNOWLEDGE & EXPERIENCE 
Your choice of holiday and safari to Africa & the Indian Ocean 
will be just that – unique to you. Using our extensive knowledge, 
experience and passion for Africa built up over many years, we 
are perfectly placed to tailor your perfect holiday. Our team 

visits Africa many times each year, ensuring that our knowledge 
is always up to date on our long-established favourites and 
the newer entrants offering a different look and feel. We 
have won awards – for the quality of the product we offer, the 
personalised service we deliver and are highly respected for the 
knowledge we share.

TAILOR MADE FOR YOU
All of our holidays are personally designed for you. In doing 
so, most of our itineraries allow you to choose your standard 
of hotel, guest house or lodge, and to mix and match from our 
selected properties as you prefer. We will use our experience 
and impartiality to craft a holiday that suits you perfectly. To 
do this well, we like to talk to you or your travel agent in depth, 
to fully understand what you want from your holiday, what you 
like and what your preferences and expectations are. 

DELIVERING THE BEST VALUE FOR MONEY
You will see no prices in this brochure. While we appreciate it 
is useful to understand if a holiday is within your budget, prices 
change all the time with exchange rates, special offers from 
accommodation, airline offers and other factors. On the day we 
start to prepare your holiday, we will use the latest deals and 
offers available to provide you with the very best price for your 
holiday. This ensures that you are getting the very best value 
for money. We have access to hotel special offers, great airfares 
with leading airlines and are a British Airways Appointed 
Operator. 

“NOTHING BUT BREATHING THE AIR OF AFRICA 
AND ACTUALLY WALKING THROUGH IT, CAN 
COMMUNICATE THE INDESCRIBABLE SENSATIONS.”   
William Burchell. (English explorer & naturalist, 1781 – 1863) 

WHY TRAVEL WITH 
AFRICAN PRIDE?
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TRAVEL SAFELY
We take your safety and security seriously and invest time and 
effort to ensure our properties live up to our quality and safety 
standards. It is important that you are informed on the latest 
situation in the destinations you wish to visit. The Foreign 
& Commonwealth Office (FCO) issues travel advice on 
destinations, which includes information on passports, visas, 
health, safety and security. We urge you to visit their website 
www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice before deciding to book 
and travel. While you are on holiday, we offer a 24/7 helpline, 
should the need arise.

YOUR PEACE OF MIND
All holidays with flights are ATOL protected by the Civil 
Aviation Authority (CAA) under ATOL number 11344 for 
which you will receive an ATOL Certificate when you book. 
This is an important document and should be kept with you 
at all times until your return to the UK. Any holiday booked 
without a flight is protected by our membership of ABTA 
W156X and as a member, we adhere to its Code of Conduct 
and maintain the highest standard of service to you and our 
travel agent partners.

 
 

THE AFRICAN PRIDE ASSURANCE OF QUALITY
We are members of the Association of Independent Tour 
Operators which represents Britain’s leading independent 
tour operators and encourages high standards of quality and 
service. We abide by the Association’s Code of Conduct and 
adhere to the AITO Quality Charter which may be viewed at 
www.aito.com or from AITO on 0208 744 9280.
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HEAR WHAT OUR CLIENTS SAY…

“Well, still in a state of total joy actually – what a trip!”

“One word – fantastic! Thank you again for organising a 
trip of a lifetime.”

“Just to let you know that we had a wonderful holiday. 
Lovely hotels, excellent service, great rooms, and we shall 
have enduring memories of our proximity to so many 
animals. Thank you; everything worked perfectly.”
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THE GREATEST  
SHOWS ON EARTH
Africa never ceases to amaze and inspire, with wildlife spectacles, 
encounters and experiences creating memories to last a lifetime. 

THE BIG 5 IN THE WILD
Seeing these incredible, and increasingly endangered, animals 
in their natural habitat is hard to beat. It’s an experience 
that’s guaranteed to excite all the senses – listen to a lion’s 
deep, thrumming roar; watch a leopard stalk its prey and drag 
it up a tree for safekeeping; smell the unmistakable odour of 
an elephant in musth. In nature, nothing is ever guaranteed, 
but we have travelled extensively, we know which parks and 
reserves offer the best experiences and we’re happy to share 
our knowledge and passion for safari.

THE GREAT MIGRATION
Head to the Masai Mara or the Serengeti where the stage is set 
for this spectacle. It’s an ongoing cycle, hundreds of thousands 
of wildebeest and zebra following the rains to pastures new. 
Where you’ll find them depends on the rain, and that can be 
unpredictable, but our years of experience will help steer you 
in the right direction. 

WHALE WATCHING
Whales migrate each year to the waters off South Africa, 
Kenya, Mozambique, Madagascar and Mauritius. You can see 
them from the sea, from the air and even from dry land – South 
Africa offers some of the best land-based whale watching in the 
world. We’ll share our tips on when to go and where to stay – 
in some of our hotels and lodges, you can even spot the whales 
from the comfort of your room. 

SIT WITH MOUNTAIN GORILLAS
Head to Rwanda or Uganda for this unique experience. Trek 
through the rainforest until you reach your gorilla family where 
you’ll spend the most memorable hour in the presence of these 
remarkable and endangered primates. It’s incredible how 
closely their behaviour mirrors our own. 

ENCOUNTER LEMURS
To see these engaging primates in their natural habitat it has 
to be Madagascar. Over a hundred lemur species exist only on 
the island. They can be found in many of the national parks and 
reserves and come in all shapes and sizes, from the largest Indri 
lemurs who can reach the size of a small child to the tiny mouse 
lemurs, the smallest primates in the world.

VICTORIA FALLS
With a curtain of water almost two kilometres wide, a drop of 
one hundred metres and spray that can be seen for miles, it’s no 
wonder that Victoria Falls is one of the seven Natural Wonders 
of the World. For the best of both worlds, we recommend you 
visit the Falls from both Zambia and Zimbabwe. 

KILIMANJARO
The highest mountain in Africa and an adventure that sits at the 
top of many bucket lists. It’s a tough climb to the summit but as 
the sun rises and the views unfold, you’d be forgiven for thinking 
you were on top of the world.
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SPECIALIST SAFARIS & 
UNIQUE EXPERIENCES
Africa offers the most incredible, all-round safari experiences but if you have 
an interest in a particular species, a conservation experience or an activity 
that you want to explore in more depth, it delivers that too. 

BIRDING SAFARIS
Africa’s birdlife is extraordinary. Migrant bird species arrive 
in the southern hemisphere from November to March. As 
this is traditionally the rainy season, lodges can be quieter 
and prices lower too. Head to Zambia’s South Luangwa 
National Park in August and September to see the colourful 
Carmine bee-eaters as they return in their thousands to breed 
in nest tunnels built into riverbanks. The variety of birds in 
Botswana’s Okavango Delta is phenomenal with a sighting 
of the Pel’s fishing owl high on most visitors' wish lists. The 
Shoebill, with its pre-historic looks, can be found in Zambia’s 
remote Bangweulu Swamps or in areas of Uganda’s Queen 
Elizabeth National Park. The Caprivi Strip in Namibia, 
Uganda’s Kazinga Channel, Lake Manyara in Tanzania 
and the St Lucia wetlands in South Africa’s KwaZulu-Natal 
region are all significant areas for birding, and there are many 
more. Even with a relatively small number of bird species, 
Madagascar offers a unique experience as 110 of them are 
endemic to the island. 

WALKING SAFARIS
Getting close to Africa’s wildlife on foot is a thrilling 
experience. Many lodges offer the opportunity to head out 
with their experienced walking guides but for a more in depth 
experience, consider a walking safari in Zambia. Stay in 
bush camps or mobile fly-camps and explore areas that are 
often only accessible by foot. Hear the most intimate sounds 
of the bush without the interruption of engines and see the 
smaller details that you miss from a vehicle. In Tanzania, our 
walking safaris cover areas of Ruaha National Park that are 

wild and untouched where you feel what it’s like to explore 
the unknown. In South Africa, we offer a group walking tour 
taking in some of the country’s most impressive scenery, 
from the aptly named Panorama Route to the spectacular 
Drakensberg Mountains.

MOUNTAIN CLIMBS
Kilimanjaro is the obvious choice and we partner with 
reputable operators to help guide you to the summit. Climbers 
could also consider Mount Kenya, or if a leisure hike is more 
your style, Table Mountain, with a nature guide, would be a 
good place to start.

CONSERVATION SAFARIS
Many of our lodges exist to support conservation projects 
in their local areas, from providing local villages with food, 
education and employment to conservation efforts and the 
battle against poaching. By visiting the lodges you are already 
contributing to this vital work and it’s often possible to visit 
the community projects while you’re there. Other projects are 
worth building into your trips. Take the AfriCat Foundation 
in Namibia, where the long-term aim is the conservation 
of Namibia’s large carnivores. Or the Born Free Big Cat 
Sanctuaries in Shamwari Game Reserve, where lions and 
leopards, rescued from captivity, feel African soil under their 
paws for the first time. Phinda Reserve in KwaZulu-Natal is 
carrying out pioneering conservation work with the highly 
endangered pangolin, in Namibia’s Damaraland meet with 
Save the Rhino Trust or visit the Painted Dog Conservation 
Centre in Hwange, Zimbabwe. 
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GOLF SAFARIS
South Africa has a wide variety of exceptional courses all 
offering their own unique set of challenges. Golf enthusiasts 
should speak to us about the special golf journeys offered by 
Rovos Rail with the opportunity to play on 5 courses. Mauritius 
has a variety of excellent courses too.

CAMEL TREKS
Camel trains have long been used as a form of transport. In the 
hills and valleys of northern Kenya we offer a specialist camel 
safari, where the camel train is the only traffic for miles.  
Walk with a Maasai tracker and camels who will carry the 

day’s refreshments. A camel pack will follow, carrying your 
camp to it’s next remote site. A wonderful way to explore the 
wilderness.

UNIQUE EXPERIENCES
Ever wanted to kiss a giraffe? Or fly over the Serengeti in a hot 
air balloon? Africa excels in unique, one-of-a-kind experiences. 
Whether it’s an early morning walk to a spot in the desert to 
sit and wait for the meerkats to emerge for the day, walking 
with elephants or sleeping under the stars, our experienced 
consultants can ensure your holiday is full of memorable 
experiences that will last a lifetime.



HOW TO GET AROUND
There are many different ways to travel around Africa. Whether you prefer to drive 
yourself, be driven, fly from A to B or travel with a small group of like-minded 
people, we will create something to suit your requirements.

SELF-DRIVE
Experience the joy of the open road 
and the freedom to stop when and 
wherever you want. We will book your 
accommodation in advance leaving you 
free to enjoy the scenery. South Africa 
and Namibia are great countries for road 
trips.

SMALL GROUP TOUR
Travel with a small group and a driver-
guide who knows the roads and can 
bring the destinations to life. Enjoy 
sociable evenings with your fellow 
travellers. We offer tours in South 
Africa, Namibia, Botswana, Kenya, 
Tanzania, Rwanda and Uganda.

FLY-IN
The quickest way to travel around and 
see multiple areas, especially when 
distances involved are vast. You can 
often leave one camp after breakfast 
and arrive in your next in time for 
lunch. Flights will most often be on light 
aircraft and the birds-eye views add to 
the experience.

ROAD & AIR
The best of both worlds! Some 
countries, like Namibia, South Africa 
and Madagascar, lend themselves to 
this combination, travelling by road to 
appreciate the country and fabulous 
landscapes and flying into the more 
remote areas.

PRIVATE GUIDED SAFARI
Head off with a private guide, who in 
some cases will also double as your 
driver. This is our recommended way 
to experience Tanzania, Madagascar, 
Rwanda and Uganda where there is 
much to see. If you’d rather have the 
benefit of a guide in other countries, 
we can arrange driver-guides in most 
destinations.

OVERLAND TOUR
A real introduction to Africa, these 
tours are adventurous, exploring with 
like-minded travellers in a purpose-built 
vehicle. Most are available with camping 
or accommodated options and can be a 
great way to see multiple countries.

CLASSIC TOURS
In each destination you will see our 
Classic tours – these are in our opinion 
great tours for a first time visitor as they 
showcase each country and visit some of 
the major attractions. 

EXPLORER TOURS
These tours delve deeper into our 
destinations, a little further off the 
beaten track or to areas that are less 
visited but equally as special.

ADVENTURE TOURS
These tours include an element of 
adventure – it could be walking, or a 
mobile safari where you spend some 
nights under canvas. 

All our tours are tailor-made and can 
be personalised for your requirements. 
We have included many suggestions 
throughout our brochure and will 
happily make recommendations, based 
on your preferences and our personal 
experiences.
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WHAT TO EXPECT ON SAFARI
‘Safari’ is the Swahili word for ‘journey’. A safari holiday is a journey of discovery, from the 
moment you set foot on African soil to the moment you leave. Every experience will be unique, 
no two wildlife sightings will be the same. If you are about to embark on your first safari (or 
even if you’ve been before), here are our tips on what to expect.

EARLY MORNINGS. There’s no avoiding 
them, it’s the coolest part of the day 
and animals, especially the nocturnal 
hunters, will be on the move, before it 
gets too hot. Typical safari days start 
with a wake up call, expect it to be 
around 05.00hrs - 05.30hrs. Typically, 
you’ll have 2 game drives a day, lasting 
anything from 2-4 hours depending on 
what you see. The second game drive 
goes out in the afternoon, as the heat of 
the day fades and animals begin to stir, 
returning to camp in time for dinner.

WRAP UP WARM. Early mornings (and 
evenings) can be chilly, but it will soon 
warm up as the sun rises, so we suggest 
you take plenty of layers. It’s handy to 
be able to layer up or down as required. 
There’s no need to be head-to-foot in 
khaki, but we do recommend comfy 
clothes in neutral colours. We provide a 
helpful packing list with all our holidays.

BUMPY ROADS. You’ll often be driving 
on dirt tracks, and on private reserves 
and conservancies you might enjoy some 
great off-roading – all part of the fun.

BE PATIENT. There may be long periods 
of time where you’ll be scanning the 
landscape for the next sighting, but 
you’ll be rewarded. Your ranger will help 
you to experience everything there is, it’s 
more than just the Big 5.

FEEL THE EXCITEMENT. Expect an 
adrenalin rush as a leopard casually 
pads past your vehicle or a lion yawns 
revealing his teeth. This is nature at 
its rawest, sometimes it can shock, 
sometimes it’s heart-warming. It’s all 
part of the experience.

BE PREPARED. Take a light waterproof 
jacket for an unexpected shower,  always 
have spare camera batteries and expect 
the unexpected, anything can happen!

DON’T EXPECT TO HAVE IT ALL TO 

YOURSELF. Other people will be 
enjoying similar wildlife experiences, 
however in the private reserves the 
number of vehicles at each sighting is 
well controlled.

LISTEN TO YOUR RANGER.  
They are highly trained in animal 
behaviour and understand the 
environment. They are there to give you 
the very best experience, safely. They 
need to know that you will respect the 
environment and listen to their safety 
briefings. Trust them too when they 
whisk you away from the baboons you 
were watching – they know the baboons 
will be there tomorrow, but that pride 
of lions they’ve just heard might be a 
one-off.

CONNECT WITH NATURE.  
We find that for the brief period of 
time you are on safari, you are 100% 
connected with the wildlife around you 
and very engaged in the present moment, 
a privilege in our modern world.

Beautiful sunrises and sunsets, 
spectacular wildlife and memorable 
experiences to last a lifetime. 

This is Africa.

Safari / What to Expect  |  11

SAFARI GLOSSARY
 
Some safari terms you may find 
useful.

‘The Big 5’ – lion, leopard, rhino, 
elephant and buffalo. There’s also 
the Big 7, the Little 5 – your ranger 
will help you realise that it’s not all 
about the numbers. 

‘The green season’ – also referred 
to as the emerald or secret season, 
the months when the rains breathe 
new life into the bush and animals 
give birth. The vegetation is 
thicker which can make wildlife 
trickier to see, but the landscapes 
are beautiful. It’s a great season for 
bird watchers and prices can often 
be lower too. 

‘Fly camping’ – sleeping under the 
stars in remote locations with not 
much more than a mosquito net, 
it’s about as close to nature as you 
can get.

‘Meru-style tents’ – big enough 
to walk into, with space to move 
around comfortably. Dome tents 
are much smaller and really only 
for sleeping in.
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EXPERIENCE  
MORE AFRICA
With ever-increasing air networks across the African continent, visiting more than 
one country is not only possible but a great idea. Experience vibrant cultures, savour 
authentic foods and enjoy the diverse landscapes and natural wonders. The wildlife 
you’ll encounter in each country varies too. 

CAPE TOWN, VICTORIA FALLS AND THE MASAI MARA – With 
direct flights linking Cape Town to Victoria Falls and Nairobi, 
it’s perfectly possible to tick off 3 bucket list items on one trip. 

THE GREAT MIGRATION AND MOUNTAIN GORILLAS – There 
are flights from both the Serengeti and the Masai Mara to 
Entebbe, from where you can fly on to Bwindi Forest, home 
of the Mountain Gorillas. Or fly from the Serengeti to Kigali 
in Rwanda and drive up to see the gorillas in the Virunga 
Mountains.

ZAMBIA, ZIMBABWE AND BOTSWANA – These three countries 
join borders close to Victoria Falls, so you could start in 
Botswana’s beautiful Okavango Delta, fly to Chobe National 
Park, continue by road (or air) to Victoria Falls, then finish with 
a few days on safari in Zambia’s South Luangwa Park.

SAFARI AND THE BEACH – A popular combination with 
families and honeymooners alike, there are many options. Our 
favourites include South Africa or Kenya and the Seychelles, 
the Serengeti and Zanzibar, South Africa and Mauritius, the 
Kruger and Mozambique. There is also a direct flight from 
Johannesburg to Madagascar where the beaches and islands 
around Nosy Be await.

Please call to discuss your requirements with our well-travelled 
and knowledgeable consultants.
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SET SAIL
The combination of an African safari and a luxury cruise is an irresistible one. We have partnered with 
some of the best cruise lines currently sailing around the African coast and will tailor-make your land 
arrangements to compliment your cruise experience.

REGENT CRUISES

Cruise out of and back to Cape Town along the Cape of Good 
Hope as far as Namibia and Mozambique on voyages that last 
from 14 to 16 nights. Regent also offer a 22 night cruise from 
Abu Dhabi that visits Oman, the Seychelles, Mauritius and 
Madagascar en route to Cape Town.

Cape Town to Cape Town – Seven Seas Voyager
Departure dates: 8 December 2020, 22 December 2020, 21 
November 2021 and 7 December 2021.
Ports of call: Walvis Bay, Lüderitz*, Port Elizabeth, Durban, 
Maputo, Richards Bay, Mossel Bay 
*7 December 2021 departure does not call at Lüderitz

Abu Dhabi to Cape Town – Seven Seas Voyager
Departure date: 30 October 2021
Ports of call: Fujairah, Muscat, Salalah, Mahé, Praslin, Port 
Louis, Reunion Island, Fort Dauphin, Maputo, Richards Bay, 
Mossel Bay

CUNARD CRUISES

Set sail from Southampton and disembark in Cape Town, or 
vice-versa. The Cunard cruises last between 14 and 17 nights 
depending on your departure date, with plenty of time to enjoy 
the facilities on board. 

Cape Town to Southampton – Queen Mary 2
Departure date: 1 April 2020
Ports of call: Walvis Bay, Tenerife, Madeira

Southampton to Cape Town – Queen Mary 2
Departure date: 10 January 2021
Port of call: Tenerife

Cape Town to Southampton – Queen Victoria
Departure date: 14 April 2021
Ports of call: Walvis Bay, Gran Canaria

CRYSTAL CRUISES

Sail around the islands of the Seychelles on the Crystal Esprit 
luxury yacht – please see page 165 for further information.

Clockwise from below:
Cunard Queen Mary 2, Reunion Island,  

Regent Seven Seas Voyager



SOUTH AFRICA
From the majestic scenery to the beautiful coastline, the 
magnificent game viewing to the lush winelands, haunting 
battlefields and vibrant cities, South Africa and its people can 
truly claim to be ‘A World in One Country’.
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BEST TIME TO TRAVEL

South Africa’s summer months, from December to March/
April are great months to visit Cape Town, the Winelands and 
the Garden Route – you can expect warm, sunny days on the 
whole and limited rainfall. May to October will be cooler (and 
probably wetter) in the Western Cape but it’s drier in the safari 
areas and as the grasses die down it becomes easier to spot the 
wildlife. For whale spotting, the best months tend to be July to 
November; for carpets of spring flowers, we suggest August.

Climate

South Africa’s climate varies depending on where you are in the country 
– we have included temperature and rainfall guides relevant to specific 
areas on the following pages.

Essential Information

Visa – British Citizen Passport Holders do not require a visa
Time difference – GMT+2
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With its breath-taking scenery, unique experiences, incredible 
wildlife and world-class attractions, we firmly believe South 
Africa has something for everyone. We have explored every 
corner so we know just how amazing and diverse it is. We love 
to share our knowledge and passion with anyone planning a 
visit, whether you’re a first time visitor or have been multiple 
times and are looking for something a little bit different. It’s 
also worth remembering that South Africa combines very well 
with some of its neighbours and with the Indian Ocean Islands 
if you prefer to finish on a beach.

Here are some of the highlights which we know you won’t want 
to miss.

CAPE TOWN
Fondly referred to as the ‘Mother City’, Cape Town’s 
attractions are well known, from Table Mountain and Robben 
Island to beaches and historical attractions. There is a real 
cosmopolitan feel and an ever evolving, vibrant and innovative 
restaurant scene – we find new restaurants to recommend 
every time we visit. 

FINE WINES
You can easily spend a few days exploring the vine-clad hills 
of the Winelands – the wine routes are well marked and there 

are plenty of wine estates to stop off at and sample the latest 
vintage. How about pairing wine with chocolate? Or hire a bike 
and cycle through the vineyards. Wine enthusiasts should also 
talk to us about the Overberg where you’ll find lesser known 
wineries with equally as delicious wines. Needless-to-say, there 
are exceptional restaurants too. 

NATIONAL PARKS
Some of the country’s most spectacular scenery can be found 
in the National Parks so it is well worth planning your route to 
include a few. Kruger, Table Mountain and Addo are among the 
more well-known parks, but there are hidden gems too which 
we are happy to recommend.

NATURE & WILDLIFE
There’s no denying that the big draw card for many is the 
wildlife, but why stop at the Big 5 when there is also the Marine 
5, some of the best land-based whale-watching and incredible 
birdlife. If you head to one of our favourite places in the 
Kalahari, you’ll even encounter meerkats – a morning spent in 
the company of these engaging creatures is something you’re 
unlikely to forget. Nature lovers will not be disappointed either, 
there is an abundance of unique habitats, including the Cape 
Floral Kingdom. Visit in spring (August) to see the fynbos 
come alive, a beautiful sight.

SOUTH AFRICA
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ACTION & ADVENTURE
If it’s thrills you’re after, South Africa will deliver. Try zip-
wiring through Tsitsikamma Forest, ride fat bikes across the 
dunes at Walker Bay, snorkel with seals, go kayaking or take to 
the skies for a scenic helicopter ride.

HISTORY, CULTURE & COMMUNITY
From old Cape settlements to Boer and Zulu battlefields, 
thriving townships to sites of ancient Bushman rock art, you’ll 
find much to explore. Our holidays are tailored to match your 
interests with creative tours that will enhance your stay – be 
it in the midst of an historic battlefield in KwaZulu-Natal or 
cooking up a storm on a culinary tour of Cape Town’s Malay 
Quarter. Many people tell us that their engagements with local 
communities were the highlight of their trip – we are happy 
to arrange visits to township communities that we know have 
been thoughtfully and sensitively organised. If you stay in a 
safari lodge, you will be helping to support the local village and 
most lodges will be happy to take you to meet the community, 
if you wish.

SLEEP UNDER THE STARS
If you’ve ever dreamed of sleeping in a treehouse under 
the stars, now is your chance to do it, and in some of the 
most spectacular settings. Many of our safari lodges offer 
the opportunity to spend a night deep in the African bush. 
Typically, you will head out at sunset to your elevated bush 
bedroom, with a proper bed and bathroom facilities, where 
you’ll enjoy a picnic dinner, drinks and a night like no other. 

GETTING AROUND
South Africa is huge and journeys can often be longer than 
they look on a map so we’re here to plan your trip in the most 
efficient way. There are excellent air links to get around quickly, 
luxury trains if you want to travel at a more leisurely pace or 
overland adventures, where you can travel with small groups 
of like-minded people. Self-driving can be a pleasure, there are 
beautiful routes to explore – some of our favourites include the 
Panorama Route in Mpumalanga, Chapman’s Peak just outside 
Cape Town and Route 62, a journey which takes you from the 
Winelands to the Klein Karoo.

Clockwise from top left:  
Protea Flowers, 12 Apostles Mountains, San Rock Art
Opposite page, clockwise from left: 
Plettenberg Bay, Tree House, Leopard
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CLASSIC SOUTH AFRICA
TAILOR-MADE / SELF-DRIVE

Clockwise from top left:  
Cape Town Camps Bay, Garden Route, 

Lions at Kariega Reserve, Rhino

DAY 1 – Arrive in Cape Town and 
transfer to your hotel for a stay of 4 
nights.

DAYS 2-4  – At leisure in Cape Town. 
There’s much to explore in this beautiful 
city. Table Mountain is a must and we 
are sure you’ll want to explore the shops, 
arts and crafts, entertainment and food 
halls at the V&A Waterfront. We have an 
extensive range of day trips (see pages 
28-29 for ideas) which we recommend 
booking in advance.

DAYS 5-6 – We will arrange for a car to 
be delivered to your hotel, then set off 
for a couple of nights in the Winelands. 
Franschhoek is a picturesque village and 
a popular place to stay. Stellenbosch is 
worth exploring and there are numerous 
wine estates to stop off at en route. 
We think the wine tram is a fun way 
to sample the local wines. Drive time 
approx. 1 hour. 

DAYS 7-8 – It’s a scenic drive across the 
Franschhoek Pass through Robertson 
and Montagu to Oudtshoorn for a 2 night 
stay. This little town is famous for its 
ostrich farms and the Cango Caves are 
spectacular. Drive time approx. 4 1/2 hours.

DAYS 9-11  – Cross the Outeniqua 
Pass and head to the coast for your 
drive along the famed Garden Route. 
The coastal drive will take you through 
Wilderness and Knysna to Plettenberg 
Bay for a 3 night stay. There’s plenty to 
do, from nature walks and zip wires in 
Tsitsikamma Forest to whale watching 
boat trips and dinner cruises on the 
Knysna Lagoon. Drive time approx.  
2 1/2 hours.

DAYS 12-14  – Drive to Port Elizabeth, 
drop your car off and we’ll arrange a 
transfer to your Eastern Cape game 
reserve for a wonderful 3 days on safari. 
Drive time approx. 2 1/2  hours

DAY 15  – Enjoy your final game drive 
and breakfast before continuing your 
holiday in Africa or transferring to Port 
Elizabeth for an onward flight.

This is a sample itinerary which can be 
personalised for your requirements. The  
accommodation choices are up to you – we will 
happily make recommendations, based on your 
preferences and our personal experiences.

HIGHLIGHTS    * Cape Town * Winelands * Cango Caves * Garden Route * Plettenberg Bay * Safari
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THE HONEYMOON
TAILOR-MADE / FLY-IN 

Clockwise from right:  
Mauritius, Cape Town, Elephants in the Kruger

DAYS 1-4 – Arrive in Cape Town where 
a private transfer awaits to whisk you 
off to your hotel. Spend 4 nights in the 
city, exploring and enjoying unique 
experiences together. Some of our 
favourite romantic activities include a 
gourmet picnic in a vineyard, watching 
the sun set from Signal Hill and a 
spectacular helicopter ride along the 
coastline. There are of course many 
exceptional restaurants to try too.

DAYS 5-7 – Transfer to the airport for 
the direct flight to the Kruger. Spend 
the next 3 nights on safari in one of the 
world’s premier wildlife destinations. 
There are few sounds more stirring than 
the roar of a lion and seeing giraffes and 

elephants in their natural habitat never 
fails to impress. There are great lodges 
both within the park itself and in the 
adjoining private reserves. Call our team 
of specialists who can recommend the 
lodges best suited to couples and those 
with the best honeymoon offers.

DAY 8 – Enjoy a final morning on safari 
before flying to Johannesburg for an 
overnight stay. We think The Residence 
is a lovely, friendly boutique hotel. 

DAYS 9-13 – Fly to the tropical island of 
Mauritius for 5 nights of pure relaxation 
on an Indian Ocean beach. If you’d 
rather be active there are of course 
plenty of activities, from zip-wiring and 

hiking to boat trips and watersports. 
For a selection of our recommended 
hotels and resorts on the island, please 
see pages 156-161. Mauritius hotels 
often have great honeymoon offers, our 
specialists will be happy to advise.

DAY 14 – Return to the airport for your 
flight home. 

South Africa and Mauritius is one of our 
most popular safari and beach honeymoon 
combinations – other options include 
combining South Africa with the Seychelles or 
an island resort in Mozambique. If Victoria 
Falls is on your bucket list, it’s easy to add in 
a few nights here too. Please call our team for 
recommendations and advice.

HIGHLIGHTS     * Cape Town * Kruger Safari * Mauritius
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CITY LIFE, NATURE  
AND SAFARI
TAILOR-MADE / FLY-IN 

DAYS 1-5 – Arrive in Cape Town for a 5 
night stay. Explore the city at your own 
pace – the hop on/hop off bus is a great 
way to get your bearings. The views from 
Table Mountain, weather permitting, 
are spectacular. We have an extensive 
range of day trips (see pages 28-29 for 
ideas) which we recommend booking in 
advance.

DAYS 6-8  – Take the direct flight from 
Cape Town to Victoria Falls for 3 nights 
on the banks of the Zambezi River. Visit 
the impressive Victoria Falls on foot or  
by air, and we recommend a sundowner 
river cruise.

DAYS 9-11 – Transfer by road to Chobe 
in Botswana for 3 nights on safari. 
The area is famed for its huge herds of 
elephants, particularly in the dry winter 
months when they head to the river to 
drink and cool off. 

DAY 12 – Continue your holiday in 
Africa or transfer to the airport for a 
flight home.

Please speak to our team for their 
recommendations of which hotels and lodges 
work best together.

HIGHLIGHTS     * Cape Town * Victoria Falls * Safari in Botswana

KRUGER & THE LAND  
OF THE GIANTS
TAILOR-MADE / FLY-IN 

DAYS 1-3 – Arrive at Kruger 
Mpumalanga Airport and transfer to 
Hazyview for a 3 night stay. We highly 
recommend a full day trip along the 
Panorama Route for spectacular scenery. 
You’ll see natural sights such as the 
Three Rondavels, God’s Window with 
it’s incredible views and Blyde River 
Canyon, one of the world’s deepest 
canyons.

DAYS 4-6  – Transfer to MalaMala 
Private Game Reserve for 3 nights on 
safari. Enjoy twice-daily game drives in 
an area that we have always found to be 
rich in wildlife – the Sand River flows 
for 13 miles through the reserve, a great 
draw for a wide variety of animals.

DAYS 7-9 – Fly from MalaMala to 
Limpopo Valley Airstrip in Botswana 
and transfer to Mashatu for 3 days 
on safari in the Northern Tuli Game 
Reserve. This is the Land of the Giants, 
with huge baobab trees and elephants. 
We recommend you book some time in 
the photographic hide for close-up views 
of wildlife at the water hole. 

DAY 10 – Continue your holiday in 
Africa or transfer to the airstrip for the 
journey home.

This itinerary can be easily combined with 
Cape Town or Victoria Falls. You can also 
fly directly from Mashatu to Maun for an 
Okavango Delta experience. 

HIGHLIGHTS     

* Panorama Route * Kruger Safari * Mashatu Safari
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FAMILY ADVENTURE
TAILOR-MADE / SELF-DRIVE 

WALKING SAFARI
SMALL GROUP TOUR 

DAYS 1-4 – Arrive in Cape Town 
and spend 4 nights at More Quarters. 
Kids will love a visit to the penguins at 
Boulders Beach. 

DAYS 5-6  – Drive to the Winelands for 
2 nights. Stay at Spier and enjoy picnics 
and a programme of kids’ activities. 
Drive time approx. 50 minutes.

DAYS 7-8 – Drive to Oudtshoorn for 
2 nights at Hlangana Lodge. Visit an 
ostrich farm and the Cango Caves. Drive 
time approx. 5 hours. 

DAYS 9-11 – Drive along the coast to 
Plettenberg and stay 3 nights at Hog 
Hollow. The area’s attractions include 

DAY 1 – Arrive into Johannesburg the 
day before the tour departs.

DAYS 2-3  – Head to Mpumalanga with 
walks to the Mac Mac Falls and into 
Blyde River Canyon.

DAYS 4-5 – A game drive in Kruger 
National Park and an early morning game 
walk with a local ranger. 

DAYS 6-7 – Spend 2 nights in eSwatini, 
with a full day walk through the hills of 
the Malalotja Nature Reserve.

DAYS 8-9 – Travel back into South Africa 
and Zululand for a nature reserve walk 

Monkeyland, the Elephant Sanctuary, 
forest walks and canopy tours, not to 
mention beaches and the pool. Drive 
time approx. 2¾ hours.

DAYS 12-13 – Drive to Shamwari 
Game Reserve for 2 nights on safari at 
Riverdene Lodge. Drive time approx. 3 
hours.

DAY 14 – Continue your African 
adventure or transfer to Port Elizabeth 
airport for an onward flight.

We think these properties work very well for 
families and we are happy to recommend more 
family-friendly activities along the way.

and a visit to Hluhluwe-Imfolozi Game 
Reserve.

DAYS 10-11 – A highlight of the tour – 
KwaZulu-Natal’s famed battlefields. Visit 
the site at Isandlwana and trace the steps 
of the two British fugitives to Buffalo 
River. Finish with a visit to Rorkes Drift. 

DAYS 12-14  – Another highlight –  
2 full days of walking in the Drakensberg 
Mountains. Walk up the Tugela Gorge 
and trek to the top of the Drakensberg 
Amphitheatre – expect incredible views 
(weather permitting).

DAY 15 – Return to Johannesburg.

HIGHLIGHTS     * Cape Town * Victoria Falls * Safari in Botswana

HIGHLIGHTS     

* Panorama Route * Kruger Game Drives * eSwatini * Zululand Battlefields  
* Drakensberg Mountains

TOUR DEPARTS: Selected Saturdays / GROUP SIZE: 4-12

HIGHLIGHTS     

* Cape Town * Penguins & Ostriches * Outdoor Activities * Cango Caves * Safari
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SOUTH AFRICA – THE GRAND TOUR
SMALL GROUP TOUR 

GARDEN ROUTE UNCOVERED
SMALL GROUP TOUR 

HIGHLIGHTS     

* Kruger * Panorama Route * eSwatini  
* Garden Route * Lagoon & Lake 
Cruises * Cango Caves * Cape Town

TOUR DEPARTS: Sundays  
GROUP SIZE: 2-18

DAY 1 – Arrive Johannesburg for a tour 
briefing and overnight stay.

DAYS 2-4  – Visit Pretoria then onto 
Mpumalanga for 3 nights in the 
Hazyview area. Time here includes a 
half day tour of the Panorama Route 
visiting God’s Window and Blyde River 
Canyon and a thrilling game drive in 
Kruger National Park.

DAY 5 – Into the Kingdom of eSwatini 
for a cultural experience and an 
overnight stay.

HIGHLIGHTS     

* Cango Caves * Knysna * Keurbooms 
River Cruise * Tsitsikamma National 
Park * Plettenberg Bay

TOUR DEPARTS: Thursdays  
GROUP SIZE: 2-16

DAY 1 – Head off early morning from 
Cape Town, travelling along Route 62 
to Barrydale, then onto Oudtshoorn. 
Known as the ‘ostrich capital’ of South 
Africa, you’ll visit a working ostrich farm 
before checking into your hotel for an 
overnight stay.

DAY 2  – Start with a tour of the Cango 
Caves, a great natural wonder, then 
head to the coast and the Garden Route. 
Stop for a while at Knysna’s waterfront 

DAY 6 – Continue south through 
eSwatini and back into South Africa’s 
Zululand for an overnight stay and an 
optional safari in Hluhluwe-Imfolozi 
Park.

DAY 7 – A leisurely cruise on Lake  
St Lucia (weather permitting) then 
down to Durban’s Umhlanga beach for 
an afternoon at leisure and overnight 
stay.

DAYS 8-9 – Fly to Port Elizabeth 
and drive along the Garden Route, 
stopping in Tsitsikamma Forest en 
route to Knysna for 2 nights. Enjoy a 
lagoon cruise to the Featherbed Nature 
Reserve.

DAY 10 – Travel through the Outeniqua 
Pass to Oudtshoorn, with a visit to an 
ostrich farm and the Cango Caves. 
Overnight stay.

before continuing to The Crags near 
Plettenberg Bay for a 2 night stay. Enjoy 
a cruise on the Keurbooms River.

DAY 3 – Today’s activities include a visit 
to the Birds of Eden, the largest free-
flight bird aviary in the world, a horse-
drawn carriage ride and wine tasting on 
the Plettenberg Bay wine route. 

DAY 4 – Travel via Tsitsikamma 
National Park, where you can walk 
across the suspension bridge at the 
mouth of Storms River. The tour finishes 
at Port Elizabeth.

Why not extend this short tour with a stay in 
Cape Town or a safari in the Eastern Cape? 
The tour also operates in reverse, starting from 
Port Elizabeth on Mondays.

DAYS 11-13 – Continue via Barrydale 
and Montagu to Cape Town for 3 
nights. A full day Cape Peninsula tour is 
included.

DAY 14 – Continue your holiday in 
Africa or transfer to the airport for your 
flight home.

You can top and tail this tour with extra nights 
at the start and end, add in optional activities or 
even extend to include the Winelands.
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A TASTE OF  
KWAZULU-NATAL
SMALL GROUP TOUR 

KRUGER & KWAZULU-NATAL
SMALL GROUP TOUR 

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS     

* Nelson Mandela Monument  
* Drakensberg Mountains * Giants 
Castle Caves * Battlefields * Safari 

TOUR DEPARTS: Tuesdays  
GROUP SIZE: 2-16

DAYS 1-2 – Depart Durban and travel 
via Pietermaritzburg to Howick, the site 
where Nelson Mandela was captured. 
Continue up into the Drakensberg 
Mountains for a 2 night stay. Visit the 
caves at Giants Castle for a short tour 
and enjoy an afternoon at leisure.

DAYS 3-4  – First stop, Spionkop for 
a retelling of the Anglo-Boer battle 
then the Siege Museum in Ladysmith 

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS      

* Panorama Route * Kruger Safari  
* Kingdom of eSwatini * Zululand  
* Lake St Lucia 

TOUR DEPARTS: Sundays  
GROUP SIZE: 2-18

DAY 1 – Arrive in Johannesburg for 
a tour briefing and overnight stay. 
Depending on your arrival time you 
might have time for some optional 
sightseeing – in this case we highly 
recommend a tour to Soweto.

DAYS 2-4  – Head first to Pretoria for a 
short orientation tour of South Africa’s 
capital city, then onto Mpumalanga 
for 3 nights in Hazyview. Your stay 
here includes a half day drive along the 
spectacular Panorama Route where 
you’ll see natural wonders such as God’s 

and onto Rorke's Drift for a 2 night 
stay. A highlight of the tour is the day 
spent reliving the Anglo-Zulu battles of 
Isandlwana and Rorke's Drift.

DAYS 5-6 – The journey continues to 
Hluhluwe-Imfolozi where your taste of 
‘KZN’ continues with an African safari 
experience. Enjoy game drives on an 
open safari vehicle.

DAY 7 – One final game drive then 
a stop at St Lucia (optional boat trip 
at extra cost) before arriving back in 
Durban where the tour ends.

You will need to arrive in Durban at least a 
day before the tour starts, so why not enjoy a 
few nights by the sea in Umhlanga?

Window and Blyde River Canyon. You’ll 
also head into Kruger National Park for a 
thrilling game drive.

DAY 5 – Into the independent Kingdom 
of eSwatini for a cultural experience and 
an overnight stay.

DAY 6 – Continue south through 
eSwatini and cross back into South 
Africa’s Zululand for an overnight stay. If 
you wish, there’s the opportunity to take 
an optional safari in Hluhluwe-Imfolozi 
Park (at extra cost).

DAY 7 – A leisurely cruise on Lake St 
Lucia (weather permitting) then down to 
Durban where the tour ends.

From Durban, you could fly to Cape Town, Port 
Elizabeth for the Garden Route, drive to the 
battlefields or even fly to Mauritius.



EXCEPTIONAL 
JOURNEYS
Travelling in style on one of South Africa’s iconic trains conjures up 
memories of the golden age of travel. Journeying over land is a great 
way to see the country at a relaxed pace.



ROVOS RAIL 

Left to right: Train Exterior, Deluxe Suite  
Opposite page: Rovos Rail in Namibia

Rovos Rail fully deserves its reputation 
as one of the most luxurious trains in 
the world. We love the elegance of the 
beautifully restored carriages, crystal 
glasses and crisp white linens. All 
journeys operate in both directions so can 
be easily included in a touring itinerary.

REGULAR JOURNEYS

PRETORIA TO CAPE TOWN 

2 nights on board, with stops at 
Kimberley to visit the Big Hole 
and Mine Museum and historic 
Matjiesfontein.

PRETORIA TO VICTORIA FALLS  

3 nights on board, crossing the Tropic 
of Capricorn and stopping for a game 
drive in Hwange National Park.

PRETORIA TO DURBAN VIA THE 

BATTLEFIELDS 

2 nights on board, with stops for 
a game drive in Nambiti Private 
Game Reserve, a Battlefields tour 
at Spionkop and a visit to Ardmore 
Ceramics Gallery.

EXCEPTIONAL JOURNEYS

CAPE TOWN TO DAR-ES-SALAAM

14 nights – 11 on board, 2 in a 
lodge and 1 at Victoria Falls Hotel. 
The journey starts in Cape Town 
and travels through South Africa, 
Botswana, Zimbabwe, Zambia 

and Tanzania. Highlights include 
game drives in either Madikwe or 
Pilanesberg Reserves, Victoria Falls, 
a sunset cruise on the Zambezi River, 
Chisimba Falls in Zambia, the Great 
Rift Valley and Selous.  

NAMIBIA SAFARI 

8 nights – 6 on board, 2 in lodges. 
From Pretoria all the way over to the 
Atlantic Coast, this is a wonderful 
introduction to Namibia. Journey 
highlights include the Fish River 
Canyon, Quiver Tree Forest, a trip by 
air over the Namib Desert to the dunes 
of Sossusvlei and safari in Etosha 
National Park.

TANZANIA TO ANGOLA

14 nights – 12 on board, 3 in lodges/
hotel. An epic journey right across 
Africa from Dar-es-Salaam to 
Benguela. Highlights include 
Chisimba Falls, a short flight to the 
South Luangwa for 2 nights on safari, 
copper mine visit and walking tours 
of Luau, Luena, Kuito and Huambo. 
Early booking is essential.

WHAT TO EXPECT ON BOARD

* Pullman Suite – a sofa that converts  
 to a bed, en suite with shower
* Deluxe Suite – a lounge area with   
 twin or double bed, en suite   
 with shower
* Royal Suite – spacious suite with   
 lounge, twin or double bed and   
 en suite with bath and shower
* All suites are air-conditioned with   
 fridge-bar, safe, writing desk
* 24 hour room service
* Formal dining car, excellent meals   
 accompanied by fine South African  
 wines
* Lounge Car with bar
* Smoking Lounge
* Observation Car with open   
 veranda
* Dress code is formal in the evening  
 and more casual during the day
* All meals and drinks (excluding   
 Champagne) are included
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THE BLUE TRAIN
Clockwise from top left: 

Suite, Dining Car, Blue Train in Station, Train Exterior

WHAT TO EXPECT ON BOARD

* All suites are a lounge by day and   
 convert into a bedroom at night
* De Luxe Suite – either twin beds   
 with a shower or double bed with a  
 bath
* Luxury Suite – a metre longer than  
 the De Luxe Suite, with double or   
 twin beds and a bath
* All suites are air-conditioned   
 with en suite facilities, safe,   
 digital entertainment system and   
 complimentary wifi
* 24 hour butler service
* Lounge Car with bar and  
 afternoon tea
* Wood-panelled Club Car with bar,  
 small library, card tables and cigars
* Elegant Dining Car serving gourmet  
 cuisine and South African wines
* Dress code is formal in the evening  
 and more casual during the day
* All meals and drinks (excluding   
 Champagne) are included

TOURING ITINERARIES

PRETORIA TO CAPE TOWN

2 nights on board, with a stop in the 
former mining town of Kimberley to 
visit the Mine Museum and the Big 
Hole. This journey operates in both 
directions throughout the year and we 
think it’s a great alternative to flying 
between the cities.

PRETORIA TO KRUGER

2 nights on board. This is a return 
journey, starting and ending in 
Pretoria and a lovely way to have a 
taste of both the train and a Kruger 
safari. Enjoy a sunrise game drive and 
bush breakfast in Kruger National 
Park before returning to the train for 
a five course lunch. Head out again 
late afternoon for a sunset game 
drive and a traditional boma dinner 
in a safari camp before returning to 
Pretoria. This journey operates twice 
a year, early booking is essential.

Traverse South Africa in style on board the world-famous Blue Train. The regular 
journeys between Cape Town and Pretoria are a wonderfully relaxed and elegant way 
to travel between these two cities, with opportunities to step off along the way. 
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SHONGOLOLO 
EXPRESS

On the Shongololo tours, the train 
is both your hotel and your mode of 
transport. Cabins are all en suite and air-
conditioned. The journeys, lasting from 
12-15 days, run in both directions and 
include stops for guided tours along the 
way. The trains are operated by Rovos 
Rail.

SOUTHERN CROSS – This 12 day 
journey travels from South Africa 
to Zimbabwe via Mozambique and 
Swaziland. Journey highlights include 
city tours of Pretoria, Soweto and 
Maputo, the Drakensberg Mountains, 
Panorama Route, game viewing in 
Kruger and Hwange National Parks, the 
Great Zimbabwe Monument, Matopos 
National Park, Victoria Falls and a 
sunset cruise on the Zambezi.

DUNE EXPRESS – A 12 day journey west 
through the incredible landscapes of 
Namibia. En route, visit the Fish River 
Canyon, the ghost town of Kolmanskop, 
Garas Park with its Quiver Trees, the 
Sossusvlei Dunes and Sesriem Canyon 
(with overnight stay in a lodge), city 
tour of Windhoek and safari in Etosha 
National Park.

GOOD HOPE – A 15 day South African 
grand adventure from Cape Town to 
Pretoria. Highlights include city tours 
of Cape Town, Bloemfontein, Durban, 
Pretoria and Soweto, cruises in Knysna 
and iSimangaliso, Cango Caves, the 
Spionkop battlefield, game viewing in 
Hluhluwe-Imfolozi and Kruger Parks, 
the Panorama Route and a trip into 
eSwatini.

OVERLAND 
TOURING

To really see the countryside at leisure, 
consider an overland tour. These trips 
tend to be more adventurous, travelling 
on custom built trucks seating from 12 
up to 24 fellow travellers. You can opt 
to camp and set up your own tent each 
night, or choose an accommodated 
option where you’ll stay in hotels or 
lodges. There is generally a great sense 
of camaraderie on these tours and a 
wide choice of itineraries throughout 
southern and east Africa.

EASY ADD-ONS
South Africa is extremely well-
connected to neighbouring countries 
so why not extend your South African 
holiday with a few nights in another 
country? Our most popular add-ons 
include the following.

VICTORIA FALLS – Direct flights from 
Cape Town, Johannesburg and the 
Kruger to both Victoria Falls and 
Livingstone, both ideal bases for a visit to 
the Falls.

MOZAMBIQUE – Direct flights from 
Johannesburg and the Kruger, great for 
combining safari with Mozambique’s 
beach resorts and islands.

OKAVANGO DELTA – Direct flights link 
Cape Town and Johannesburg to Maun, 
the gateway to the Okavango Delta.

MASAI MARA – Fly directly to Nairobi 
from Cape Town or Johannesburg, it’s 
then a short hop to the Mara. You can 
even stop off at Livingstone en route to 
include Victoria Falls too.

Please call us for more multi-country 
inspiration.

MULTI-COUNTRY TOURING
With careful planning, something our specialists are renowned for, it is possible to 
include multiple countries on your African holiday. South Africa is a great starting point, 
with a host of connections to its neighbouring countries. We think combining different 
countries showcases the incredible diversity of the region, each offering its own unique 
landscapes, wildlife and cultures.
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CAPE TOWN

With Table Mountain on one side and the Atlantic Ocean on 
the other, it’s easy to see why Cape Town is one of the most 
beautiful cities in the world.

The city has it all. It is a year round destination with many 
world-famous sights to visit and enjoy. There is something for 
all ages and we find it’s one of those destinations that you just 
want to return to again and again. It is a relatively compact city 
and quite easy to get around so where you stay will often come 
down to your own preference. 

V&A WATERFRONT & CITY BOWL
The V&A buzzes with life. There is an extensive range of shops 
in the large mall, as well as restaurants and bars that are open 
seven days a week. The recently revamped Silo district is where 
you’ll find Africa’s largest art museum, the Zeitz MOCAA, as 
well as designer shops and restaurants.

Head back from the waterfront and you reach the city centre, 
known as ‘The Bowl’. Here you feel part of the city, you can 
stroll through beautiful gardens, explore boutique shops, visit 
hip cafés and fashionable restaurants. There’s a vibrant market 
at Greenmarket Square. 

ATLANTIC OCEAN COASTLINE
Cape Town does have a variety of fine beaches but we feel it 
only fair to warn you, currents from the Antarctic mean that 
the Atlantic water can be very cold. If you’re planning to visit 
Cape Point, we recommend a drive along Chapman’s Peak, a 
spectacular coastal toll road.

Around Camps Bay and Clifton there are a number of golden 
sand beaches and coves. Camps Bay has the feel of a lively 
seafront resort in the summer months with its seaside shops 
and cafés. 

CONSTANTIA VALLEY
Also known as Cape Town’s Vineyard, the Constantia Valley 
has been producing wine since 1685. This rural idyll is 
populated with wine estates and excellent restaurants. It’s so 
peaceful you can almost forget that you’re in a big city and that 
the Waterfront is less than 30 minutes away – a popular choice 
if you want to see all the sights but also want to slip away from 
the city’s bustle for a while. A visit to the famous Kirstenbosch 
National Botanical Gardens is also highly recommended.

WHAT TO DO
Taking the cable car up Table Mountain will be on most 
people’s tick list – and on a clear day the views are spectacular. 
A road trip down to Cape Point is also a popular day out, the 
coastline is beautiful, whether you drive yourself or opt for a 
guided tour and there is time to stop off and see the penguins at 
Boulders Beach. Robben Island, where Nelson Mandela spent 
so many years in prison, is now a World Heritage Site – ex-
prisoners and warders lead the guided tours. 

There is so much to do and see – we suggest adding on a day 
more than you initially think you need, and pre-book some 
trips so that you know you will get the most out of your time. 
We can only include a small selection of our most popular Cape 
Town tours here, but please call for more suggestions.
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CULTURAL
Cape Town City Tour – We offer guided tours on both a 
scheduled and private basis. Most will take in the key sights 
such as the South African Museum and the Castle of Good 
Hope and allow time to go up Table Mountain (weather 
permitting).

Bo-Kaap Walking & Cooking Tour – A half day scheduled 
tour which starts with a short walk around the colourful 
Bo-Kaap district, followed by a two-hour interactive cooking 
lesson in Zanie’s home and lunch. 

HISTORICAL
Mandela in Cape Town – From Prisoner to President
Cape Town has a captivating Mandela story to tell that reaches 
beyond his time spent on Robben Island – this private tour 
brings to life a series of significant events in Mandela’s life.

Robben Island – Take the ferry from Cape Town to Robben 
Island and join a group tour of the prison (a private guide can 
also be arranged on request).

ADVENTURE
Table Mountain Hike – A half day guided climb up Table 
Mountain with challenging rocky trails and beautiful views. 
You will come down on the cable car (weather permitting). 
This is an adventurous activity, a good level of fitness is 
required. 

Sea Kayaking & Cape Point – Paddle your kayak from 
Simon’s Town to Boulders Beach where you will see the 
African penguins. You will stop at a beach for swimming and 
snorkelling (time & tide permitting) before heading on by road 
to the tip of the Cape Peninsula. 

Seal Snorkelling – Cape fur seals live naturally on the islands 
around the southern African coast and this wildlife adventure 
brings you nose-to-nose with these playful and inquisitive 
creatures. A physically demanding activity, best enjoyed from 
September to May. 

Scenic Helicopter Flights – A thrilling birds-eye view of the 
city and the coastline. We have a range of flights from a quick 
12-15 minute flip to an hour’s flight to the Cape Peninsula.

COMMUNITY
Uthando – Uthando is a non-profit organisation that links 
tourism and community development projects. We find that 
their half day tours offer meaningful, authentic, engaging and 
non-invasive visits to some innovative and inspiring projects, 
accompanied by a guide.
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Climate

°C = Average daily maximum temperature in Celsius
 R = Average monthly rainfall in centimetres

“AS A CAPETONIAN THERE ARE SO 
MANY REASONS WHY I LOVE CAPE 
TOWN. BEAUTIFUL BEACHES, FRIENDLY 
PEOPLE, SO MANY THINGS TO DO, 
WEEKEND MARKETS, GORGEOUS 
SCENERY, DIVERSE ENTERTAINMENT 
AND GLORIOUS FOOD - THE LIST GOES 
ON AND ON....” 
Carla, African Pride Tours Consultant
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CITY BOWL

FOUR ROSMEAD

A stylishly remodelled boutique hotel 
on the slopes of Table Mountain, where 
antique and modern furnishings blend 
with original South African artworks.

* 10 rooms on the ground and first floors
* A short walk to trendy Kloof  Street
* Landscaped gardens with heated pool
* Excellent value for money
* Warm and welcoming staff, a home   
 from home ambience

SEA POINT

WINCHESTER 
MANSIONS
Just across the road from Sea Point’s 
promenade and the Atlantic Ocean, this 
Cape Dutch style hotel is a short drive 
from the V&A Waterfront.

* 48 rooms and 26 suites, most with sea  
 or mountain view 
* Tranquil courtyard with palms and   
 fountains
* Sunday Jazz brunches at Harvey’s
* Heated pool and spa
* Free shuttle to the V&A Waterfront

CITY BOWL

ABBEY MANOR

On the slopes of Table Mountain, this 5 
star guesthouse was built over 100 years 
ago and exudes grandeur and old-world 
charm – the views are impressive too.

* 9 elegantly furnished rooms
* In the upmarket Oranjezicht suburb
* Within easy reach of the V&A   
 Waterfront and Camps Bay
* Outdoor pool and garden
* Rooftop terrace with views

CITY BOWL

CLOUD 9

Within the walls of these heritage 
buildings is a contemporary boutique 
hotel – the rooftop bar is a favourite spot 
for sundowner cocktails with views.  

* 47 individually styled rooms
* Secluded inner courtyard
* Rooftop bar with small pool and views
* Small spa with sauna, Jacuzzi and gym
* Close to the bars and restaurants of   
 Kloof & Long Streets

CITY BOWL

MORE QUARTERS

Sample authentic Cape Town living in 
these tastefully converted rooms and 
apartments just off vibrant Kloof Street 
with its shops, cafés and restaurants.

* 27 well-equipped rooms
* Complimentary high tea and evening  
 port in the lounge
* Family Rooms with kids amenities
* Breakfast room
* Free scheduled shuttle service to the  
 V&A Waterfront

WATERFRONT

THE COMMODORE

In a prime location at the V&A 
Waterfront, we think this 4 star hotel is 
a comfortable and convenient base from 
which to explore Cape Town.

* 234 rooms and suites
* Casuarina Spa and gym
* All-day dining at the Clipper   
 Restaurant
* Cocktail Bar and lounge
* Outdoor pool and access to pool at   
 sister hotel, The Portswood
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WATERFRONT

CAPE GRACE

A 5 star hotel in the Waterfront, with 
friendly, personalised service, a superb 
breakfast buffet and one of the biggest 
whisky collections we’ve seen.

* 120 rooms and suites – we recommend  
 a Table Mountain view
* Fine dining at Signal Restaurant
* Tapas at the popular Bascule Bar
* Stylish outdoor pool and deck
* Spa with mountain views

WATERFRONT

THE TABLE BAY

You can’t get much closer than this – as 
well as spacious rooms and great dining, 
the Table Bay has direct access to the 
V&A Waterfront. 

* 329 rooms and suites
* Views to Robben Island, Table   
 Mountain or the harbour
* Mouth-watering high tea served in   
 The Lounge
* Spa and gym
* Shuttle to Table Mountain

CONSTANTIA

STEENBERG

Surrounded by its own vineyard, there’s a 
real sense of place at this exclusive hotel, 
with its blend of Cape Dutch heritage 
and contemporary style. 

* 24 rooms and suites
* Tryn Restaurant and Bistro Sixteen82 
* 18-hole championship golf course
* Spa and outdoor pool
* Free transfers to local restaurants,   
 shuttle to the V&A Waterfront   
 and wine tasting

NEAR CAMPS BAY

TWELVE APOSTLES 
HOTEL & SPA
On the edge of the Atlantic Ocean 
with the magnificent Twelve Apostles 
Mountains as a backdrop, this 5 star 
hotel has a beautiful location.

* 70 rooms and suites
* Fine dining at the Azure Restaurant
* Leopard Bar for incredible sunsets
* Excellent spa, 2 pools, walking trails  
 and cinema
* Free shuttle service to Camps Bay and  
 the V&A Waterfront

WATERFRONT

ONE&ONLY CAPE 
TOWN
In a world of its own yet just steps from 
the Waterfront, this is a stylish hotel with 
a private island, renowned restaurants 
and an enviable cocktail list. 

* 131 rooms & suites and a Penthouse
* World class dining at Nobu and   
 Reubens
* Cocktail Bar and Wine Loft
* Infinity-edge pool and spa
* KidsOnly programme for children

CITY BOWL

BELMOND MOUNT 
NELSON
With nine acres of colourful gardens and 
an afternoon tea that’s the envy of many, 
the ‘Nellie’ is one of Africa’s most famous 
and cherished hotels.

* 198 rooms and suites in 7 wings
* 2 outdoor pools & spa
* Kids Club and Teens Lounge
* Fine dining and chef’s table at Lord   
 Nelson Restaurant
* City Bowl, free shuttle to the Waterfront





CAMPS BAY

THE BAY
A long-established landmark in the heart 
of Camps Bay and just steps from the 
beach, this hotel has a relaxed feel and is 
particularly popular in summer.

* 78 rooms and suites with mountain or  
 ocean views
* Airy breakfast room facing the sea and  
 poolside Bistro
* 4 pools with sun decks
* Seasonal private beach club
* Spa and gym

SEA POINT

BLACKHEATH LODGE
A beautifully quirky boutique hotel, full 
of character, with high ceilings, wooden 
floors, an eclectic collection of rooms 
and friendly, personal service.

* 18 individually styled rooms and suites
* Inner courtyard with loungers
* Outdoor heated salt water swimming  
 pool
* Cosy lounge with fireplace
* Tea & coffee station with daily cakes  
 and biscuits

CAMPS BAY

SEA FIVE
Mediterranean meets South Africa 
in this boutique beach house – it’s 
beautifully furnished and just 300 
metres from Camps Bay beach.

* 7 rooms and suites with private   
 terraces
* Spacious Penthouse Suite
* Stylish décor with designer touches
* Views to the ocean and mountains
* Outdoor pool and bar serving light   
 snacks

CAMPS BAY

AZAMARE
Contemporary chic best describes this 
upmarket guesthouse in Camps Bay, 
surrounded by the 12 Apostles, Table 
Mountain and the ocean.

* 7 rooms with balcony and sea view
* Nautilus Suite has private pool and   
 terrace
* Pool and Jacuzzi
* Lounge and sun deck
* Complimentary evening wine  
 and snacks

GREEN POINT

THE TREE HOUSE
The big wooden Zanzibar doors open 
to reveal a delightful boutique hotel, 
contemporary in style with a warm, 
welcome and modern rooms. 

* 14 fresh, uncluttered rooms, most with  
 small balcony
* Breakfast area and a comfortable   
 lounge
* Small pool and sun loungers
* Shady outdoor terrace
* Spa treatment room

BANTRY BAY 

THE CLARENDON 
Sitting peacefully on the peninsula 
with spectacular Atlantic views, 
the Clarendon is a 5 star fusion of 
sophistication and beachside charm.

* 11 rooms and 1 apartment in   
 contemporary style
* Cliffside location with sea views
* Gardens with pool
* Close to Clifton and Camps Bay   
 beaches
* Light and airy beach-house feel
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WINELANDS, 
COAST & 
MOUNTAINS
It doesn’t matter which direction you take from Cape Town, it 
won’t be long before you find yourself surrounded by incredible 
scenery, beautiful beaches, mountains, vineyards and villages. The 
surrounding area is a veritable feast for the senses, with fine dining 
and fine wines at almost every turn – a real taste of South Africa.

THE WINELANDS 
It’s almost impossible to visit Cape Town and not head out 
to the Winelands. Many visitors hire a car, the area is easily 
accessible by road but very popular so planning ahead is key. 
If you don’t fancy driving, we can arrange guided tours or 
organise a car and private driver. 

The area is full of wine estates where you can stop and taste the 
local wines. We can arrange wine safaris, guided cycling trips or 
even a fun day on the wine tram in Franschhoek, a great way to 
sample the local delights. We recommend taking some time to 
explore the towns and villages too. 

Franschhoek is arty, crammed with boutique shops, galleries 
and fantastic restaurants, hence why it is known as the gourmet 
capital of South Africa. Stellenbosch is an old university town 
with a vibrant café culture. We think the Spice Route in Paarl is 
worth a visit – as well as restaurants, it houses an art gallery, a 
glass-blowing studio, a biltong bar, gin distillery and the chance 
to taste craft beer and artisan chocolates.

HERMANUS & WHALES 
Hermanus is a thriving coastal town year round, however it is 
perhaps best known for whale watching. The sheltered waters 
of Walker Bay are deep so whales usually head here to calve 
from July to November. You don’t even have to take a boat trip 
as they can often be seen from land. Stay in the town itself or in 
one of the nature reserves on the doorstep.

A little further along the coast is De Hoop, one of our favourite 
nature reserves with its incredible dunes and beautiful, 
unspoilt beaches. You can cycle among the antelope and zebra 
or, in season, spot whales from the shoreline.

ROUTE 62 
For a great road trip, it’s hard to beat Route 62. We think 
the most scenic stretch is from the Winelands through the 
Klein Karoo to Oudtshoorn. Visit wineries in towns such as 
Robertson, Montagu and Calitzdorp and pause in Oudtshoorn 
for a night or two to explore the caves, ostrich farms and scenic 
mountain passes. From Oudtshoorn we recommend you head 
south to the coast where your journey can continue along the 
Garden Route and finish with a few days on safari in one of the 
Eastern Cape Reserves.

WEST COAST  
A pleasant 2 hour drive north from Cape Town and you’ll find 
yourselves on the pristine beaches of the West Coast National 
Park. This area isn’t on everyone’s radar, which is precisely why 
we love it. Paternoster may appear to be a sleepy, whitewashed 
fishing village but watch as it comes alive at weekends when 
the Capetonians arrive (they know all about the beautiful 
beach, the Cape Columbine Nature Reserve and the excellent 
restaurants). 

CEDERBERG MOUNTAINS 
About 90 minutes drive north of Paternoster, you’ll find 
yourself surrounded by the dramatic Cederberg Mountains. 
Follow a hiking or biking trail through what we can only 
describe as pristine wilderness, go canoeing or sit back and 
enjoy a nature drive where you might spot Cape Mountain 
zebra and red hartebeest. Visit in August/September for a 
chance to see the land covered with a blanket of spring flowers. 
These ancient hills conceal over 130 sites of bushman rock art 
dating back 10,000 years. 
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Climate
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ITINERARY SUGGESTIONS

CAPE TOWN, WINELANDS, 
CEDERBERG MOUNTAINS  
& PATERNOSTER

DAYS 1-4 – Arrive in Cape Town and 
spend 4 days exploring the city.

DAYS 5-7 – Head out to the Winelands – 
chose a hotel or guest house in one of the 
villages or immerse yourself in a working 
wine estate. 

DAYS 8-9 – Drive up to the Cederberg 
Mountains for a couple of nights in 
pristine wilderness. 

DAYS 10-12 – Head to the coast and 
finish with a few days relaxing on the 
sands at Paternoster.

DAY 13 – Drive back to Cape Town.

CAPE TOWN, WHALES,  
SAFARI AND WINELANDS

DAYS 1-4 – Arrive in Cape Town, settle 
in and explore the city.

DAYS 5-7 – Head out to De Hoop. 
Here you can relax on the beaches, hire 
mountain bikes to explore or look for 
whales from the top of the dunes.

DAYS 8-10 – Turn inland, via 
Swellendam to Sanbona Private Game 
Reserve for 3 nights on safari.

DAYS 11-12 – A scenic drive through the 
Franschhoek Pass to the Winelands for a 
couple of days.

DAY 13 – Return to Cape Town.
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PATERNOSTER

STRANDLOPER  
OCEAN HOTEL
A beautiful fusion of beach style and 
contemporary luxury, this 5 star 
boutique hotel has 8 kilometres of 
pristine beach right on its doorstep.

* 14 rooms and suites with courtyard,   
 nature or ocean views
* Chic, stylish and bright décor
* 20 metre lap pool
* Leeto restaurant serving local cuisine
* Short distance to Paternoster’s shops  
 and restaurants

NEAR PAARL

BABYLONSTOREN

Feel the very essence of the Winelands 
at this working wine and olive farm, 
with beautifully restored Cape Dutch 
buildings and acres of outdoor space.

* 28 suites and cottages; Manor House 
* Dine at Babel, the Greenhouse and the  
 Bakery 
* Spa, gym and outdoor pool
* Walking and biking trails, canoeing on  
 the dam and garden tours
* Family-friendly

CEDERBERG

CEDERBERG RIDGE

A fresh and stylish wilderness lodge with 
stunning views over the raw and rugged 
Cederberg Mountains and a whole host 
of adventure activities.

* 9 tastefully furnished rooms with   
 views to the mountains
* Large swimming pool
* Walking and biking trails
* Tours of the citrus and tea farms and  
 rock art sites
* Spa & relaxation room

CEDERBERG

BUSHMANS KLOOF 
WILDERNESS RESERVE
Three hours’ drive north of Cape Town is a 
5 star luxury and wellness retreat, situated 
on the edge of the dramatic yet beautiful 
Cederberg Wilderness Area.

* 16 rooms and 2 villas 
* Several dining areas both indoors and  
 under the stars
* Pool and spa
* Hiking, biking, canoeing and swimming
* Nature drives and tours to ancient rock  
 art sites

STELLENBOSCH

OUDE WERF

A modern-meets-vintage 4 star hotel 
with period-inspired architecture, right 
in the centre of Stellenbosch on the site 
of the country’s first church.

* 58 rooms in the original building and  
 later additions
* Restaurant overlooking the courtyard
* Swimming pool
* Valet parking
* A great base for exploring the local   
 wine estates

STELLENBOSCH

RIVER MANOR

An owner-run, 4 star boutique hotel, in 
2 elegantly restored manor houses set in 
beautifully landscaped gardens on the 
banks of the Eerste River.

* 18 classic/contemporary rooms
* Conservatory / dining area
* 2 swimming pools 
* Relax in the comfortable lounge and  
 library
* Short walk to local shops and   
 restaurants
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FRANSCHHOEK

AVONDROOD  
GUEST HOUSE
This 4 star guesthouse is a charming 
Victorian Cape Dutch-style house built 
in 1870; tastefully renovated, it combines 
modern comforts with original features.

* 8 individually-themed rooms
* Lounge with grand fireplace
* Secluded gardens with plenty of   
 loungers
* Swimming pool and heated Jacuzzi
* Short walk from the centre of   
 Franschhoek

FRANSCHHOEK

THE LAST WORD

There’s a very homely feel to this 
boutique hotel: it’s set back from the 
main road yet is just a short stroll to the 
village centre. 

* 8 superior rooms
* 2 large suites with private pool and   
 courtyard
* Outdoor pool and tree-lined courtyard
* Comfortable lounge
* Drinks (local wines, beers and spirits)  
 are included

FRANSCHHOEK

MONT ROCHELLE

Part of Sir Richard Branson’s portfolio, 
this stylish hotel enjoys stunning views 
of the vineyards and mountains and is 
walking distance from Franschhoek.

* 26 rooms and suites in the hotel
* Manor House – 4 bedroom villa, ideal  
 for families
* 2 restaurants – Miko and the Country  
 Kitchen
* Cosy bar, wine cellar and wine tasting
 Outdoor pool, spa and gym

FRANSCHHOEK

LEEU HOUSE 

Both elegant and relaxed, Leeu House 
is a family-friendly boutique hotel in a 
tastefully renovated Cape Dutch-style 
house in the centre of Franschhoek village. 

* 12 rooms
* Secluded gardens with outdoor pool
* Conservatory with indoor and outdoor  
 dining
* Country guesthouse look and feel
* Access to facilities at sister property,  
 Leeu Estates
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FRANSCHHOEK

LA FONTAINE

Vibrant afro-chic best describes the style 
of this beautifully refurbished hotel, 
spread over two heritage houses in the 
heart of the village.

* 17 colourful, individually decorated   
 rooms and suites
* Comfortable lounge with big sofas and  
 a fireplace
* Tranquil gardens
* 2 swimming pools
* Indoor and outdoor breakfast area

FRANSCHHOEK

LA COTTE FARM

There’s a boutique hotel and cottages on 
this working wine farm surrounded by 
vineyards and all within walking distance 
of Franschhoek’s main street.

* 12 room hotel
* 9 orchard cottages with outdoor   
 veranda and plunge pools
* 8 terraced forest cottages overlooking  
 a shared pool
* La Cotte House – sleeps up to 14
* Restaurant in the hotel
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HERMANUS

SCHULPHOEK HOUSE

A stylish hotel with a reputation for 
good food in a spectacular setting – it 
overlooks a bay where, in season, whales 
often play.

* 15 bright, spacious rooms with garden  
 or sea views
* Outdoor pool and terrace
* Coastal paths down to the beach
* Locally sourced food and wines
* 10 minute drive from Hermanus

NEAR MONTAGU

SANBONA WILDLIFE 
RESERVE
Just 3 hours’ drive from Cape Town and 
you can be off on a big game safari in a 
4x4 vehicle with a ranger on a malaria-
free reserve.

* 6 suites at Tilney Manor
* 12 suites at Gondwana Family Lodge
* 9 spacious tents with Jacuzzis at   
 Dwyka Tented Lodge
* Seasonal walking trail
* Game drives, bush walks, bird   
 watching and star gazing

HERMANUS

ONE MARINE DRIVE

A boutique hotel with a clifftop location 
where each bedroom has a view of the 
coastline and Walker Bay – all just a 
short walk from the town centre.

* 5 stylishly furnished rooms
* Heated swimming pool
* Secluded courtyard garden
* Living room with sea views
* Homemade breakfasts served in   
 the dining area

HERMANUS

THE MARINE

A long-standing favourite, this 5 star hotel 
on the cliffs has a prime location for whale 
watching and is close to the centre of 
Hermanus.

* 40 rooms and suites – we recommend a  
 sea view
* Outdoor pool in the courtyard
* Relaxed modern dining at Origins
* Sun Lounge & Bar 
* Spa with steam room

DE HOOP

LEKKERWATER  
BEACH LODGE
A homely beach lodge in a beautiful 
coastal reserve set on 6 kilometres of 
pristine beach – a great spot for seasonal 
whale-watching.  

* 7 rooms with floor-to-ceiling windows  
 and sea views
* Interactive open kitchen – dine   
 indoors or on the beach
* Panoramic wrap-around deck
* Guided nature & marine walks
* Sundowners on the beach & dunes

GANSBAAI

GROOTBOS PRIVATE 
NATURE RESERVE 
An award-winning 5 star eco-reserve 
overlooking Walker Bay with stylish 
lodges, great food and wines and a host of 
activities for all ages.

* Forest Lodge – 16 suites
* Garden Lodge – 11 suites
* Each lodge has a restaurant and pool
* Horse-riding, walks, mountain biking,  
 4x4 flower safaris
* Land based whale watching Aug to Nov  
 (or by boat, extra charge)



THE GARDEN 
ROUTE & 
EASTERN CAPE
With ever-changing scenery and a wide choice of places to stay and visit, the Garden Route 
has rightly become one of South Africa’s premier destinations. It finishes in Port Elizabeth, 
and from here, exceptional game reserves and safari experiences are just a short drive away.

THE GARDEN ROUTE 
It is generally accepted that the Garden Route means the whole 
of the journey from Cape Town to Port Elizabeth. However, 
the Garden Route proper is the 200 kilometres (120 miles) 
between Mossel Bay and Storms River. Despite the name, 
don’t go expecting wall-to-wall, manicured gardens! Instead 
expect a spectacular and dramatic road trip, forests filled with 
adventurous activities, boat trips and a collection of coastal 
towns and resorts. It can be fun to drive yourself, but if that 
doesn’t appeal, we offer scheduled tours or your own driver. We 
suggest you allow between four and seven days to take it all in.

George and Wilderness lie in the foothills of the Outeniqua 
Mountains. George is a renowned golf destination and we 
find it is a great start or end point for a Garden Route trip, 
especially for families. Just along the coast, there’s Wilderness, 
an attractive coastal town with a National Park and a cliffside 
location overlooking the wide beach.

Knysna, with its lagoon and islands, is a popular stopping 
point. Take a guided forest walk, a cycle tour or a gourmet walk 
around the village. There are plenty of accommodation choices 
too, from boutique guesthouses with spectacular hilltop views 
to lovely little hotels on the islands.

Plettenberg Bay is famous for its nature reserves and beaches 
– many of them with Blue Flag status and popular with 
surfers. Just down the road is the Tsitsikamma Forest, where 
adventures include kayaking, climbing, zip-wiring, mountain 
biking or hiking. We can also arrange boat trips for whale or 
dolphin spotting, depending on the time of year (generally 
speaking, these operate June to November for whales and 
December to May for dolphins).

SAFARI IN THE EASTERN CAPE 
The game reserves of the Eastern Cape are malaria-free 
making them a great choice for families. The wildlife is the big 
draw card, many are home to the Big 5. We have always enjoyed 
thrilling game drives with experienced rangers, though the 
ever-elusive leopard is rarely spotted. 

Beyond the game reserves are bays and beaches of the Indian 
Ocean and the Wild Coast where you may see the ‘Sardine 
Run’. In June and July thousands of sharks, whales, dolphins, 
seals and gannets appear to make the sea ‘boil’ as they gorge on 
millions of migrating sardines – we’d be happy to recommend 
lodges in this area.
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Climate

°C = Average daily maximum temperature in Celsius
 R = Average monthly rainfall in centimetres
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“THE EASTERN CAPE 
RESERVES HAVE A GREAT 
LOCATION AND ARE 
SO EASILY REACHED AT 
THE END OF A DRIVE 
ALONG THE GARDEN 
ROUTE. A GREAT GAME 
EXPERIENCE, VERY 
KNOWLEDGEABLE GUIDES 
AND STUNNING SCENERY, 
IT IS AN EXCELLENT 
INTRODUCTION TO AN 
AFRICAN SAFARI.” 
Seb, African Pride Tours Consultant



GEORGE

FANCOURT HOTEL

Fancourt feels like a small village, with 
its extensive leisure facilities, multiple 
restaurants and three renowned golf 
courses.

* 115 rooms and suites 
* 4 restaurants from bistro to fine dining
* Spa with heated Roman bath, pools &  
 leisure centre
* Kids & Teens Clubs
* 3 Gary Player-designed golf courses

WILDERNESS

VIEWS BOUTIQUE 
HOTEL & SPA
A light and contemporary 5 star hotel 
styled in seaside blues and aquamarines, 
with unobstructed views of the pristine 
beach below. 

* 26 suites – we recommend a sea view
* Spa with pool, steam room and sauna
* Rooftop pool and sun terrace
* Glass-fronted restaurant 
* Panoramic cocktail deck

OUDTSHOORN

ROSENHOF  
COUNTRY HOUSE
En route to the Cango Caves, you’ll 
find this 5 star hotel in an antique-filled 
Victorian house and surrounded by a 
beautiful rose garden.

* 12 air-conditioned rooms
* 2 suites with patio and private pool
* Gardens with large outdoor pool
* Restaurant serving traditional country  
 cuisine
* Gym and wellness centre

OUDTSHOORN

HLANGANA LODGE

Located just 1 km from the centre of 
Oudtshoorn, this 4 star, family run 
guesthouse greets each day with a 
champagne buffet breakfast.

* 27 rooms 
* Swimming pool and loungers 
* Leafy gardens with palm trees and rose  
 bushes
* Small gym
* Walking distance to local restaurants

WILDERNESS

CINNAMON BOUTIQUE 
GUEST LODGE
A comfortably furnished 5 star 
guesthouse in the village centre, a short 
distance from shops, cafés and the 
breath-taking beach.

* 13 air-conditioned rooms
* Breakfast area leading onto the patio
* Outdoor pool and gardens
* Four lounge areas
* Secure parking on site

WILDERNESS

WILDERNESS MANOR

An elegant 4 star guesthouse with a 
homely feel and great views overlooking 
the Wilderness Lagoon – the village 
centre is within walking distance. 

* 4 rooms, 3 with lagoon views
* Two lounges
* Tranquil garden
* Balconies with lagoon views
* Breakfast room and patio
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KNYSNA

THE LOFTS

Industrial-chic is the style of this 
boutique hotel built in the former 
boatshed on Thesen Island in the heart 
of the Knysna Lagoon 

* 12 rooms and suites
* The Atrium lounge bar
* Sun deck & splash pool
* Spa treatments
* Canoeing & cycling available  
 (extra cost)

KNYSNA

KNYSNA HOLLOW

A country estate on the outskirts of 
Knysna with the Cape Country Manor 
House at its heart and modern rooms set 
in colourful gardens. 

* 44 garden suites
* 2 swimming pools
* Garden lounges & boules court
* Casual dining at Social Eatery & Bar
* Great base for exploring the area

KNYSNA HEADS

HEAD OVER HILLS

A luxury retreat perched on the cliffs 
with views of the Indian Ocean and 
lagoon that will leave you breathless – 
the sunsets here are spectacular.

* 8 open-plan rooms with ocean views
* Heated swimming pool 
* Sun deck
* Wine cellar & tasting room
* Dining room – lunch and dinner   
 available

KNYSNA

KANONKOP HOUSE

An exceptionally stylish boutique hotel 
on the forested hills above Knysna with 
beautiful rooms, a friendly welcome and 
fabulous views.

* 7 individually designed rooms
* Afternoon tea & bar drinks included
* Breakfast area with view across the   
 lagoon
* Gin bar and lounge
* Outdoor lounge & pool

KNYSNA

LEISURE ISLE

A chic 4 star boutique hotel with a 
warm welcome and a gorgeous location, 
just steps from Bollard Bay beach on 
Knysna’s exclusive Leisure Isle.

* 11 spacious rooms and suites
* Bar, library and various spots to relax
* Pool, spa and garden
* Fine dining at Daniela’s
* Kayaks and bikes available locally

PLETTENBERG BAY 

LAIRDS LODGE 

An elegant Cape Dutch-style homestead 
set in the landscaped gardens of a country 
estate, renowned locally for its excellent 
cuisine.

* 17 tastefully decorated rooms 
* Courtyards and verandas to relax in
* Swimming pool
* Two lounges and a dining room
* Short drive from Plettenberg Bay
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PLETTENBERG BAY

HUNTER’S  
COUNTRY HOUSE
A perennial favourite, the gardens of this 
elegant hotel house a secret – the fine 
dining restaurant ZINZI, reservations 
recommended! 

* 23 thatched cottage suites, some with  
 plunge pool
* Dine at the Conservatory or Sage   
 Restaurant
* Swimming pool 
* Boma for high tea and sunset cocktails
* Close to Plettenberg & Knysna

PLETTENBERG BAY

THE OLD RECTORY
This intimate boutique hotel is housed 
in one of Plettenberg's national 
monuments and is a beautiful blend of 
heritage and designer flair.

* 18 luxury rooms decorated in   
 contemporary style
* Bar and restaurant
* Spa and outdoor pool
* Sun deck with comfy loungers
* Short walk to The Wedge beach

PLETTENBERG BAY

BOSAVERN GUEST 
HOUSE
A stylish 4 star guesthouse on a hill 
overlooking Robberg Peninsula – the 
shops and restaurants of Plettenberg Bay 
are a short drive or 15 minute walk away.

* 6 spacious rooms
* Panoramic views from the main   
 lounge and patio
* Pool and sun deck
* Breakfast area with floor-to-ceiling   
 windows
* Comfortable lounge and honesty bar

PLETTENBERG BAY

HOG HOLLOW 
COUNTRY LODGE
An extremely popular lodge set in 
forested grounds with great views of the 
Tsitsikamma Mountains and a reputation 
for friendly service and good food.

* 16 suites set in the gardens and a  
 private villa
* Main lodge with lounges, dining areas  
 and boma deck
* Swimming pool
* Walking trails 
* 18 kms from Plettenberg Bay

PLETTENBERG BAY

MILKWOOD MANOR
On it’s own small peninsula surrounded 
by sea and lagoon, this pleasant, 4 
star guesthouse sits right on one of 
Plettenberg’s pristine beaches.

* 11 contemporary rooms, most with   
 patio or balcony
* Lagoon, ocean and mountain views
* Comfortable lounges
* Beach terrace
* Beach bags with towels for guests’ use

PLETTENBERG BAY

THE PLETTENBERG
A renowned 5 star hotel with exceptional 
service and a unique location on 
the headland overlooking two of 
Plettenberg’s beaches.

* 35 rooms in two buildings and 2 villas
* 2 swimming pools
* Seafood restaurant with outdoor   
 terrace and ocean views
* Stylish cocktail bar and lounge
* Deliciously modern high tea menu
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EASTERN CAPE

SHAMWARI GAME RESERVE

A Big 5 reserve with a spectacular setting – it’s easy to 
understand Shamwari’s popularity. The different eco-systems 
provide natural environments for a variety of wildlife making 
for exciting game drives. The landscapes range from open plains 
to rocky mountains and with seven accommodation choices 
there is something for everyone, from tented luxury to exclusive 
lodges – including one that was designed with families in mind. 
In addition to the twice-daily game drives, you can go on guided 
walks or relax with a spa treatment. We highly recommend a 
visit to Born Free’s Big Cat Rescue Centre.

* Sindile, a new and luxurious camp, 9 tented suites with   
 plunge pools
* Eagles Crag, a luxury lodge with 9 rooms and a spa
* Bayethe Lodge, 12 tented suites with plunge pools
* Lobengula Lodge, 6 suites, ideal for exclusive use
* Long Lee Manor, beautifully remodelled with 18 rooms 
* Family-friendly Riverdene, 9 interconnecting rooms  
 & a kids adventure centre
* Contemporary Sarili with 5 rooms 

EASTERN CAPE

PUMBA PRIVATE GAME RESERVE
Pumba is home to a variety of wildlife, including the Big 5 
and a pride of rare white lions. There are two intimate lodges, 
a spa and a gym

* Water Lodge, 12 chalets with plunge pools & lake views
* Msenge Bush Lodge, 11 suites with plunge pools
* Each lodge has a main area with lounges and pool
* Twice-daily game drives
* Activities include guided walks, star gazing and archery

EASTERN CAPE

INZOLO
An intimate lodge with designer touches, Inzolo offers game 
drives and fine dining from its peaceful hillside location 
overlooking a secluded valley. 

* 4 beautifully styled chalets with balcony
* Enclosed shower with view
* Lounge, dining area and plunge pool at the main lodge
* Twice-daily game drives 
* Viewing deck
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EASTERN CAPE

AMAKHALA GAME RESERVE

This private reserve, just one hour’s drive from Port Elizabeth, 
has ten different lodges to choose from. They range from 3 
star through to 5 star with styles that include restored country 
houses, tented camps and exclusive safari lodges. Some are 
small and intimate, others larger and more spread out – we 
have listed a few of our favourites below. All offer morning and 
evening game drives to experience the reserve’s wildlife.

* Bush Lodge, 8 thatch and canvas suites with plunge pools
* Intimate & family-run, HillsNek Safari Camp has 4  
 tented suites
* Safari Lodge has 11 suites with plunge pools and  
 wonderful views 
* 3 star Leeuwenbosch Country House has 4 rooms  
 and a friendly feel
* Bukela, 4 suites and 10 tented luxury safari tents

ADDO ELEPHANT PARK

GORAH ELEPHANT CAMP
Situated in the middle of Addo Park, this exclusive lodge 
captures the romance of safari with its thatched tents and 
sweeping views.

* 11 tented suites with private deck & views
* Elegant indoor dining room
* Veranda for outdoor dining overlooking a water hole
* Swimming pool and boma
* Game drives in the park

ADDO ELEPHANT PARK

ELEPHANT HOUSE
On the edge of Addo National Park, this beautifully decorated 
thatched lodge is a great base from which to explore Addo’s 
wildlife – game drives are offered locally.

* 8 air-conditioned rooms
* Family-friendly
* 2 pools, gardens & courtyards
* Verandas filled with comfy sofas
* Guided tours and activities available locally (at extra charge)
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EASTERN CAPE

KARIEGA GAME RESERVE

A 10,000 hectare Big 5 reserve, Kariega is bordered east and 
west by two dramatic river valleys. This makes for a range of 
diverse habitats, ever-changing scenery and activities that 
extend beyond the morning and afternoon game drives. Take 
a game viewing cruise on the river, the birdlife is abundant, 
go fishing or canoeing or head out with a ranger for a guided 
walk. A boat cruise down the Bushmans River to the beaches at 
Kenton-on-Sea can be arranged (at additional cost).There’s a 
choice of lodges and locations, from riverfront to tented luxury 
on the hillside. All lodges have a pool.

* Main Lodge, 24 log chalets, some with plunge pool
* River Lodge, 10 thatched suites on Bushmans River
* Ukhozi Lodge, 10 superior suites with plunge pool and views
* Settlers Drift, a stylish 5 star tented lodge with 9 suites
* The Homestead, a 7 bedroom home for exclusive use
* Spa treatments and a gym are available at Main Lodge

EASTERN CAPE

SIBUYA GAME RESERVE
The Kariega River meanders through this scenically 
beautiful Big 5 reserve on which you’ll find two tented eco-
camps and a thatched lodge.

* Forest Camp, 8 tents
* River Camp, 4 tents, family friendly
* Bush Lodge, 5 suites, just outside the reserve
* Game drives, canoeing, fishing and swimming
* Arrive by boat along the river

EASTERN CAPE

KICHAKA LODGE
Just over an hour's drive from Port Elizabeth, this 5 star 
lodge overlooks a waterhole and is surrounded by the rolling 
landscapes of the Lalibela Reserve. 

* 10 spacious thatched chalets with plunge pool
* Welcoming main lodge with lounge and dining area
* Rim-flow pool with viewing deck
* Twice-daily game drives; guided walks also available
* Wellness suite for massages
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KWAZULU-NATAL
Affectionately known as ‘KZN’ this area 
is famous for its beautiful scenery, historic 
battlefields, game reserves, National Parks and 
Indian Ocean beaches. In fact we often refer 
to it as ‘South Africa in a nutshell’. It’s also 
the homeland of the Zulu who proudly display 
their colourful culture and traditions.

The roads are well sign-posted so it is an ideal 
area to explore on a self-drive holiday, though 
we can also offer scheduled small group tours as 
well should you prefer to travel with a guide.

DURBAN’S BEACHES & THE MIDLANDS 
We recommend starting or ending your itinerary with a few 
nights in Umhlanga or Ballito. These coastal towns are a short 
drive from Durban and the airport, yet have a holiday feel to 
them, with a good choice of cafés and restaurants and a stretch 
of promenade, ideal for those morning walks.

From here, it’s a short drive inland to the Midlands where we 
recommend a few days to explore the ‘Midlands Meander’, 
a series of five sign-posted routes that will take you to local 
artisans, art galleries and boutiques, restaurants, landmarks 
and activities. It’s a great way to discover hidden gems. En 
route, be sure to stop at Nelson Mandela’s capture site near 
Howick, there’s an interesting exhibition and a sculptural 
monument that, when viewed from a certain angle, creates an 
image of Mandela’s face.

THE ELEPHANT COAST 
Stretching from Lake St Lucia to Kosi Bay this coastline is 
an area of pristine beaches, wildlife reserves and untouched 
wetlands – it’s the unspoiled nature that we find so appealing. 
iSimangaliso St Lucia Wetland Park, South Africa’s first World 
Heritage Site, has waterways, lakes, grasslands and forests 
that you can explore by canoe, boat or on foot. It’s home to 
South Africa’s largest population of hippos but that’s not all – 
the birdlife is incredible, turtles nest on the beaches (usually 
November to February) and you can fish on the lakes (catch & 
release).

BATTLEFIELDS & SURROUNDS 
Isandlwana, Rorke's Drift, Blood River, Spionkop. You may 

be familiar with these famous battle sites already, but, unless 
you’ve been before, we can almost guarantee that you’ll never 
have heard their stories told quite like this. Our partners in this 
area include some of the most talented storytellers we have 
experienced. There’s nothing quite like standing in the actual 
spot where the battle took place as your guide brings it all to life 
around you – their passionate retelling will have you hanging 
on every word.

SAFARI 
As it’s so close to the battlefields, we find that the malaria-free, 
Big 5 Nambiti Reserve slots easily into a KZN itinerary. Along 
the coast from Durban, there are a number of great reserves, 
including Hluhluwe-Imfolozi National Park, South Africa’s 
oldest nature reserve and a true conservation success story. 
Choose whether you want to sleep under canvas or in a stylish 
lodge.

DRAKENSBERG MOUNTAINS 
This iconic mountain range, originally called uKhahlamba 
or the ‘Barrier of Spears’, is woven into the very fabric of 
South African history. Did you know, for example, that the 
famous ‘Amphitheatre’ in the Royal Natal National Park 
was the setting for the film ‘Zulu’? It’s a dramatic sight. Our 
lodges have a great range of outdoor activities and often offer 
complimentary guided walks which we think are the best way 
to explore the area. 

If you have a head for heights, the drive up the Sani Pass into 
the beautiful kingdom of Lesotho is spectacular but also very 
rough and steep so a 4x4 vehicle is a must, or take a tour.
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Climate

°C = Average daily maximum temperature in Celsius
 R = Average monthly rainfall in centimetres
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ITINERARY SUGGESTION

KZN IN A NUTSHELL  

DAYS 1-3 – Arrive Durban, collect your 
car and drive to the Midlands for 3 nights 
of exploration.

DAYS 4-5 – Head into the Drakensberg 
Mountains for a couple of nights.

DAYS 6-8 – Drive to the battlefields – 
we suggest splitting your time between 
Spionkop and Rorke's Drift areas. 
The lodges here also offer additional 
activities such as game drives and game 
walks in their private reserves. 

DAYS 9-10 – A short drive to Nambiti 
Reserve for 2 nights on safari.

DAYS 11-12 – Drive back to the coast 
and relax by the sea in Umhlanga.

DAY 13 – Return to Durban.
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UMHLANGA

THE OYSTER BOX

The much loved, 5 star Oyster Box sits 
on Umhlanga’s prestigious beachfront, 
overlooking the Indian Ocean and iconic 
lighthouse.

* 86 rooms and suites
* Dining options include the famous   
 Curry Buffet and Chef’s Table
* Extensive breakfast buffet 
* Indulgent high tea
* 2 pools and award-winning spa

UMHLANGA

BEVERLY HILLS

A long-standing feature of the Umhlanga 
skyline, the Beverly Hills combines 
classic 5 star comforts, service and 
facilities with great ocean views.

* 89 rooms with balcony and sea view
* Heated outdoor pool
* 2 restaurants for indoor and outdoor  
 dining
* Lounge and café bar
* Direct access to the beach

UMHLANGA

SANDALS GUEST 
HOUSE
A friendly, owner-run guesthouse in 
Umhlanga, just a short walk from the 
beaches, shops, restaurants and iconic 
lighthouse.

* 4 individually decorated rooms
* 2 bedroom apartment
* Bar leading out to swimming pool  
 and patio
* Bright breakfast room
* Sun deck and shady veranda

UMHLANGA

TEREMOK MARINE

This 5 star boutique hotel is a peaceful 
haven with beautifully styled suites, areas 
to sit and relax and a large pool in the 
secluded gardens.

* 8 unique suites
* Spa with extensive treatment list
* Honesty bar and coffee stations
* Complimentary transfers to local   
 restaurants
* 1 km from Umhlanga village centre

THE MIDLANDS

CLEOPATRA MOUNTAIN 
FARMHOUSE
This eclectic farmhouse, tucked away 
on a trout-filled dam and surrounded by 
mountains, is known the world over for its 
exceptional cuisine.

* 12 rooms in rustic farmhouse style
* 7 course dinner based around seasonal,  
 local produce
* Well-stocked, underground wine cellar
* Cosy farmhouse lounges 
* Mountain hiking and scenic walks

THE MIDLANDS

FORDOUN HOTEL  
& SPA
It’s an impressive drive up to this award-
winning 5 star hotel, surrounded as it is by 
beautiful countryside and miles of biking 
and walking trails. 

* 22 well-furnished rooms and suites
* Fine dining at Skye Bistro
* Excellent spa, indoor and outdoor pools
* Meet with a traditional Zulu healer
* Great location for exploring the   
 Midlands Meander routes
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SPIONKOP

THREE TREE HILL

A friendly, family-run lodge overlooking 
a game reserve, where you can enjoy 
emotive tours of the Anglo-Boer 
battlefields and guided walks in the 
reserve.

* 8 cottages, 3 are great for families
* Main lodge with lounge and veranda
* Pool with viewing deck
* Game walks & battlefield tours  
 (charges apply)
* Nature trails

DRAKENSBERG

CATHEDRAL PEAK

Surrounded by the stunning scenery of 
the uKhahlamba Drakensberg Park, this 
family-friendly, 4 star mountain resort 
offers an incredible amount of activities.

* 104 rooms, including family rooms
* Buffet-style dining
* 2 pools, gym, wellness centre
* Kids facilities including playground
* 18 walking trails, tennis, 9-hole golf   
 course

RORKE’S DRIFT

FUGITIVES’ DRIFT

A luxurious lodge in a wildlife reserve 
close to the historic battle sites of 
Isandlwana and Rorke’s Drift – we highly 
recommend the battlefield tours.

* 10 contemporary suites in the Lodge
* Guesthouse with 6 rooms
* Dining area and pool
* Battlefield tours (charges apply)
* Game walks, hiking and biking   
 (charges apply)

NAMBITI

CHEETAH RIDGE

Contemporary-African best describes this 
4 star lodge set in an original grey-stone 
manor house overlooking a waterhole and 
under the shade of an ancient fig tree.

* 10 suites with private viewing decks
* Morning and afternoon game drives in  
 the malaria-free reserve
* Swimming pool
* Outdoor boma
* Hide for observing wildlife

DRAKENSBERG

CHAMPAGNE CASTLE

Nestled just below Champagne Castle 
peak, this popular 4 star mountain resort 
feels very close to the mountains – the 
views are breath-taking. 

* 60 rooms and 7 self-catering chalets
* Buffet-style dining, bar and lounge
* Swimming pool and outdoor chess
* Spa and games room
* Guided walks, fishing, tennis and   
 bowls

ZULULAND

GHOST MOUNTAIN INN

A 4 star hotel located at the foot of the 
legendary Ghost Mountain – an ideal base 
from which to explore Zululand and the 
Elephant Coast.

* 50 air-conditioned rooms
* Extensive gardens
* 2 pools and spa
* Dining room and boma
* Game drives, walks, boat cruises   
 (charges apply)
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MANYONI

LEOPARD MOUNTAIN

A family-owned lodge with a spectacular 
location, perched on a hill with incredi-
ble, uninterrupted views over the private 
Manyoni Game Reserve.

* 8 chalets with balconies and private   
 plunge pools
* Main lodge with dining room and deck
* Al fresco dining at the boma
* Twice-daily game drives
* Africology Spa

ELEPHANT COAST

KOSI FOREST LODGE

With a massive Zulu Podberry tree at its 
heart, this lodge nestles in sand forest on 
the shores of the Kosi Lakes system, a 
wetland wilderness.

* 8 forest rooms with outdoor baths
* Family-friendly lodge
* Small pool overlooking the lake
* Canoeing, snorkelling, fishing,  
 boat trips
* Guided walks and excellent birding

MANYONI

RHINO SANDS

 A beautiful, intimate tented camp, 
tucked into the forest and designed 
to recall the romance of safari with 
billowing white curtains and chandeliers.

* 4 luxuriously furnished tents
* Each has expansive private deck and  
 plunge pool
* Mess tent with sofas and dining deck
* Boma for campfire dinners
* Morning and afternoon game drives

PHINDA

andBEYOND PHINDA 

A scenically beautiful, private reserve 
with a choice of lodges as diverse as the 
landscapes and a great variety of wildlife, 
including the Big 5.

* 5 lodges and 1 exclusive use villa 
* Family-friendly, children’s activities
* Sand forest, mountains, plains and   
 wetlands
* Game drives, abundant wildlife
* Bush walks, rhino tracking

ELEPHANT COAST

MAKAKATANA BAY 
LODGE
A beautiful lodge located in the 
iSimangaliso St Lucia Wetland Park, on 
the shores of Lake St Lucia – a unique 
bush and beach experience.

* 8 air-conditioned suites
* Stylish main lodge with pool
* Dine on the deck or at the boma 
* Game drives in the park
* A full day safari is included in stays  
 of 2 nights

ELEPHANT COAST

THONGA BEACH LODGE

Set above a secluded bay and nestled 
into a beautiful coastal dune forest, this 
wilderness beach lodge is on the edge of 
iSimangaliso St Lucia Wetland Park.

* 12 thatched suites, ocean or forest views
* Forest spa
* 2 pools and beach deck above the dunes
* Turtle tracking (Nov-Feb)
* Guided snorkelling, kayaking & forest  
 walks
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BUSH & BEACH
TAILOR-MADE / FLY-IN 

KWAZULU-NATAL 
EXPLORER
TAILOR-MADE / SELF-DRIVE 

HIGHLIGHTS      

* Safari in the Greater Kruger  
* Umhlanga Beach  

DAYS 1-3 – Fly into Hoedspruit 
Airport from where it’s a short drive to 
the Timbavati Private Nature Reserve. 
Arrive at your lodge, your home for the 
next 3 nights. During your stay, you’ll 
enjoy twice-daily game drives in the 
reserve which lies adjacent to the Kruger 
National Park. There are no fences so 
animals move freely between the reserve 
and park. Being in a private reserve 
means your ranger can drive off-road to 
get you closer to the wildlife.

DAYS 4-6 – Transfer by road to the Sabi 
Sand, another private area adjoining the 

Kruger. We recommend a scenic transfer 
which will also take in the beautiful 
sights of the Panorama Route. Stay in 
your chosen Sabi Sand lodge for 3 nights 
and enjoy the game viewing in this area. 
The area is well known for leopard 
sightings.

DAYS 7-10 – Fly from Kruger to 
Durban and relax for 4 nights by the sea 
in Umhlanga. Whether you choose to 
stay in a boutique guesthouse or one of 
Umhlanga’s 5 star hotels, you’ll have time 
to unwind by the pool or beach, take a 
walk along the promenade and explore 
the resorts shops, restaurants and malls.
 
DAY 11 – Continue your trip – ask us for 
ideas – or fly home from Durban.

HIGHLIGHTS      

* Lake St Lucia * iSimangaliso Wetland      
   Park * Safari * Forests & Lakes  
* Beach Relaxation

DAYS 1-3 – Arrive in Durban, pick 
up your car and drive to iSimangaliso 
Wetland Park for a 3 night stay at 
Makakatana Bay on the banks of Lake St 
Lucia. A UNESCO World Heritage Site, 
there’ll be opportunities to explore the 
unique wetlands on game drives, take a 
cruise on the lake or head to the beach.

DAYS 4-6 – Drive inland to Manyoni 
Private Game Reserve for 3 nights on 
safari. Go under canvas at Rhino Sands 
or stay at Leopard Hills Lodge and 
explore the reserve on morning and 
afternoon game drives. 

DAYS 7-8 – Drive to the northern-most 
edge of iSimangaliso and spend a couple 
of nights in Kosi Forest Lodge where 
you’ll find raffia palm forests and a 
labyrinth of lakes.

DAYS 9-11 – A short drive to Thonga 
Beach for 3 nights of barefoot luxury. 
Relax on the beach, go snorkelling in the 
ocean or kayaking on Lake Sibaya.

DAY 12 – Drive down the coast to 
Umhlanga for a final night in this lively 
resort.

DAY 13 – Continue your tailor-made 
holiday or fly home from Durban.
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MPUMALANGA 
& THE GREATER 
KRUGER AREA
An area of outstanding natural beauty and one of the most famous wildlife 
areas in the world – this corner of South Africa, hemmed in by Mozambique 
and Zimbabwe, is one we never tire of. There are flat plains, rolling hills and 
mountains dotted with small towns and villages. The scenery becomes more 
dramatic as the Kruger beckons.

MPUMALANGA 
Our advice – don’t rush through Mpumalanga in your haste 
to get on safari. We say slow down, spend a couple of days in a 
lovely inn or countryside retreat and explore the area, you won’t 
be disappointed. Blyde River Canyon and the aptly-named 
God’s Window with views that stretch to eternity are two of the 
highlights. Then we have the Three Rondavels, Bourke's Luck 
Potholes, waterfalls, a lift that descends 51 metres into Graskop 
Gorge and the historic mining town of Pilgrim’s Rest.

DAY TRIPS 
Panorama Route 
Depending on where you are staying, this can be a quick half 
day highlights tour or a more leisurely full day tour. 

Endangered Species Experience
Delve deeper into the conservation work of two world-
renowned conservation centres where experts will conduct 
tours of the centres and explain their rehabilitation techniques.

Kruger National Park
Spend a morning, afternoon or full day in the park with an 
experienced guide on an open game viewing vehicle.

The Kingdom of eSwatini
Formerly known as Swaziland, this is a full day tour to one of 
the longest standing dynasties in Africa. Expect welcoming 
hosts and breath-taking mountain scenery.

GREATER KRUGER AREA 
If you’ve ever wondered what it would be like to see an elephant 
or giraffe in the flesh, hear, or even feel, the power of a lion’s 
roar, then Kruger National Park should be on your travel list. It 
is one of the largest game reserves in Africa and renowned for 
the exceptional game viewing. It’s worth visiting at any time of  

 
the year but we think the cooler and drier months from April to 
November are best for viewing the wildlife – the grass is shorter, 
the vegetation less dense and the animals easier to spot.

We work with lodges in private areas of land within the 
National Park itself and also with lodges located in the privately 
managed reserves that adjoin the park. These are all Big 5 areas, 
the Sabi Sand reserve in particular has carved a reputation for 
leopard sightings (though as with all wildlife, nothing can ever 
be guaranteed!). Your lodge will typically offer two game drives 
a day, along with other activities. You’ll need a minimum of two 
nights, ideally longer.

KRUGER EXPERIENCES 
Authentic Kruger
Explore Kruger as the South Africans do – hire a car and 
self-drive through the park, staying in the park’s rest camps. 
Accommodation here is more basic than the privately run 
lodges; it is simple, adequate and the price reflects this. 
Facilities vary between the camps – some have restaurants, 
convenience stores and swimming pools, others not much more 
than a bungalow to sleep in. This experience is not for everyone, 
but if you’ve been before and want to experience something 
different, give us a call to discuss.

Kruger Under Canvas
What we love about camping is the thrill of sleeping under 
canvas, sitting around a campfire at night, sharing bush tales 
and listening to hyena or lions calling in the background. It’s 
about as close to nature as you can get. Our four night private 
camping safaris depart from Hazyview or Skukuza. You’ll 
sleep in safari-style tents on campsites within the park and 
spend your days exploring in an open vehicle with a highly 
experienced field guide.
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“FOR ME THE KRUGER NEVER DISAPPOINTS, 
IN FACT IT ALWAYS, ALWAYS EXCEEDS MY 
EXPECTATIONS. EVERY DAY THERE WILL 
BE AT LEAST ONE SIGHTING THAT WILL 
LEAVE YOU FEELING HUMBLED BY THE 
MAGNIFICENCE OF THE NATURAL WORLD.” 
Liz, Managing Director
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HAZYVIEW

RISSINGTON INN

Near the bustling village of Hazyview 
and close to the Panorama Route, this 
thatched homestead is perfectly placed 
for exploring. 

* 18 rooms and 2 suites (suites have a   
 shared pool)
* Dining room and library
* Open plan lounge and bar
* Extensive gardens 
* Pool and patio

KRUGER

JOCK SAFARI LODGE

An elegant 5 star lodge and a family-
friendly safari house in a private 
concession in the Kruger National Park 
where the game viewing is excellent.

* 12 thatched rooms with plunge pools
* Pool and boma
* Relaxation Retreat with sauna
* Bush walks and game drives
* Junior Ranger training for kids

HAZYVIEW

SUMMERFIELDS  
ROSE RETREAT
A comfortable retreat, surrounded by 
a working rose and macadamia farm 
where even their own gin is distilled on 
the estate.

* 12 tented rooms
* 2 luxury suites, ideal for    
 honeymooners
* Rose spa
* River Café bistro
* Pool and jogging track

KRUGER

PAFURI TENTED CAMP 

A stylish camp on the banks of the 
Luvuvhu River in the northern reaches of 
Kruger National Park, an area known for 
exceptional birdlife.

* 19 tents with indoor and outdoor   
 showers
* Bush bar and al fresco dining
* Swimming pool and sun deck
* Twice-daily game drives
* Guided walks

KRUGER

LUKIMBI SAFARI 
LODGE
In the southern sector of the Kruger 
National Park, Lukimbi is a family 
friendly, 5 star lodge with views over the 
Lwakahle River. 

* 16 suites, 2 with plunge pool
* Swimming pool 
* Kids’ paddling pool
* Spa and small gym
* Bush walks and game drives

KRUGER

RHINO POST

Built from natural materials, this stone, 
wood, thatch and canvas camp has an 
authentic bush feel and overlooks a dry 
riverbed.

* 8 stylish suites with private decks
* Swimming pool
* Lounge with wine cellar and bar
* Active waterhole and outside fireplace
* Sister camp offering walking safaris
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GREATER KRUGER

THORNYBUSH PRIVATE  
NATURE RESERVE
With 11 lodges to choose from, whether you prefer a tented 
camp, an elegant lodge or an intimate retreat, Thornybush 
has something for everyone.

* 11 lodges and camps – 4 premium and 7 classic
* 8 stylish tented suites with pools at Saseka
* 4 intimate lodges that sleep 8 each
* Children’s programme at Waterside Lodge 
* Morning and afternoon game drives

GREATER KRUGER

KAPAMA PRIVATE GAME RESERVE

Nestled between Blyde River and Kruger National Park is 
this Big 5 private reserve with 4 lodges and accommodation 
ranging from tented suites to full-service lodges.

* River Lodge, 62 suites, pool & cocktail bar
* Southern Camp, 15 suites & 10 pool villas 
* Karula, the flagship lodge, 10 ultra-stylish pool suites 
* Buffalo Camp, 10 open plan, tented suites
* Romantic sleep-out experience available

GREATER KRUGER

MALAMALA PRIVATE GAME 
RESERVE
Strategically positioned between Kruger Park and Sabi 
Sand Reserve, this is a large reserve with just 3 lodges and a 
reputation for exceptional game viewing.  

* MalaMala Camp, 19 rooms and family-friendly
* Sable Camp, 6 rooms, ideal for families
* Rattray’s Camp, 8 rooms with plunge pools
* All camps have a pool and boma
* 19 kms of unfenced border with the Kruger

SABI SAND & KRUGER

LION SANDS PRIVATE GAME 
RESERVE
With its feet in both the Sabi Sand Reserve and Kruger 
National Park, this private reserve combines stylish lodges 
with great wildlife viewing.

* River Lodge, beautifully redesigned with 18 rooms
* Chic Ivory Lodge, 8 villas with plunge pools
* Narina Lodge, 9 suites perched on stilts
* Tinga Lodge, 9 elegant suites with plunge pools
* 3 spectacular Treehouses for romantic sleep outs
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KRUGER

NGALA PRIVATE GAME 
RESERVE
A private reserve within the Kruger 
National Park. operated by andBeyond 
with a family-friendly lodge and an 
intimate tented camp on the river.

* Safari Lodge, 20 cottages, family suite  
 and spa
* Tented Camp, 9 tented suites 
* Both camps have a pool, lounge, bar
* Bush walks
* Twice-daily game drives 

TIMBAVATI

KAMBAKU LODGES 

Two family-owned lodges in prime 
locations – Safari Lodge is a great choice 
for families with an interactive kids 
programme for children of all ages. 

* Family-friendly Safari Lodge, 8 rooms
* River Sands, 10 thatched suites, wine  
 cellar overlooking the waterhole
* Both lodges have a pool
* Spa and gym at River Sands
* Day and night game drives and walks

TIMBAVATI

MOTSWARI PRIVATE 
GAME RESERVE
This family-owned 4 star lodge is in a 
private game reserve within the Timbavati 
Nature Reserve and open to the Kruger 
National Park.

* 15 air-conditioned bungalows
* 4 rooms at Geiger’s Camp
* Swimming pool
* Boma and bush dinners
* Giraffe's Nest, a treehouse for sleep-  
 outs

KLASERIE

XANATSENI PRIVATE 
CAMP
A thatched camp that recalls the romance 
of safari, beautifully decorated in a 
contemporary African style with an open-
plan living area for sociable get-togethers.

* 5 stylish rooms
* Main lodge with lounge & dining areas
* Patio with sun loungers
* Swimming pool and gym
* Lookout tower with views over the   
 waterhole 
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KLASERIE

LAST WORD KITARA

Inspired by nature, Kitara is a beautifully 
decorated, intimate, stone and thatch 
lodge with shaded lawns on the banks of 
the Klaserie River.

* 6 spacious suites with indoor &   
 outdoor showers
* Main lodge with lounge areas
* Infinity pool overlooking the river
* Game drives and guided walks
* Boma and outdoor dining 

KLASERIE

AFRICA ON FOOT

As the name suggests, walking safaris 
are a speciality at this rustic bush camp, 
led by experienced trails guides through 
game-rich wilderness.

* 5 solar-powered chalets
* Comfortable main lounge and bar area
* Dining room, boma and campfire
* 2 splash pools
* Morning walks and sundowner game  
 drives



SABI SAND

NOTTEN’S BUSH CAMP

A family-run lodge in the Sabi Sand, 
Notten’s has an authentic safari feel, 
romantically lit at night by candles and 
lanterns.

* 9 suites
* Summer House with lounge and   
 dining areas overlooking a waterhole
* Treehouse hide
* Spa and 20 metre lap pool
* Guided walking safaris

SABI SAND

INYATI GAME LODGE

A stone and thatch lodge, comfortably 
furnished and well positioned to make 
the most of the river views, Inyati offers 
value for money.

* 11 well-appointed chalets
* Dining deck overlooking the Sand   
 River
* Swimming pool and gym
* Traditional Shangaan boma
* Game drives and guided walks

SABI SAND

andBEYOND 
KIRKMAN’S KAMP
There’s a sense of history at Kirkmans – 
once the home of conservationist Harry 
Kirkman, the main house is brimming 
with 1920s artefacts.

* 18 air-conditioned cottages
* Colonial lounge, bar and dining room
* Terrace with bush views
* Swimming pool
* Expansive lawn grazed by resident   
 warthogs

GREATER KRUGER

SABI SABI PRIVATE 
GAME RESERVE 
Within the Sabi Sand Reserve, this 
private reserve houses four individually-
decorated lodges, with styles ranging from 
vintage glamour to eco-chic.

* Selati Lodge, 7 vintage suites
* Family-friendly Bush Lodge, 25 suites  
 and Kids Centre
* Intimate Little Bush Camp, 6 suites
* Earth Lodge, 13 suites with pools
* Spas at Bush Lodge and Earth Lodge

SABI SAND

SAVANNA PRIVATE 
GAME RESERVE
With friendly staff, beautiful rooms and 
waterholes that attract a host of wildlife, 
you may find you don’t stray far from your 
armchair at Savanna.

* 9 spacious suites with plunge pools
* Comfortable main lodge overlooking  
 the waterhole
* Viewing loft and library
* Swimming pool
* Candle-lit dinners with fine wines

SABI SAND

ULUSABA

One is perched high on a kopje, the 
other immersed in the bush – both of Sir 
Richard Branson’s Sabi Sand lodges offer 
exceptional experiences.

* Rock Lodge, 8 suites & great views
* Safari Lodge, 8 suites, nestled in the   
 trees
* Cliff Lodge for exclusive use
* All lodges have pools
* Aroma Boma Spa
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With one serving as a main international gateway to South 
Africa and the other hosting the departure point for the 
country’s iconic trains, Johannesburg and Pretoria feature on 
many itineraries. But we think there’s so much more to them 
than merely an arrival or departure point.

Rovos Rail, the Blue Train and the Shongololo Express all start 
or end their journeys in Pretoria. There are lovely old buildings 
and leafy streets, especially colourful in October when the 
jacaranda trees are in full bloom. We usually recommend 
staying here before your train journey so that you miss the 
traffic coming in from Johannesburg. 

Johannesburg is South Africa’s biggest city and while it may 
lack the scenic charm of Cape Town, it is still home to some 
incredibly important sights that we feel should feature on 
everyone’s itinerary. Whether you choose to delve into South 
Africa’s somewhat turbulent past or you want to be brought 
right up to date with urban culture, here’s what we feel are 
‘must-dos’ when in Johannesburg (or Jozi, as the locals 
affectionately call it).

CULTURAL
Soweto
Many struggles during the apartheid years were played out 
on the streets of the Soweto townships. Today it is a thriving, 
expanding community with its own sub-culture. Visit Vilakazi 
Street, the only street in the world where two Nobel Peace Prize 
winners lived – Nelson Mandela and Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu. Taste ‘Soweto Gold’ at a local craft brewery and visit 
Freedom Square. Cycling tours can also be arranged.

Maboneng & Newtown
Two urban regeneration success stories – Maboneng is a 
vibrant area with shops, street cafés, art studios, galleries and a 
lively food and design market on Sundays.  Newtown is part of 
the city’s creative and cultural hub.

Urban Art
A walking tour of the city’s graffiti and street art may not be 
top of your list, but we found it fascinating – not to mention 
colourful!

HISTORICAL
Apartheid Museum
An essential visit for an insight into the apartheid story.

Cradle of Humankind
The Sterkfontein Caves are regarded as one of the most 
important archaeological sites in the world and the 
underground visitor attraction at Maropeng tells the story of 
the Cradle of Humankind.

JOHANNESBURG 
& PRETORIA
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PRETORIA

CASTELLO DI MONTE
Built in the style of a Tuscan villa, this 5 star guesthouse 
has spectacular views and is located in Waterkloof Road, an 
exclusive suburb of Pretoria.

* 9 elegantly furnished rooms and suites
* 7 intimate dining areas
* Estate with mature landscaped gardens
* Roman-style swimming pool
* Sauna and steam shower

PRETORIA

131 HERBERT BAKER
Built originally as a private residence, guests are instantly 
made to feel at home at this exclusive boutique hotel, with its 
pleasant gardens and fabulous views of Pretoria.

*  8 individually furnished rooms
* Bar and elegant restaurant
* Gardens with swimming pool
* Panoramic terrace with 180° views
* Convenient for Rovos and Blue Train departures

JOHANNESBURG

THE PEECH
A stylish, family-owned hotel with a mix of classic and ultra-
chic rooms, surrounded by extensive gardens – an oasis of 
calm in the city’s Melrose district.

* 32 rooms and suites
* Classic and Luxury rooms are in the gardens
* Casual, contemporary dining in 2 restaurants
* Swimming pool
* Relaxing gardens

JOHANNESBURG

THE RESIDENCE
A haven of tranquillity in the Houghton area of 
Johannesburg, this charming boutique hotel brims with 
chandeliers, colourful rugs and stylish suites.

* 18 rooms and suites
* Restaurant
* Spa with steam room and sauna
* 3 swimming pools and tennis court
* Piano bar and lounge
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OTHER RESERVES
Just three to four hours drive from Johannesburg and you will find yourself in a 
completely different world. There are a number of malaria-free game reserves all 
within driving distance, so they are popular with families and those who prefer not 
to fly. We have selected the reserves and lodges we feel offer the best experiences and we 
suggest you travel here midweek to avoid the busy weekend traffic.

MADIKWE GAME RESERVE 
Right on the border with Botswana, Madikwe is the fourth 
largest reserve in the country. It is home to the Big 5 – rhino 
(both black and white), buffalo, elephant, lion, leopard – along 
with cheetah and wild dog plus vast numbers of other game 
and amazing birdlife. There are daily scheduled flights from 
Johannesburg or the transfer by road takes around 41/2 hours. 

WATERBERG 
If you’re intent on ticking off the Big 5, we wouldn’t recommend 
the Waterberg, but we would recommend it for couples or 
families who want to enjoy some great wildlife viewing in scenic 
locations. There are exclusive use villas ideally suited for  
families and lodges that offer a wide range of activities from 
horse riding and fishing to bush walks. We suggest combining 
with a lodge in the Kruger or, for something different, how 
about Mashatu in Botswana?

WELGEVONDEN GAME RESERVE 
We love the feel of this reserve, the wildlife, the scenery and 
the feeling of being immersed in the bush – when we visited 
elephant and rhino were abundant. We suggest coming here if 
you are short of time and just want a quick safari hit. If you have 
more time we’d recommend combining the Welgevonden with a 
lodge in the Waterberg.
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WATERBERG

TINTSWALO LAPALALA

A beautifully furnished, eco-friendly lodge overlooking an 
active waterhole in the malaria-free Lapalala Wilderness 
Reserve.

* 8 tented suites with plunge pools and outdoor baths
* Main lodge with relaxation deck
* Swimming pool
* Twice-daily game drives
* Bush walks, fishing, children’s activities

WATERBERG

THE ANT COLLECTION

Two relaxed and informal family-friendly lodges offering 
personal and flexible safari experiences, with horse-riding 
for all ages and abilities.

* Ant’s Hill, 4 cottages with pools, 1 room
* Veranda overlooking the gorge and waterhole
* Ant’s Nest, 6 rooms 
* Private game reserve 
* Mountain biking

WATERBERG

JEMBISA BUSH HOME
Families feel right at home in this stylish bush house – the 
friendly managers are very flexible and there’s a host of 
activities for all ages.

* 6 rooms, sleeping up to 14
* Heated pool & tennis court
* Day and night game drives
* Large play room for children with table tennis
* Activities include fishing, guided walks, mountain biking

WATERBERG

MARATABA SAFARI LODGE
Stay in one of just two exclusive lodges and explore the 
mountains, savannahs and waterways of this private reserve 
on game drives or walks.

* Family-friendly Safari Lodge, 15 tented suites
* Eco-chic Mountain Lodge, 5 suites with views
* Swimming pools at both lodges
* Game drives, guided trails walks
* Treehouse sleep-outs (at extra cost)
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WELGEVONDEN

EKUTHULENI LODGE

A family-friendly, thatched lodge with 
comfortable lounges and expansive views 
across the plains from its rooms and 
public spaces.

* 6 rooms and 1 family room
* Swimming pool
* Dining room, lounges and open-air   
 deck 
* Boma area with camp fire
* Morning and afternoon game drives

MADIKWE

IMPODIMO GAME 
LODGE
A family-friendly lodge where you feel 
immersed in nature, with thatched 
rooms carved from the hillside and 
surrounded by the bush.

* 8 glass-fronted chalets with air   
 conditioning 
* 2 bedroom suite with plunge pool
* Swimming pool
* Activities for children of all ages
* Underground hide at the waterhole

WELGEVONDEN

CAMP NDLOVU

An elegant camp that not only delivers 
a thrilling wildlife experience but also 
brings style, sophistication and some 
opulence to the bush.

* 5 suites with wrap-around decks and  
 plunge pools
* Elegantly furnished main lodge 
* Indoor and outdoor dining areas
* Pool, gym and spa
* Game drives and walks

WELGEVONDEN

MHONDORO SAFARI 
LODGE
Contemporary-chic meets the bush in 
this a beautifully styled lodge where the 
interior design is matched by stunning 
views and delicious cuisine.

* 6 spacious suites, 1 with plunge pool
* 3-bedroom villa ideal for families
* Heated pool, spa suite & gym
* Expansive decks with views
* Underground hide overlooking a   
 waterhole
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MADIKWE SAFARI 
LODGE
A collection of three lodges – all ages are 
welcome at family-friendly Lelapa Lodge 
while two intimate lodges are ideal for 
couples.

* Lelapa Lodge, 12 rooms 
* 4 rooms each at Kopano and Dithaba  
 Lodges
* All rooms have plunge pools
* Kids Club and pool at Lelapa Lodge
* Game drives and bush walks

MADIKWE

TUNINGI SAFARI  
LODGE
Children of all ages are welcomed and 
catered for at Tuningi, where even the very 
young get to go out on a ‘bumble’ (short 
game drive).

* 6 stone and thatch suites, including 2  
 family suites
* Nannies available (charges apply)
* Kids playroom and activities
* Rimflow pool
* Watering hole and viewing deck



MADIKWE

MADIKWE HILLS

A beautifully styled lodge with incredible 
views from all areas, set among boulders 
and old Tamboti trees in the heart of the 
reserve.

* 10 luxurious suites with plunge pools
* Floor-to-ceiling windows for   
 uninterrupted views
* Exclusive use villa
* Bush breakfasts
* Game drives and walks

MADIKWE

SANCTUARY 
MAKANYANE
An intimate lodge that blends into 
the bush, tucked away in a private 
concession within the Madikwe reserve 
– an exclusive experience is assured.

* 8 air-conditioned suites with full-  
 length glass windows
* Suites overlook the Marico River
* Infinity pool and sun loungers
* Sleep-out deck 
* Small gym, spa treatments

MADIKWE

THE ROYAL MADIKWE

A luxurious lodge with stand-alone 
suites built from stone and thatch and 
set either side of the main Clubhouse, 
overlooking the bush and the waterhole.  

* 3 suites with plunge pools
* 2 family units
* 3-bedroom Sovereign House
* Clubhouse with pool and cosy places  
 to relax
* Game drives and kids activities

MADIKWE

RHULANI SAFARI 
LODGE
Family-owned, Rhulani combines a 
sense of style with a feeling of space and 
tranquillity that are perfectly in tune with 
its stunning location.

* 9 rooms with plunge pools
* All ages welcome & playroom for kids
* Swimming pool
* Outdoor deck overlooking the   
 waterhole
* Morning and afternoon game drives

MADIKWE 

MATEYA SAFARI LODGE

With just 5 suites and no more than 
four people on each vehicle, Mateya is 
all about personal service, space and 
exclusivity.

* 5 large, thatched suites with plunge   
 pool
* Beautifully furnished main lodge
* Expansive views
* Elegant lounge and dining area
* Well-stocked wine cellar

MADIKWE 

JAMALA MADIKWE

A beautiful, owner-managed lodge, with 
stylish suites, exceptional award-winning 
cuisine and a deck that’s just perfect for a 
sofa safari.

* 5 spacious villa suites 
* Each has rimflow pool and waterhole  
 view
* Main lodge with lounge and fireplace
* Spa and Gym
* Savour Chef Nico’s gourmet cuisine
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ST HELENA

This tiny island – just 47 square miles – may be just a drop in 
the ocean but it’s absolutely fascinating. It’s a British Overseas 
Territory, the final resting place of Napoleon and a nature lover’s 
paradise. No wonder it’s on so many bucket lists!

The remote location, 4,901 miles from the UK and 1,200 
miles from the west coast of Africa, means that it has remained 
beautifully unspoiled. The islanders, known as the Saints, are 
charming, welcoming and full of fascinating stories which they’ll 
happily share over dinner, an experience we highly recommend.

GETTING THERE
Until recently the only access was a 5 day voyage on the mail 
ship, however now there is a weekly flight from Johannesburg 
year round, and a second flight from Cape Town between 
December and February. We recommend a 7 night stay, which 
can be added onto your South African holiday, there’s plenty to 
do and see.

EXPLORE JAMESTOWN
The only town on the island, and naturally the focal hub. 
Jamestown has narrow cobbled streets, colourful houses  and a 
background of barren rock that contrasts sharply with the bright 
blue of the sea – plenty of photo opportunities, and the quirky 
humour of Basil, a local citizen and guide, brings it all to life.

ACTIVE PURSUITS
Leave room in your luggage for walking boots, St Helena is 
serious walking territory! The scenery is spectacular – sheer 
cliffs that crash into the ocean, barren rock and green oasis. 
There are walks and hikes for all levels, the gentler ones tend to 
be in the lush interior, the more challenging ones are around the 
coast. The hike up Diana’s Peak is particularly rewarding. Look 
out for the Post Box Walks, there are 21 in total, and don’t forget 

to stamp the visitors book at the end of each walk (you’ll find it 
in the post boxes). 

HISTORY
You’ll find centuries-old military fortifications and of course 
there are the links with Napoleon to explore – Longwood House 
where he lived in exile and died, and his now empty tomb. We 
can also arrange a private tour of the Governor’s Residence 
where you might even see the island’s most famous inhabitant – 
Jonathan the giant tortoise lives in the grounds, he’s the oldest 
animal in the world.

MARINE ADVENTURES
See the island from the sea on a boat cruise and appreciate the 
rich marine life. Look out for schools of dolphins, turtles and 
rays. Between January and March you might also see whale 
sharks.

We recommend booking an activity package in advance as 
availability of guides and vehicles is limited. In addition to 
guided tours and walks, the package includes a boat cruise, a 
4x4 island adventure, the coffee plantation, island distillery and 
an evening meal with locals.

WHERE TO STAY
There’s only one hotel, Mantis St Helena. It’s in Jamestown in 
a building dating from 1774, the original officers’ barracks of the 
East India Company. The 30 rooms are divided between the 
heritage building and a newer, more contemporary building.  
The hotel’s public areas include a restaurant and cocktail bar. 
The capital’s attractions are just a few minutes’ walk away 
and next door is St James’, the oldest Anglican church in the 
southern hemisphere.
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BEST TIME TO TRAVEL

St Helena is a year-round destination – the seasons 
are in line with the southern hemisphere, so the 
summer months from December to March are 
warmer. If you are interested in whale sharks, these 
are the best months to spot them.

Climate

Essential Information

Visa – British Citizen Passport Holders do not require a visa
Time difference – GMT

 JAN  FEB  MAR  APR  MAY JUN 
 ºC  27 27 28 27 24 23  
 Rain 0.8 1 2 1 1.8 1.8

 JUL  AUG  SEP  OCT  NOV  DEC 
 ºC  22 22 22 23 23 24  
 Rain 3.3 1 0.5 0.2 0 0.3

°C = Average daily maximum temperature in Celsius
 R = Average monthly rainfall in centimetres

St Helena |  67

Clockwise from top: St Helena View, Jamestown, Diana’s Peak
Opposite page, left to right: James Bay, Sandy Bay



BOTSWANA
One of the last wilderness areas of Africa, with truly unique 
landscapes and some of the finest game viewing. The jewel in 
the crown is the seasonally flooded Okavango Delta – a wetland 
paradise within a desert.
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BEST TIME TO TRAVEL

To see the Delta at its watery finest, we recommend visiting 
between June and October, though as the amount of water 
in the Delta depends on rainfall in Angola in the preceding 
months, this can be a moveable feast. Days at this time of year 
should be hot and dry. This is also the best time to visit Chobe 
as the lack of rain brings the migrating wildlife down to the 
river. You can visit the Makgadikgadi Pans year round – for 
parched desert landscapes and quad biking over the pans, you 
will need to go between April and October; from November to 
April, the desert becomes a green oasis with herds of migrating 
wildebeest and zebra.

BOTSWANA

SOUTH AFRICA

ZIMBABWE

NAMIBIA

Kgalagadi Desert

Deception 
Pans

Okavango
Delta

Makgadikgadi 
Pans

Mashatu 
Game Reserve

Gaborone

Nata

Kgalagadi 
Gemsbok 

National Park

Chobe
National Park

Nxai Pan
National ParkMaun

Makgadikgadi Pans
National Park

Kasane

Victoria Falls

Essential Information

Visa – British Citizen Passport Holders do not require a visa
Time difference – GMT+2

Climate

 JAN  FEB  MAR  APR  MAY JUN 
 ºC  33 33 33 32 29 27  
 Rain 7 9 5 2 1 1

 JUL  AUG  SEP  OCT  NOV  DEC 
 ºC  26 28 34 36 35 34  
 Rain 1 1 1 2 4 7 

°C = Average daily maximum temperature in Celsius
 R = Average monthly rainfall in centimetres
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A delta that doesn’t flow into the sea? It’s a natural wonder – 
and the 1,000th World Heritage Site. 

Between December and March, when it’s rainy season in 
southern Africa, the rain water from the Angolan Highlands 
starts its journey down the Okavango River. Around May, 
it reaches Botswana's floodplains to create the magnificent 
wetlands of the Okavango Delta. 

ACTIVITIES ON WATER AND LAND
The wildlife viewing here is superb year round and the 
experiences vary depending on your camp location and the 
time of year. There are camps that only offer water-based 
activities and we feel there is something very special about 
sipping a sundowner on a boat as the sun sets or gliding along 
on a traditional mokoro or dug out canoe where there is no 
engine to disturb the peace. At water level you also get a unique 
perspective on the wildlife and we always find it fascinating to 
learn how species have adapted to their watery environment. 

Then there are camps that offer a mix of land and water-based 
activities. These camps, often called combination camps, offer 
thrilling game drives on land with the addition of seasonal 
boating activities, depending on the water levels.

MOREMI GAME RESERVE
Right at the heart of the Delta, Moremi is on a large, permanent 
island. It’s renowned as being one of the premier wildlife areas 

of Southern Africa and being land based, we feel it offers an 
excellent contrast to the Delta water experience. 

CHIEF’S ISLAND
Once owned by the local chief, this is the largest island in the 
Delta, so as water levels rise across the Delta much of the 
wildlife retreats here – and that results in an exceptionally rich 
concentration of game.

GETTING AROUND
Most camps are accessed by light aircraft flight from Maun, and 
it is usually possible to fly between camps, though your flight 
may make a few stops en route. A scenic helicopter flight (doors 
removed, should you wish, for better photographs) shows you 
just how vast the Delta is.

We also arrange mobile safaris where you travel in an open 
game viewing vehicle with your guide, usually stopping for 2 
or 3 nights in each area (and while you’re out enjoying a game 
drive, the dedicated camp staff will pack up the entire camp and 
move it to the next location). 

WHERE TO STAY
We recommend staying in at least two Delta camps – one that 
is purely water-based and one where you can experience land 
activities too. Add on a few nights in the Savute or Chobe areas 
and the desert for the full Botswana picture.

OKAVANGO DELTA

“I CAN HONESTLY SAY IT WILL TAKE A LIFETIME TO DIGEST MY EXPERIENCES IN 
BOTSWANA. THE DELTA’S UNIQUE WILDERNESS EXPERIENCE, SPECTACULAR GAME 
ENCOUNTERS AND THE UNPARALLELED FRIENDLINESS OF THE BOTSWANANS HAVE 
GIVEN ME LIFELONG MEMORIES.” Seb, African Pride Tours Consultant 
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OKAVANGO DELTA

SANCTUARY BAINES’
CAMP
An exclusive camp bordering the 
Moremi Game Reserve where you can 
walk with elephants and sleep out under 
the stars.

* 6 romantic suites with outdoor baths
* Star beds that roll out onto your   
 private deck
* Main lodge with pool
* Day and night game drives
* Seasonal mokoro and boating

OKAVANGO DELTA

CHITABE CAMP

An elevated wooden walkway snakes 
through the treeline to the camp’s main 
area, set on a raised deck to maximise  
the views.

* 8 tented rooms set on wooden decks
* Thatched area with bar and dining   
 room
* Pool and boma
* Game drives; seasonal walks
* A Wilderness Safaris camp

OKAVANGO DELTA 

BELMOND EAGLE 
ISLAND LODGE
A stylish and sophisticated lodge set 
on a private island in the heart of the 
Okavango – explore the delta by boat 
and on foot.  

* 12 large tented rooms with plunge   
 pools
* Indoor and outdoor dining
* Cosy Fish Eagle Bar
* Boat and mokoro safaris
* Walking, fishing and birding

OKAVANGO DELTA

SANDIBE OKAVANGO 
SAFARI LODGE
The flagship lodge from safari operators 
andBeyond, Sandibe combines beautiful 
contemporary design with great game 
viewing.

* 12 air-conditioned suites with plunge  
 pools
* Main lodge with lounge
* Viewing deck and boma
* Spa and gym
* Morning and afternoon game drives

OKAVANGO DELTA 

QOROKWE CAMP

A beautifully contemporary camp with 
rooms nestled among the trees and 
sweeping lagoon views from the main 
mess area.

* 8 spacious tented suites and a  
 family unit
* Suites have lounge area and deck
* Swimming pool and campfire
* Day and night game drives 
* Seasonal mokoro and boat safaris

OKAVANGO DELTA

GOMOTI PLAINS CAMP

This authentic tented camp overlooks 
the Gomoti river system, a pristine 
wildlife area offering safari experiences 
on land and water. 

* 10 spacious tents on wooden decks
* Tented main area for dining and   
 relaxing
* Swimming pool and loungers
* Twice daily game drives
* Mokoro canoe safaris
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OKAVANGO DELTA

SETARI CAMP

Setari is a wonderfully authentic camp, 
fully immersed in the watery wilderness 
with tree-lined walkways and panoramic 
views.

* 8 tented rooms and a family unit
* Outdoor shower with view
* Swimming pool and gym
* Thatched main area
* Walks and water-based safaris

OKAVANGO DELTA

CAMP OKAVANGO

With its open-air design, raised 
walkways and elevated position, Camp 
Okavango makes the most of its remote 
island location.

* 12 beautifully furnished suites
* Main area for dining and relaxing
* Swimming pool, deck and fire pits
* Water-based activities 
* Guided walks

OKAVANGO DELTA

NXAMASERI ISLAND 
LODGE
Surrounded by indigenous forest and 
permanent water, this charming rustic 
lodge showcases the Delta’s peaceful 
beauty.

* 9 chalets with private decks
* Main area with lounge and pool
* Fishing and incredible birding
* Mokoro safaris
* Rock art paintings in the Tsodilo Hills

OKAVANGO DELTA

VUMBURA PLAINS

A camp with ‘wow’ factor, from the light, 
contemporary décor and very spacious 
rooms to the exceptional wildlife 
encounters.  

* 2 camps – North and South
* 14 rooms with decks and plunge pools
* Game drives by day and night
* Seasonal boat and mokoro safaris
* Seasonal fishing and walking

MOREMI

CAMP MOREMI

A beautifully designed, modern camp 
that makes the most of its location, the 
high thatched roofs almost disappearing 
among the trees.

* 12 expansive, well-furnished suites
* Stylish main lodge with comfy sofas
* Sunken bar and fire pit
* Swimming pool
* Game drives and seasonal boating 

MOREMI

OKUTI CAMP

An intimate camp with a unique design, a 
riverfront location and game drives that 
take place in one of Botswana’s prime 
wildlife areas.

* 5 stylish, curved rooms
* 2 family units
* Swimming pool
* Boat safaris on the Delta
* Game drives in Moremi Reserve
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OKAVANGO DELTA

KWARA CAMP

In a private concession bordering the 
Moremi Reserve, this adults-only camp 
is set on a permanent lagoon and offers 
an all-round Delta experience.

* 9 tents with decks and lagoon views
* Main camp with dining area
* 2 small pools
* Day and night game drives
* Mokoro, boat trips, walking

OKAVANGO DELTA

TULUDI

A blend of contemporary and traditional, 
Tuludi’s bright, treehouse-style rooms 
have beautiful views overlooking the 
floodplains. 

* 7 tented rooms with plunge pools
* Comfy lounge and dining areas
* Swimming pool
* Game drives and walks
* Boat and mokoro safaris

OKAVANGO DELTA

THE JACKAL & HIDE 

Surrounded by shimmering grasslands 
in the Khwai Private Reserve, this is a 
relaxed, intimate camp in a beautiful 
Delta setting.  

* 8 Meru-style tents
* Sunken lounge and fire pit
* Thatched bar, lounge and dining areas
* Morning and afternoon game drives
* Seasonal boat and mokoro safaris

OKAVANGO DELTA

HYENA PAN

Located next to the only permanent water 
source in the area, we find that the game 
viewing at Hyena Pan often starts from 
your room!

* 8 solar-powered tents
* Mess area with dining deck and lounge
* Small splash pool
* Photographic hide and waterhole
* Game drives and walks

OKAVANGO DELTA 

SABLE ALLEY

It’s back to safari basics at Sable Alley, 
an authentic camp that’s all about the 
Delta experience, in the game-rich Khwai 
Private Reserve.

* 12 solar-powered tented suites
* Lounge, bar, pool and fire pit
* Overlooking lagoon and floodplains
* Game drives and mokoro trips
* Skybed experience available

OKAVANGO DELTA

MACHABA CAMP

Built in classic 1950s style, this tented 
camp sits on the banks of the River 
Khwai, a great spot to watch the wildlife 
coming down to drink.

* 10 tents with outdoor shower
* Mess tent and dining under the stars
* Pool with loungers
* Mokoro safaris (water permitting)
* Game drives
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CHOBE, SAVUTE, 
LINYANTI & KWANDO

CHOBE NATIONAL PARK AND SAVUTE
Tucked into the north-eastern corner of Botswana is Chobe 
National Park. It covers a huge area and as a result you’ll find a 
range of varied and differing habitats as you move through the 
park. The key draw for Chobe is the Chobe River where, during 
the dry season months (typically May to October, though 
be warned, October can be very hot) you can often see large 
numbers of elephants congregating at the river’s edge. As a 
result, there can be equally high numbers of visitors and tourist 
boats vying for the best viewing spots along the river.

The town of Kasane lies on the park’s doorstep – there are 
a number of lodges and boutique properties here, though if 
you prefer a quieter environment surrounded by nature, we 
recommend a lodge within the park itself. 

It’s relatively easy to combine Chobe with other destinations 
– you can fly from Kasane directly into the Okavango Delta. 
Alternatively, it’s a short drive to the border where you can 
travel onto Victoria Falls – from here you can continue your 
safari in Zimbabwe or Zambia, fly down to Cape Town or even 
across to Kenya for a safari in the Masai Mara. Just ask us, 
we’re specialists in tailor-making itineraries. 

Towards the western edge of the park is the Savute Channel 
– it’s unpredictable, it floods then dries up and can remain 
without water for decades. We’ve seen some incredible game 

sightings in this area, sometimes without even having to leave 
the camp, as the wildlife is drawn to the waterholes.

KWANDO AND LINYANTI  
These areas cover a huge tract of land between the Okavango 
Delta and Chobe. In the private reserves, the number of camps 
is limited so you’ll find that the experience and wildlife viewing 
feels all the more exclusive. 

The Savute, Kwando and Linyanti camps offer a contrasting 
experience to a stay in the Delta, so we often suggest a stay here 
either before or after a few days in the Delta.

ZIMBABWE

ZAMBIA

Okavango
Delta

Caprivi Strip

Chobe Forest 
Reserve

Chobe 
National Park

SavuteLinyanti

Moremi Game Reserve

Kwando

Maun

Victoria Falls
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CHOBE

CHOBE GAME LODGE

The only permanent lodge inside the 
National Park, Chobe Game Lodge has 
a prime location right on the river and a 
host of 5 star facilities.

* 44 air-conditioned rooms
* 4 suites with plunge pools
* Swimming pool and gym
* Restaurants, bars and lounges
* Game drives and river cruises

KWANDO

LAGOON CAMP

An authentic camp, Lagoon enjoys a 
picturesque setting shaded by ebony and 
marula trees in an area known for large 
herds of elephants.  

* 8 thatched tents with river views
* Main camp with bar, lounge and   
 dining areas
* Plunge pool
* Game drives and walks
* Seasonal fishing and boat cruises

CHOBE

MUCHENJE SAFARI 
LODGE 
This owner-run lodge lies just to the 
west of the National Park and enjoys 
beautiful views of the Chobe River from 
its elevated position.

* 11 thatched cottages
* Main lodge with waterhole
* Swimming pool and boma
* Day and night game drives
* River safaris and walks

LINYANTI

KING’S POOL

A spectacular, solar-powered camp in a 
stunning location, overlooking a lagoon 
on an important wildlife corridor and 
bordering Chobe National Park.

* 9 thatch and canvas rooms
* Beautiful main lodge on the water’s edge
* Pool and seasonal lagoon cruise
* Day and night game drives
* Sunken photographic hide

CHOBE - SAVUTE

SAVUTE SAFARI LODGE

This lodge has a beautiful setting on the 
edge of the Savute Channel – and with 
wildlife drawn to the waterhole right in 
front, you may not even leave your deck.

* 11 thatched chalets with decks
* Main lodge with lounge and bar
* Swimming pool with views
* Game drives
* See ancient San rock paintings at   
 Gubatsa Hills

CHOBE - SAVUTE

GHOHA HILLS SAVUTI
LODGE
An eco-sensitive, solar-powered hilltop 
retreat perched on the ledges of the 
Ghoha Hills in the game-rich Savute 
area of Chobe National Park.

* 11 tented rooms with private decks
* Views across the plains
* African inspired cuisine
* Rock pool and boma
* Full day game drives to the Savute   
 Channel
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DESERT, PANS  
& MASHATU

KALAHARI AND THE SALT PANS  
To the south and east of the Delta is the remote region known 
as The Pans. The landscape here is strikingly beautiful with 
uninterrupted views as far as the eye can see. Surrounded by 
the Kalahari desert, the Makgadikgadi Pans National Park has 
one of the largest salt flats in the world. It is also home to the 
Zu/’hoasi Bushmen.

When to visit depends on what you want to do. The Pans 
themselves are only accessible when they are dry enough so if 
you fancy an exhilarating quad bike adventure to Kubu Island 
and camping overnight on the Pans then plan your visit between 
June and October. A perfect contrast to the water of the 
Okavango Delta at this time of year.

When the rains arrive, typically from December, they bring 
wildlife and flamingos to the pans and the desert is transformed. 
It’s too wet to access the pans, but the draw card at this time of 
year is the huge herds of migrating zebras.

MEERKATS  
These fascinating little creatures are present year round. You 
will head out early morning with a guide to the meerkat den site 
and watch them as they emerge, warm themselves in the sun 
and start to forage. See them from Jack’s Camp, San Camp or 
Camp Kalahari.

MASHATU GAME RESERVE  
Right on the border with South Africa on the banks of the 
Limpopo River is Mashatu Game Reserve. Known as ‘Land of 
Giants’, it is beautiful, remote and one of our favourite places to 
recommend for those looking for something unique and special. 
The scenery is breath-taking and the game viewing excellent. 
Activities range from mountain biking to walking but for us a 
highlight is always the underground hide. Watching elephants 
from ground level makes for some exceptional photos.

Mashatu works well with South Africa, we suggest adding a few 
nights here onto a stay in the Kruger.



Botswana  |  77

MAKGADIKGADI

CAMP KALAHARI

Shaded by palms in a private reserve 
on the edge of Makgadikgadi Pans, this 
is a relaxed, family-friendly camp with 
unique and exciting activities.

* 12 Meru-style tents
* Swimming pool
* Game drives and meerkat encounters
* Quad biking on the salt pans  
 (April to October)
* Zebra migration (January to April)

MAKGADIKGADI

LEROO LA TAU

On the banks of the Boteti River, 
this lodge offers game drives into 
Makgadikgadi Pans National Park, a 
wonderful contrast to the Delta. 

* 12 thatched suites
* Main lounge and dining area
* Swimming pool
* Viewing hide on the riverbank
* Game drives in Makgadikgadi Park   
 and boat cruises (water permitting)

MASHATU

LODGE, CAMP & VILLAS

On the eastern edge of the Kalahari 
Desert, Mashatu’s three camps are all 
positioned close to water, perfect for 
wildlife viewing.

* Mashatu Lodge, 14 suites
* Tent Camp, 8 en suite tents
* Euphorbia Villas, 8 luxurious villas with  
 plunge pools
* Game drives, mountain bikes, walking
* Underground hides

DELTA AND DESERT  
ADVENTURES
TAILOR-MADE / FLY-IN  

HIGHLIGHTS     
* Okavango Delta * Sleep-out Experience 
* Mokoro and Boat Safaris * Meerkats

DAYS 1-3 – Arrive in Maun and 
connect with a light aircraft flight to 
the Okavango Delta. Spend 3 nights 
at Hyena Pan, a solar-powered camp 
overlooking a lagoon and enjoy game 
drives in the private reserve.

DAY 4  – A unique opportunity to sleep 
out under the stars. Drive to Skybeds 
where you’ll sleep on a platform raised 5 
metres above the ground, a wonderfully 
close to nature experience.

DAYS 5-7  – Fly on to Setari Camp 
for a relaxing 3 nights. Explore the 
Delta’s waterways on boat cruises and 
gentle mokoro rides or walk with an 
experienced guide.

DAYS 8-10 – Fly to Camp Kalahari 
on the edge of the Makgadikgadi Pans 
National Park for a final 3 nights. Spend 
a morning with the meerkats and head 
out on game drives to explore the desert 
landscapes.

DAY 11 – Return to Maun or extend  
your trip onwards in Africa. 
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CLASSIC BOTSWANA  
& VICTORIA FALLS
TAILOR-MADE / FLY-IN

DAY 1 – Arrive in Victoria Falls and 
transfer to your chosen hotel or riverside 
lodge for a stay of 2 nights.

DAY 2  – At leisure to enjoy the hugely 
impressive Falls. Whether you’re viewing 
the Falls on foot or from a helicopter, 
there are incredible photo opportunities. 
We recommend a sunset cocktail cruise 
on the Zambezi.

DAYS 3-5 – Transfer by road into 
Botswana or take a short flight to Kasane 
Airport for the flight to Savute, a game-
rich area in the western corner of Chobe 
National Park. Stay 3 nights and enjoy 
two full days of game drives. Your guide 

can explain the mysteries of the Savute 
Channel, which sometimes flows and at 
other times dries completely. There are 
also examples of San rock paintings in the 
area.

DAYS 6-7 – Fly into the Delta for a 2 night 
stay at a ‘water camp’. There are several 
to choose from and we can recommend a 
camp to suit your requirements, but they 
all offer activities based on the water – 
gentle mokoro rides through the reeds 
and game viewing by boat. Look out for 
wildlife often seen in this area, such as 
the Red Lechwe and Sitatunga antelopes. 
Guided walks may also be offered 
depending on your chosen camp.

DAYS 8-10  – To complete the Delta 
experience, we recommend you finish 
with 3 nights at a ‘land camp’ for thrilling 
game drives on open safari vehicles. 
These camps are located in areas 
renowned for exceptional game viewing 
and come in all shapes and sizes, from 
small tented camps to luxurious lodges.

DAY 11 – Extend your holiday further 
with a few days in the Kalahari or fly to 
Maun for the journey home. 

This is a sample itinerary which can be 
personalised for your requirements. The 
accommodation choices are up to you – we will 
happily make recommendations, based on your 
preferences and our personal experiences.

HIGHLIGHTS    * Victoria Falls * Game Drives * Okavango Delta * Boat & Mokoro Activities

Clockwise from left: 
Red Lechwe in the Delta, Victoria Falls, Mokoro Ride
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DELTA EXPLORER
TAILOR-MADE / FLY-IN  

DAYS 1-3 – Arrive in Kasane and set off 
on your adventure with a light aircraft 
flight to the Savute area of Chobe 
National Park for 3 nights at Ghoha Hills. 
Enjoy morning and afternoon game 
drives with scenic sundowners.

DAYS 4-6  – Fly to the Okavango Delta 
for 3 nights at Gomoti Plains Camp. Here 
you begin to experience the Delta with 
game drives and mokoro canoe safaris.

DAYS 7-9 – A highlight of the trip. 
Fly to the Moremi Game Reserve and 
join your private guide for 3 nights in 
a mobile camp, sleeping under canvas 
in a traditional safari tent. Your guide 
will tailor the day’s activities to suit 
you. Mobile camping safaris are flexible 

and work well for families, especially 
multi-generational families, or couples 
travelling together.

DAY 10 – Begin your journey home or 
continue your African travels – we can 
tailor the itinerary accordingly.

HIGHLIGHTS    * Camping in Meru Tents * Okavango Delta * Savute * Boutique Lodges

BOTSWANA  
ADVENTURE SAFARI
SMALL GROUP TOUR 

DAYS 1-3 – Arrive in Maun and fly to the 
Moremi Game Reserve where you will 
meet with your guide and head to your 
mobile camp for 3 nights.  Explore the 
Xakanaxa area, known for its large herds 
of buffalo and elephants.

DAYS 4-6  – Drive through the Moremi 
to your next campsite in the Khwai 
Community Area, stopping at the scenic 
Dombo Hippo Pools. Activities here 
include day and night game drives, 
mokoro excursions and guided walks 
(weather permitting).

DAYS 7-9 – Your journey continues into 
Chobe National Park for a final 3 nights 

at a wilderness camp in central Chobe. 
Your guide will take you on game drives 
and walks to see San bushman rock 
paintings.

DAY 10 – A drive along the Chobe 
River to Kasane where the tour ends 
with a picnic lunch and a river cruise. 
We recommend a night here, and with 
Victoria Falls on the doorstep, why not 
add on a couple of days? 

While camping you will sleep in twin-bedded, 
walk-in tents with private facilities ( long drop 
WC and bucket shower). Shorter tours are also 
available, just ask for details.

HIGHLIGHTS     

* Moremi Game Reserve * Okavango Delta * Mokoro Trip * Chobe River Cruise

TOUR DEPARTS: Selected Sundays / GROUP SIZE: 2-7

BOTSWANA  
ADVENTURE SAFARI
SMALL GROUP TOUR 



NAMIBIA
This is a land of wide-open spaces, spectacular scenery, 
almost year-round sunshine, wildlife and unique 
experiences. The contrasts and stark beauty will leave a 
lasting impression.
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Essential Information

Visa – British Passport Holders do not require a visa
Time difference – GMT+2

 JAN  FEB  MAR  APR  MAY JUN 
 ºC  31 29 27 26 23 22  
 Rain 7 11 5 3 1 1

 JUL  AUG  SEP  OCT  NOV  DEC 
 ºC  22 25 27 29 30 31  
 Rain 1 1 1 1 3 4

°C = Average daily maximum temperature in Celsius
 R = Average monthly rainfall in centimetres

BEST TIME TO TRAVEL

Namibia really is a year-round destination, however the winter 
months of May to October are generally the most comfortable 
– you can expect warm temperatures during the day and little 
chance of rainfall. These months are also the best months for 
game viewing – as it’s dry, the animals tend to head to water. 
For this reason, it’s peak season and you’ll need to book early.   
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CITY LIFE 
Namibia’s capital, Windhoek, is the starting point for most 
visitors and we think it’s wise to spend a night or two here before 
you head off, especially if you are driving yourself. The city is an 
interesting blend of modern and traditional with some German 
architecture thrown in.

Lüderitz, Walvis Bay and Swakopmund are old fishing 
and diamond settlements that retain their historic charm. 
Swakopmund in particular is a lively resort where you can go 
dune boarding or on a desert tour. Dolphin cruises depart from 
nearby Walvis Bay.

DESERT DUNES 
The Namib Desert is the oldest desert in the world and it’s here 
that you’ll find some of the world’s highest sand dunes. Huge 
drifts of sand rise up to 350 metres, their red and orange colours 
contrasting with the cracked white salt pans at their feet and 
the bright blue skies – Sossusvlei is perhaps the most famous 
example. These dunes are a must on any trip to Namibia and 
we recommend visiting at sunrise when the colours are at their 
most spectacular.  

FISH RIVER CANYON 
To the far south, the world’s second largest canyon is as 
surprising as it is awe-inspiring.

ETOSHA NATIONAL PARK 
This is Namibia’s premier safari area, the enormous salt pan 
and semi-arid desert are home to a huge array of game. We 
recommend a stay in the private reserves either side with a day 
to drive through the park.

KAOKOLAND 
This area, right up in the far north, is a sparsely populated 
area of true wilderness, with mountains, valleys, rivers and 
waterfalls. It is also the home of the Himba people, an ancient 
and semi-nomadic tribe. 

DAMARALAND 
One of our favourite areas, Damaraland is untamed and 
scenically beautiful. Deep river gorges and granite koppies 
or hills break up the flat landscapes and the prehistoric rock 
engravings at Twyfelfontein are worth a visit. The chance to go 
rhino tracking on foot is the icing on the cake. 

SKELETON COAST 
Evocative, mysterious, remote and spectacular. Here the hot 
desert meets the cold Atlantic resulting often in early morning 
mists. It’s a harsh coastline, the beaches are strewn with 
bleached whalebones and rusted shipwrecks and animals have 
had to adapt to the environment. Fly in for the most dramatic 
views, or stay at a camp within the park for some unique desert 
activities.

CAPRIVI STRIP & CHOBE HOUSEBOATS 
The Caprivi is a narrow strip of land that links Namibia to 
Botswana, Zambia and Zimbabwe – there are pleasant lodges 
here that make ideal stopping points if you’re planning to 
combine Namibia with Chobe or Victoria Falls.

We can also arrange a couple of nights on board a houseboat 
on the Chobe River – the Zambezi Queen is a floating boutique 
hotel with 14 suites; the Chobe Princesses are smaller vessels 
accommodating up to 10 guests.

NAMIBIA
Namibia is unique. Whether it’s the vast dunes, the dramatic Atlantic coast, the 
ancient rock art or the nomadic tribes, here you will find experiences that you simply 
won’t encounter elsewhere. There are various ways to get around – flying allows you to 
see how vast the landscapes are; by land, you can drive yourself in a 4x4 (we’ll plan the 
best route for you), be driven by a private guide or join a small group tour. 
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CLASSIC NAMIBIA
SMALL GROUP TOUR

DAYS 1-2 – Meet with your highly 
experienced guide in Windhoek and 
begin your journey, travelling through 
the scenic Khomas Hochland highlands 
down to the Namib Desert. Stay for 
2 nights at Sossus Dune Lodge and 
explore the desert. It’s worth the early 
start to see the spectacular, towering, 
apricot-coloured dunes and parched 
white clay pans. You’ll also visit Sesriem 
Canyon.

DAYS 3-4  – The drive continues 
through the desert, via the Gaub and 
Kuiseb canyons towards the coast at 
Walvis Bay. Stay in a centrally located 
guesthouse in Swakopmund for 2 nights 
and explore this quaint coastal resort 
with its German influences. There are 
opportunities to spot seals and dolphins 

on a guided sea kayaking trip from Walvis 
Bay. Additional activities such as boat 
cruises, scenic flights and sand boarding 
can be arranged at extra cost.

DAYS 5-6 – Drive north to Damaraland, 
where the scenery is dramatically 
different – rock formations, mountains 
and scenically beautiful wilderness. In 
this area you’ll see the pre-historic rock 
engravings at Twyfelfontein, a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site, and head off on 
an exciting 4x4 adventure in search of 
desert-adapted elephants. Stay for 2 
nights at Camp Kipwe.

DAY 7 – The tour continues north to 
Etosha, for an overnight stay at Etosha 
Mountain Lodge. En route, you’ll visit 
a Himba ‘Living Museum’ where you 

can gain insights into the traditions and 
cultures of this nomadic tribe.

DAYS 8-9  – A tour highlight – 2 days 
on safari in Etosha National Park. Your 
guide will drive you through the central 
section of the park, spotting wildlife 
as you go. Stay for the next 2 nights at 
Onguma Tree Top Camp, in a private 
reserve just outside the park, where you 
will also enjoy a game drive. 

DAY 10 – Return to Windhoek, with a 
visit and game drive at the AfriCat Day 
Centre before arriving in Windhoek late 
afternoon. If you want to spend longer at 
the AfriCat Foundation, you can extend 
your stay for a couple of nights. We also 
recommend a night or 2 in Windhoek at 
the start and end of the tour.

HIGHLIGHTS    * Sossusvlei Dunes * Sea Kayaking * Desert-adapted Elephants * Etosha National Park * AfriCat Foundation

TOUR DEPARTS: Tuesdays / GROUP SIZE: 1-7

“A STUNNING COUNTRY WITH VAST OPEN SPACES, ENDLESS SKIES AND SOME OF THE 
MOST BEAUTIFUL SCENERY I HAVE EVER EXPERIENCED, SO DIFFERENT TO THE REST 
OF AFRICA YET TRULY BREATH-TAKING.” Carole, African Pride Reservations Manager 

Clockwise from left: 
Elephants in Etosha, Sossusvlei, Damaraland Landscape



84  |  Namibia

NAMIBIA ADVENTURE SAFARI
SMALL GROUP TOUR  

NAMIBIA BY LAND & AIR
TAILOR-MADE / FLY-DRIVE 

HIGHLIGHTS     

* Safari in Etosha * Sossusvlei Dunes 
* Marine Boat Cruise  
* Damaraland 

TOUR DEPARTS: Selected Mondays 
GROUP SIZE: 2-8

DAY 1 – Arrive in Windhoek for a 
briefing with your guide and an overnight 
stay.

DAY 2  – Your tour begins – drive 
north and stop for lunch at the Cheetah 
Conservation Fund Centre. See 
first-hand the work being done to save 
cheetahs from extinction. Stay overnight 
in a nearby lodge.

DAYS 3-5 – Thrilling game drives await 
in Etosha National Park. You’ll spend 
3 nights in lodges within the park. 
Head out on morning and afternoon 
game drives with your guide and spend 

evenings watching the wildlife at the 
floodlit waterholes.  

DAYS 6-7 – Experience the thrill of 
sleeping under canvas in Damaraland’s 
wilderness in a fully-staffed mobile 
camp. See the ancient rock engravings 
at Twyfelfontein and keep an eye out for 
the desert-adapted elephants.

DAYS 8-9 – The tour continues towards 
the coast and a 2 night stay in the seaside 
resort of Swakopmund. A marine boat 
cruise is included.

DAYS 10-11– South to the Namib Desert 
for a final 2 nights under canvas in your 
mobile camp at the edge of the desert. 
Walk among the dunes at Sossusvlei and 
take a hike in the Sesriem Canyon.

DAY 12 – Return to Windhoek. 
We recommend a night here before 
continuing with your African adventure 
or returning home.

HIGHLIGHTS     

* AfriCat Foundation  
* Etosha National Park  
* Damaraland  
* Scenic Flight * Sossusvlei Dunes

DAY 1 – Arrive in Windhoek and collect 
your vehicle – we recommend a 4x4. 
Stay overnight in the city.

DAYS 2-3 – Drive to the Okonjima 
Nature Reserve. Spend 2 nights here and 
visit the AfriCat Foundation, a leading 
centre for research and conservation of 
Namibia’s large carnivores. Drive time 
approx. 2-3 hours.

DAYS 4-5 – Head north to Onguma 
Game Reserve, just outside Etosha 
National Park for 2 nights. Drive into 
the park and see the wildlife. Drive time 
approx. 4 hours.

DAYS 6-7 – Drive through Etosha to the 
Ongava Reserve for an overnight stay. 
Drive time approx. 31/2 hours.

DAYS 8-9 – Drive into Damaraland, 
where the scenery is breath-takingly 
beautiful. Stay in one of the excellent 
lodges and explore the region. Speak 
to your lodge if you would like to go in 
search of the desert-adapted elephants. 
Drive time approx. 31/2 hours.

DAYS 10-11 – Drive to the coast for 
2 nights at Swakopmund. It’s a lively 
resort with a host of activities, including 
dolphin cruises, sea kayaking and sand 
boarding. Drive time approx. 31/2 hours.

DAYS 12-13 – Fly down to the Namib 
Desert – see the spectacular dunes from 
the air, an amazing sight. Your lodge will 
be able to arrange a visit to the dunes at 
sunrise.

DAY 14 – Fly back to Windhoek.
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NAMIBIA EXPLORER
TAILOR-MADE / SELF-DRIVE 

HIGHLIGHTS     

* Fish River Canyon * Lüderitz  
* Tiras Mountains * Sossusvlei Dunes  
* Swakopmund * Safari in Etosha Park  
* AfriCat Foundation * Windhoek

DAY 1 – Arrive in Windhoek, collect 
your rental vehicle and spend a night in 
the city. Namibia’s roads are often long 
and can at times be bumpy but there 
is little traffic and driving around the 
country is  a great way to explore at your 
own pace. We recommend a 4x4 vehicle.

DAY 2 – The road trip begins as you 
head south to the red dunes of the 
Kalahari Desert. Drive time approx.  
3 hours.

DAYS 3-4 – Drive through desert 
landscapes. En route you’ll see a Quiver 
Tree Forest – the pre-historic trees are 
great to photograph – and the labyrinth 
of massive boulders known as the 
Giant’s Playground. Your destination is 
Fish River Canyon, the second largest 
canyon in the world. Drive along the 
northern fringes of the canyon where 
there are various viewing points. Drive 
time approx. 41/2 hours.

DAY 5 – Drive via the small historic 

village of Aus to Lüderitz, a town of 
old-world charm and German colonial 
architecture, for an overnight stay. Drive 
time approx. 41/2 hours.

DAY 6 – A scenic drive to the Tiras 
Mountains for the night. We suggest a 
stop at Kolmanskop – it’s a ghost town 
now but it gives a fascinating insight into 
the area’s great diamond boom. Drive 
time approx. 21/2hours.

DAYS 7-8 – Prepare to be amazed as 
you drive through some of Namibia’s 
most spectacular scenery. Visit the 
Duwisib Castle en route to the dunes of 
Sossusvlei for 2 nights. We recommend 
rising early and heading to the dunes 
just after sunrise, when the light and 
colours are beautiful. Drive time approx. 
31/2hours.

DAYS 9-10 – Swap the desert dunes 
for the ocean with 2 nights in coastal 
Swakopmund. There are many activities 
available locally, from dolphin cruises 
to sand boarding. Drive time approx. 5 
hours.
 
DAYS 11-12 – Drive along the coast to 
the seal colony at Cape Cross then head 
inland and into the rocky Damaraland 
landscapes. Depending on your choice 

of lodge, activities locally may include 
rhino tracking or a drive in search of 
desert-adapted elephants. Drive time 
approx. 6 hours.

DAYS 13-14 – Safari beckons! Your 
destination is Etosha National Park, 
Namibia’s premier wildlife area. Spend 
2 days at a lodge inside the park. Drive 
time approx. 4 hours.

DAY 15 – A final drive through the park 
and a night in a private game reserve. 
Drive time approx. 3 hours.

DAY 16 – Drive south – your 
destination is the Okonjima Nature 
Reserve where you can visit the 
AfriCat foundation and learn about the 
conservation of Namibia’s carnivores. 
Drive time approx. 31/2 hours.

DAY 17 – Visit the Woodcarvers Market 
at Okahandja en route to Windhoek 
where your adventure ends. Drive time 
approx. 3 hours.

This is a sample itinerary which can be 
personalised for your requirements. The 
accommodation choices are up to you – 
we will happily make recommendations, 
based on your preferences and our 
personal experiences.

Clockwise from top left:  
Fish River Canyon, Etosha, Lüderitz



ETOSHA

ONGAVA GAME
RESERVE
A collection of lodges, a research centre 
and a tented camp in the bush, all in a 
private game reserve adjacent to Etosha 
National Park.

* Ongava Lodge, 14 rooms 
* Little Ongava, 3 villas with plunge   
 pools
* Tented Camp, 8 Meru-style tents
* Anderssons, 8 rooms & research centre
* Waterhole in front of the camp

CAPRIVI STRIP

NAMBWA TENTED 
LODGE
On a migratory route favoured by 
elephants, Nambwa’s wooden walkways 
are raised high enough to allow elephants 
to pass under. 

* 10 tented tree suites
* Viewing deck
* Tented lounge area
* Activities at extra cost (game drive,   
 boat cruise)
* Tranquil tree-top setting

ETOSHA

ONGUMA GAME 
RESERVE
A private game reserve on Etosha’s 
eastern border where you can enjoy 
thrilling game drives both in the park and 
the reserve.

* The Fort, Moroccan-style lodge with  
 13 suites
* Tented Camp, 7 tents
* Tree House, 4 stilted tents
* Etosha Aoba, 11 thatched bungalows
* All lodges have waterholes

ETOSHA

SAFARIHOEK LODGE

With views from every direction and 
wildlife roaming freely in the private 
reserve, Safarihoek immerses you in 
nature.

* 11 chalets with private deck and   
 waterhole views
* Main lodge with dining areas
* Photography hide
* Swimming pool
* Game drives in the private reserve

OKONJIMA

OKONJIMA

Half way between Windhoek and Etosha, 
this private reserve is home to the AfriCat 
Foundation, dedicated to conserving 
Namibia’s large carnivores.

* Bush Camp, 8 chalets and 1 suite
* Plains Camp, 24 rooms overlooking  
 the plains
* 2 exclusive use safari houses
* Game drives and walking trails
* Visit the AfriCat centre

SWAKOPMUND

SWAKOPMUND 
GUESTHOUSE
A comfortable, family-run guesthouse 
close to the beach, shops and restaurants 
of Swakopmund, with décor inspired by 
the ocean.

* 8 standard rooms 
* 8 larger luxury rooms (can      
 accommodate families)
* 2-bedroom suite
* Breakfast buffet
* Comfortable lounge
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SOSSUSVLEI

HOODIA DESERT 
LODGE 
Surrounded by mountains and desert 
landscapes, this is a stylish lodge just 
a short drive from the gateway to the 
famous dunes. 

* 11 thatched chalets, spaced out for   
 privacy
* Main lodge with lounge and restaurant
* Swimming pool
* Beautiful, uninterrupted views
* 20 minutes from Sesriem Gate

DAMARALAND 

DAMARALAND CAMP

This eco-friendly camp is in a beautifully 
scenic spot, with fabulous views from 
all areas and well placed for exploring 
Damaraland.

* 10 adobe-style thatched rooms
* Scenic views across the valley
* Swimming pool and boma
* Day and night nature drives
* Nature walks

SOSSUSVLEI

SOSSUSVLEI DESERT 
LODGE 
A spectacular, contemporary lodge built 
from glass, rock and steel, designed to 
make the most of the desert location and 
unpolluted night skies.

* 11 suites with skylights purpose built  
 for star-gazing
* Indoor and outdoor dining
* Swimming pool
* Nature drives
* Star-gazing observatory

SKELETON COAST

SHIPWRECK LODGE

Raw, rugged and remote – three words 
that best describe the dramatic location 
of this unique lodge, built to echo the 
shipwrecks that line the coast.

* 10 solar-powered rooms
* Main lodge with lounge
* Wrap-around deck with uninterrupted  
 views to the Atlantic
* Desert-adapted wildlife
* Game drives, quad bikes, beach walks

DAMARALAND 

CAMP KIPWE

Camp Kipwe’s dome-shaped rooms 
seem at one with the surrounding rocky 
landscape, giving this unique camp a real 
sense of place.

* 10 thatched rooms
* Incredible views over the valley
* Nature drives 
* Swimming pool
* Visit ancient rock engravings

DAMARALAND

MOWANI MOUNTAIN 
LODGE
The stylish, organic rooms with vaulted 
thatch ceilings blend beautifully into 
the red ochre rocks and boulders of this 
mountain location.

* 15 rooms with open decks
* Swimming pool
* Game drives
* Look for desert-adapted elephants
* See ancient rock art at Twyfelfontein
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TANZANIA
Tanzania’s game viewing experiences are widely regarded as some of 
the finest in Africa. Alongside the wildlife, the country is also home to 
incredible World Heritage Sites, Mount Kilimanjaro, the highest point on 
the African continent, and some breath-takingly beautiful islands.



Tanzania  |  89

BEST TIME TO TRAVEL

If you are visiting to see the Great Migration, have a look at our 
map and further information on page 90. This will give you a 
guide to where you need to be and when and our experienced 
specialists are happy to share their first-hand knowledge. For a 
general safari experience, the best months are usually January 
to early March and June through to December. In November 
it’s the turn of the ‘short rains’ so expect short, sharp bursts of 
rain which, in our experience, are not enough to spoil the game 
viewing, and the dramatic skies make a great backdrop. On the 
islands, the best weather is from July to October when you can 
expect hot, sunny days and little rainfall.
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Essential Information

Visa – British Citizen Passport Holders require a visa
Time difference – GMT+3

 JAN  FEB  MAR  APR  MAY JUN 
 ºC  33 33 32 29 27 26 
 Rain 7.5 7.5 12.5 22 7.5 2

 JUL  AUG  SEP  OCT  NOV  DEC 
 ºC  26 27 29 31 32 32
 Rain 0 0 0 2 12.5 10

°C = Average daily maximum temperature in Celsius
 R = Average monthly rainfall in centimetres



90  |  Tanzania

WHAT AND WHERE? 
In a nutshell, it’s huge herds of wildebeest and zebra moving 
around the Serengeti and the Masai Mara in search of pastures 
new. Over two million of them follow the rains – and just like 
the rains, their movements can be unpredictable. 

What you can be sure of is that they are always somewhere – 
however the Serengeti is vast so the trick is making sure that 
you are in the best possible position. Their paths are not set in 
stone and their movements do depend on the weather, but their 
circular route from the south of the Serengeti up to the Masai 
Mara and back again roughly follows this pattern.

JANUARY TO MARCH
The herds gather in the southern sector of the Serengeti and 
neighbouring Ndutu area to give birth. Expect to see vast 
numbers of adults and baby wildebeest, and the predators that 
follow them.

APRIL TO JUNE 
It’s the wet season (the ‘long rains’) in the Serengeti, so the 
herds will move to where the rain falls and the grass is green. 
As they are migrating, they may be more difficult to encounter 
and will be more spread out. They will be heading north-west 
towards the Grumeti side of the Serengeti and the Mara River.

JULY TO OCTOBER
The herds continue north – you may be lucky enough to see 
one of the dramatic river crossings. Large herds gather in  
the northern Serengeti and spill over into the Masai Mara  
in Kenya.

NOVEMBER TO DECEMBER
November is another migrating month when the herds turn 
south and make their way back to the plains of the southern 
Serengeti, and so the cycle continues.

WHERE TO STAY
It’s all about being in the right place at the right time and we 
will help steer you towards the most suitable location, however 
as with all things in nature, we can never guarantee just where 
the herds will be when you visit. We also recommend a mobile 
safari – these tented camps are designed to be moved, in their 
entirety, two or three times a year so they can follow the herds, 
meaning you get closer to the action. 

The Serengeti isn’t only about the Great Migration though – 
there is a resident population of game including lion, cheetah, 
elephant and giraffe as well as impressive birdlife. In our 
opinion, it’s an exceptional safari experience, with or without 
the wildebeest.

THE GREAT MIGRATION 

“THE STAMPEDING HOOVES OF 
THOUSANDS OF ZEBRA AND 
WILDEBEEST THUNDERING THROUGH 
THE DUST AS THEY CROSSED THE 
SOUTHERN SERENGETI WITH THEIR 
NEW BORN CALVES WAS COMPLETELY 
EXHILARATING.”  
Ceri, African Pride Tours Consultant  
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Beyond the Serengeti, Tanzania has a host of beautiful parks 
and nature reserves, offering wildlife experiences that both 
complement and contrast with the Serengeti. 

THE NORTH – TARANGIRE, LAKE MANYARA AND 
NGORONGORO CRATER
These three parks are all within easy reach of each other so 
we recommend spending a few nights in at least two of the 
three en route to the Serengeti. Tarangire is beautifully scenic 
but if its large herds of elephants you’re after, we recommend 
visiting between August and October when huge herds in their 
hundreds head to the river.

Lake Manyara’s drawcard is of course the lake itself, with 
flocks of pink flamingos, storks and herons during the rainy 
season. You might also see the famed tree-climbing lions who 
are known to hang out in the mahogany and acacia trees and 
we’ve always found the numerous baboons very entertaining to 
watch. 

Ngorongoro Crater is on most people’s bucket list – and rightly 
so as it houses the greatest concentration of wildlife in Africa. 
Don’t expect to be there on your own though, it is a popular 
stop for most visitors. For that reason, we recommend choosing 
a lodge on the crater rim – not only will you get amazing views, 
but you will be first in line to get into the park.

THE SOUTH – SELOUS AND RUAHA
Tanzania’s southern parks are more remote and as a result, 
much less frequented. If you’ve already visited the northern 
circuit, this is where we’d suggest you visit next. The Selous is 
four times the size of the Serengeti and a designated UNESCO 
World Heritage Site. It’s also a short hop to Zanzibar from here 
for some post-safari down time.

Ruaha is Tanzania’s largest national park. It may be more 
difficult to get here, but that also means fewer visitors and in 
our opinion, that’s a huge plus. You can expect to see a wild 
landscape, baobab-studded hills, rocky escarpments and great 
game viewing – the park is known for its predators and large 
herds of elephants and buffalo. 

THE WEST – MAHALE MOUNTAINS,  
GOMBE AND KATAVI
The parks in the west may take some time to get to but we think 
their remoteness is a huge part of the appeal. Not to mention 
the unique experiences – you’ll find chimpanzees in the 
forested slopes of the Mahale Mountains and Gombe Streams 
National Park. Chimps like to be active and the trek can be 
challenging so what better way to relax than on the sandy 
shores of Lake Tanganyika? 

Over in Katavi, three lakes are linked by the Katuma River, 
which during the dry season is the only source of water for 
miles. It attracts game in vast numbers, in particular elephants, 
buffalo and hippos. Here you are far off the beaten track – the 
park is wild, the wildlife unspoilt.

TANZANIA'S PARKS

“ONCE YOU HAVE BEEN TO THE 
SELOUS YOU WILL WONDER WHAT, IF 
ANYTHING, CAN MATCH IT. IT’S RAW 
AND REAL, YOU CAN FEEL IT IN THE 
AIR. I WILL ALWAYS BE CHASING THAT 
SELOUS EXPERIENCE!” 
Jason, African Pride Tours Consultant  



CLASSIC TANZANIA & ZANZIBAR
SMALL GROUP TOUR 

HIGHLIGHTS     

* Ngorongoro Crater * Serengeti  
* Lake Manyara * Tarangire

TOUR DEPARTS:  
Thursdays & Saturdays
GROUP SIZE: 2-6

DAY 1 – Arrive in Arusha for an 
overnight stay.

DAYS 2-3 – A morning to relax before 
you meet with your guide and the tour 
begins. Drive to Ngorongoro for a 2 
night stay in the coffee growing area of 
Karatu. Spend an unforgettable day in 
the famous Ngorongoro Crater – take 
in the views from the crater’s rim before 
descending 2,000 feet into the crater 
for a day of game viewing and a picnic 
lunch. The scenery ranges from forests 

and swamps to lakes and open grassland 
and there is a great variety of game. 

DAYS 4-5 – Another highlight awaits – 
Serengeti National Park. You’ll arrive 
in time for lunch and stay for 2 nights 
in the park. Depending on the time of 
year, you may see the Great Migration, 
however the game experience in the 
Serengeti is impressive year round.

DAY 6 – The tour continues to Lake 
Manyara for an overnight stay. This 
park may be one of Tanzania’s smaller 
parks but there is plenty to see. The 
alkaline lake attracts flamingos during 
the rainy season and you might spot the 
famous tree-climbing lions.

DAY 7 – Drive to Tarangire National 
Park for an afternoon of game viewing. 
Tarangire is pretty, with plenty of 

baobab trees and a river that attracts 
elephants in huge numbers, especially 
during the dry season.

DAYS 8-12 – Head back to Arusha 
where the tour ends. A few days on a 
relaxing beach is a great way to follow 
a safari so we recommend you fly on to 
Zanzibar and enjoy the Spice Island for 
a few days. There is plenty to do on the 
island, including watersports, cultural 
tours to Stone Town, the spice market 
and Jozani Forest where you might 
spot the red colobus monkeys. Choose 
a hotel or resort to suit – we have 
included some suggestions on pages 
100-103.

You can also do this tour on a private basis, 
travelling with your own guide and vehicle, 
and we can tailor the itinerary to suit your 
personal requirements. 
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Clockwise from top left:  
Ngorongoro Crater, Zanzibar Beach, Hyena



TANZANIA BY AIR
SCHEDULED SAFARI / FLY-IN 

TANZANIA ADVENTURE 
SAFARI
TAILOR-MADE / FLY-IN 

HIGHLIGHTS     

* Ngorongoro Crater * Serengeti  
* Lake Manyara * Tarangire

TOUR DEPARTS: Every other day
GROUP SIZE: 2-9

DAY 1 – Arrive in Arusha. Stay at 
Arusha Coffee Lodge for the night. 

DAYS 2-3 – After a tour of the coffee 
plantation and lunch, board the 
specially adapted plane and fly to 
Tarangire National Park. Spend 2 
nights at Tarangire Treetops and enjoy 
game drives in the park famed for its 
elephants, a Maasai village visit and 
bush sundowners.

DAYS 4-5 – A morning game drive in 
Tarangire and picnic lunch, then fly to 
the Ngorongoro area. Spend a full day 
exploring the crater with a picnic lunch 
on the crater floor and 2 nights at The 
Manor. 

DAYS 6-7 – Head off for a game 
drive in Lake Manyara before flying 
into the Serengeti for an exceptional 
safari experience. You’ll stay at either 
Serengeti Pioneer Camp or Serengeti 
Migration Camp, depending on the 
game viewing opportunities.

DAY 8 – Fly back to Arusha after 
lunch. Why not extend your stay in the 
Serengeti, fly onto another Tanzanian 
park or head to the beach before you  
fly home?

HIGHLIGHTS     

* Walking in Ruaha  
* Game Drives in Selous * Zanzibar

DAYS 1-4 – Arrive in Dar-es-Salaam, 
connect with your light aircraft flight and 
fly into Selous Game Reserve. Selous 
has an energy that is hard to describe in 
words, it’s a feeling you get when you’re 
there, seeing, hearing, smelling and 
experiencing the nature and wildlife. 
Spend 4 nights at Siwandu Camp and 
explore with an experienced guide.

DAYS 5-7 – Fly to Ruaha National Park 
and head off on a thrilling walking safari. 

Your experienced guide will take you 
into some of the most remote areas of 
the park, along riverbanks and over hills. 
This park is so untouched that you get 
a real sense of what it’s like to explore 
the unknown, and on foot you feel so 
much closer to nature. You’ll sleep under 
canvas in a stylish tented camp.

DAYS 8-14 – Fly to Zanzibar, hang up 
your walking boots and relax for a week 
on the beach. We think Kilindi works 
well with this itinerary or for something 
more remote, try Fundu Lagoon on 
Pemba Island. 

DAY 15 – Return home.
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SOUTHERN EXPLORER
TAILOR-MADE / FLY-IN 

THE WILD WEST
TAILOR-MADE / FLY-IN

HIGHLIGHTS     

* Selous * Ruaha * Southern Highlands 
* Game Drives * Boat Safari  
* Elephants & Baobabs

DAYS 1-4 – Arrive in Dar-es-Salaam 
where your adventure begins with 
a light aircraft flight into the Selous 
Game Reserve. The mighty Rufiji 
River breathes life through the reserve, 
attracting a huge variety of wildlife in 
great numbers to its banks. Activities 
make the most of the water and bush 
combination – stay 4 nights at Rufiji 
River Lodge and explore on game 
drives, walks and boat safaris. 

DAYS 5-8 – Fly to Ruaha National 
Park for 4 nights at Ruaha River Lodge. 

Ruaha is vast, you’ll feel like you’re 
the only ones here, true explorers in 
pristine wilderness. With mountains, 
dry riverbeds, elephants and baobabs, 
this is Africa as you’ve always imagined 
it, raw and beautiful.

DAYS 9-11 – Fly to the southern 
highlands for 3 days at Mufindi 
Highland Lodge. The mountain air 
makes a refreshing change from the heat 
of the bush. Activities include mountain 
biking, kayaking on the lakes, fishing or 
visiting local communities.

DAY 12 – Return to Dar-es-Salaam 
– you could finish with a few days on 
Zanzibar or Pemba before returning 
home.

HIGHLIGHTS     

* Raw Nature in Katavi  
* Chimpanzees * Lake Cruise  
* Game Drives

DAY 1 – Arrive in Arusha for an  
overnight stay.

DAYS 2-5 – Fly to Katavi National Park 
for 4 nights at Chada Katavi. A network  
of seasonal rivers links the floodplains 
and in the dry season when water is 
scarce, they attract wildlife – in huge 
numbers. Katavi offers a taste of Africa 
unspoiled, raw and wild. 

DAYS 6-8 – A highlight of the trip – the 
Mahale chimpanzees. Fly to Mahale 
Mountains National Park and continue by 
boat along Lake Tanganyika to Greystoke 
Mahale for 3 nights on the sandy shores 
of the lake. Hike with your guide into the 
mountains to see the chimps, take a walk 
on a forest trail, go kayaking or enjoy a 
sundowner cruise on the lake.

DAY 9 – Fly back to Arusha. Continue 
your safari adventures – speak to us about 
how to combine with the Serengeti or 
Selous – or head to Zanzibar, Pemba or 
Mafia islands for further relaxation.

94  |  Tanzania



CENTRAL SERENGETI

SIRINGIT SERENGETI 
CAMP 
Tented it may be, but Siringit Camp 
oozes style, its chic tents nestling under 
acacia trees, with beautiful views out 
over the plains.

* 8 tents set on wooden decks
* 2-bedroom family tent
* Lounge tent with veranda
* Dining tent – wine pairings available
* Solar-powered and eco-friendly

NORTH SERENGETI

LEMALA KURIA HILLS

A sophisticated and stylish lodge set 
amid the granite boulders and kopjes 
of the less crowded northern Serengeti, 
close to the Mara River.

* 15 glass-fronted tented suites 
* Each suite has a plunge pool
* Pool and sun deck
* Spa tent
* Contemporary bar and lounge

CENTRAL SERENGETI

NIMALI CAMP

The location of this intimate camp 
couldn’t be better – tucked away in a 
secluded spot yet close to the Serengeti’s 
resident wildlife.

* 8 spacious tented suites 
* Verandas with views across the plains
* Lounge and dining tents
* Campfire for sundowner drinks
* Authentic safari camp feel

CENTRAL SERENGETI

ASANJA MORU

There’s a relaxed, modern African look 
and feel to this beautifully authentic bush 
camp set amid the rocks known as the 
Moru Kopjes.

* 7 simply-furnished tents 
* 2-bedroom family tent
* Mess tent with lounge
* Bush dining available
* Game drives and walks

CENTRAL SERENGETI

NAONA MORU CAMP

Surrounded by trees, Naona Moru’s tents 
are decorated in neutral colours, with a 
comfortable sitting area, writing desk and 
en suite shower.

* 10 tented suites
* Traditional safari camp 
* Lounge and dining tent
* Morning and evening game drives
* Bush dining

SOUTH/CENTRAL SERENGETI

PIONEER CAMP

A 1930s style tented camp that evokes 
the spirit of the early pioneers, with 
magnificent views from its rocky, hillside 
location.

* 12 stylishly decorated tented rooms
* Dining tent
* Lounge bar with views
* Game drives and bush picnics
* Sister camp in the north Serengeti
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CENTRAL SERENGETI

KUBU KUBU TENTED 
LODGE
Due to its location in the central 
Serengeti, the park’s wildlife and natural 
attractions such as the Maasai kopjes and 
Olduvai Gorge are within easy reach.

* 25 thatched tents on platforms
* Modern African décor
* Restaurant area
* Swimming pool
* Sunset drinks at the campfire

TARANGIRE

NIMALI CAMP

A blend of contemporary style and 
earthy colours characterises this stylish 
tented camp hidden among baobab and 
acacia trees.

* 6 tented suites with private deck
* Lounge overlooking a waterhole
* Boma and fireplace
* Swimming pool
* Night drives & guided walks

KARATU

NGORONGORO  
FARM HOUSE
Set in a coffee plantation with views 
across to the Oldeani volcano, the farm 
house is well placed for visiting the 
Crater and the tribes of Lake Eyasi.

* 52 chalet-style rooms
* Colonial style farm house
* Lounge and restaurant
* Swimming pool
* Farm and orchard walks

NGORONGORO CRATER

NGORONGORO  
SOPA LODGE
Perched right on the rim of the crater and 
facing west for fabulous sunsets, the views 
from this lodge are among the best you’ll 
find.

* 97 rooms in 2-storey rondavels
* Bar and lounge
* Restaurant with full length windows
* Swimming pool
* Great base for Crater drives

TARANGIRE

MBALI MBALI  
RIVER CAMP
The camp’s main lodge is raised off the 
ground, ensuring excellent views of the 
riverbank below – and the wildlife it 
attracts.

* 20 thatch and canvas rooms
* Swimming pool 
* Main lodge with dining area
* Close to the park entrance
* Camp fire and viewing deck

LAKE MANYARA

ESCARPMENT LODGE

The hillside location of this stylish lodge 
means there are plenty of steps, but 
the views across to Lake Manyara are 
incredible.

* 16 spacious rooms with decks
* Main lodge with bar
* Dining area with terrace
* Swimming pool
* Incredible views
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SELOUS

SAND RIVERS SELOUS

With no front wall, the rooms at Sand 
Rivers not only have exceptional river 
views but also a tangible connection with 
the sights and sounds of the bush.

* 8 rooms, some with plunge pools
* Camp overlooks the Rufiji River
* Swimming pool
* Game drives, river cruise
* Fly camping available

KATAVI

CHADA KATAVI

Miles from anywhere and barely visible 
from the sky, this simple yet stylish bush 
camp blends beautifully into the natural 
surroundings.

* 6 open-fronted tents
* Views across the Chada plain
* Dining tent
* Guided walking
* Fly camping a speciality

SELOUS

SIWANDU

Set in a palm grove on the shores of 
Lake Nzerakera, Siwandu’s location 
makes the most of the Selous’ beautiful 
landscapes.

* 10 octagonal tents with thatched roofs
* Elevated dining area 
* Swimming pool and loungers
* Panoramic lake views
* Game drives, walks and boat safaris

RUAHA

WALKING SAFARI

Awaken your senses on an intimate and 
exclusive walking safari, where passionate 
guides will lead you to beautiful and 
remote areas.

* 2 levels of camp, Frontier and Untamed
* Frontier – spacious, well-furnished   
 tents, mess tent
* Untamed – dome tents & camp fires
*   3, 5 and 7 night safaris

MAHALE MOUNTAINS

GREYSTOKE MAHALE

A remote and unique camp on the shores 
of Lake Tanganyika, with open-fronted 
wood and thatch bandas tucked into the 
edge of the forest.

* 6 bandas with lake views
* Reached by boat along the lake
* Mess area on the beach
* Chimpanzee trekking
* Dhow cruise, kayaking, fishing

MAHALE MOUNTAINS

MBALI MBALI

Sandwiched between the mountains and 
Lake Tanganyika, this earthy, natural 
lodge sits on a sheltered stretch of sandy 
beach.

* 10 thatched beach tents
* Bar and restaurant 
* Barefoot beach dining
* Chimpanzee trekking
* Kayaking, fishing
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KILIMANJARO CLIMB
At 5,895 metres, Kilimanjaro – the 
highest mountain in Africa – is a severe 
test for anyone, yet to reach the summit 
is an ambition harboured by many. If 
you aspire to reach the top and have a 
basic level of fitness, we can help. We 
work with carefully chosen partners 
locally who have years of experience on 
the mountain and are ready to advise 
you on the best way to climb it. 

There is a choice of routes to the 
summit, some longer than others 
and some tougher. We recommend a 
longer route that allows time for you to 
acclimatise as you go.  

Experienced guides will lead, escort and 
encourage you throughout.
 
 Accommodation varies according to 
the route you take and the level of trek 
you choose – the upgraded options 
generally offer more comfortable and 

private camps. The example below 
describes the Machame Route.

DAY 1 – Arrive in Moshi at the foot of 
Kilimanjaro for an overnight stay.

DAY 2 – After a morning briefing 
with your team, head to Kilimanjaro 
National Park where the trek begins. 
Walk through rainforest to the 
Machame Hut. 3,100 metres, approx. 5 
hours walking.

DAY 3 – Leaving the rainforest behind, 
traverse the valley and ascend a steep 
rocky ridge to the river gorge and the 
Shira Hut. 3,658 metres, approx. 4 
hours walking. 

DAY 4 – Continue past the Lava 
Tower and the Arrow Glacier, reaching 
4,876 metres before descending to the 
Barranco Hut. 3,860 metres, approx. 6 
hours walking.

DAY 5 – Walk along a steep ridge, 
past the Barranco Wall to the Karanga 
Valley and the Barafu Hut. 4,600 
metres, approx. 8 hours walking.

DAY 6 – Summit day. It’s a very early 
start and you’ll be hiking in the dark to 
Stella Point then on to Uhuru Peak, the 
highest point in Africa – 5,895 metres, 
approx. 6 hours walking. Once you have 
savoured the moment and celebrated 
your achievement on reaching the 
top of the African continent, you will 
commence the descent to Mweka Hut. 
3,100 metres, approx. 5 hours walking.

DAY 7 – Back to the Mweka Gate, 
approx. 4 hours walking, and transfer to 
your hotel.

Why not extend your stay with a safari in the 
Serengeti or fly down to Zanzibar, Pemba or 
Mafia islands for a well-deserved rest?
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TANZANIA’S 
ISLANDS

Lying just off the Tanzanian coastline is a collection of atolls 
and islands, with rustic beach lodges, island hideaways and first 
class resorts. 

The turquoise waters brim with colourful marine life, deserted 
sandbars beckon for beach picnics and in the local villages the 
ancient Arabic influences, Swahili cultures and traditions are 
very much alive.

ZANZIBAR
The ‘Spice Island’ is known for its beautiful coastline and laid-
back vibe. We think it’s an ideal place to unwind after a safari. 
It is the largest island in the Zanzibar Archipelago so, as you 
would expect, there is a range of hotels and resorts to choose 
from. The tide has a great impact on Zanzibar’s beaches – at 
high tide some are practically non-existent and at low tide the 
water can go out several hundred metres, so for that reason we 
recommend choosing a hotel with a swimming pool. The best 
beaches are typically around the northwest of the island where 
they are less affected by the tide. Over on the east you’ll find 
beaches that are ideal for kite surfing. 

Stone Town is Zanzibar’s cultural heart. It is also a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site and is worth visiting for a wander through 
the winding alleys and bustling bazaars. 

PEMBA
Pemba is like the Zanzibar of yesteryear – much less developed 
and full of rustic charm. There are primitive forests, hidden 
beaches, lagoons and unspoilt coral reefs. Pemba may feel far 
from civilisation but we think it is beautifully close to nature. 

FANJOVE
If you want to indulge your inner Robinson Crusoe, we 
recommend you head to Fanjove, a small private island that 
doesn’t come with a huge price-tag. You won’t find any glitz and 
glamour here, but you will find sandy beaches lined with palms, 
unspoilt coral reefs, crystal clear water, incredible marine life 
and just six wooden bandas on the beach. Simple, rustic and 
perfectly in keeping with the island vibe.

Climate

 JAN  FEB  MAR  APR  MAY JUN 
 ºC  29 29 28 27 27 26 
 Rain 9 5.5 15 40 25.5 7  

 JUL  AUG  SEP  OCT  NOV  DEC 
 ºC  26 26 27 27 28 28
 Rain 5 4.5 5 9.5 22.5 19.5

°C = Average daily maximum temperature in Celsius
 R = Average monthly rainfall in centimetres
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ZANZIBAR

BLUEBAY BEACH RESORT & SPA
A thatched Zanzibari style resort set in tropical gardens on 
the east coast and sharing 500 metres of beach with sister 
property, Sultan Sands

* 106 rooms and suites
* Choice of bars and restaurants
* Toto Kids Club
* Oasis Spa
* Watersports centre

ZANZIBAR

BREEZES BEACH CLUB
This ever popular resort is set amid palm trees and mature 
gardens which lead directly down to the sands of Bwejuu-
Paje beach.

* 70 rooms and suites with terrace
* Suites have large balconies with loungers
* Main restaurant and choice of bars
* 2 intimate à la carte restaurants
* Tennis, gym, pool

ZANZIBAR

DREAM OF ZANZIBAR
The island’s rich Arabic and African history is reflected in the 
resort’s design – white Moorish arches, thatched roofs and 
swaying palms.

* 157 rooms and suites
* Beach villas with private pools
* 9 restaurants and bars
* Tennis, games room, spa
* Pool and Kids Club

ZANZIBAR

OCEAN PARADISE
Landscaped gardens, mature coconut palms and traditional 
thatched Makuti roofs give a sense of place to this 5 star 
resort on the island’s north east coast.

* 92 rooms and suites
* Large swimming pool
* 3 restaurants
* Spa with sauna 
* Watersports and fitness centre
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ZANZIBAR

THE RESIDENCE
A sophisticated luxury resort, elegant and contemporary 
in style, set on a mile long beach in the southeast corner of 
Zanzibar.

* 66 chic, spacious villas with private pools
* Choice of dining venues
* Bicycles to explore the grounds
* Infinity pool and spa
* Kids Club and watersports

ZANZIBAR

ROYAL ZANZIBAR
The swim-up pool bar is a popular place to cool off in this 
5 star resort hotel set in tropical gardens on the island’s 
northwest coast.

* 124 rooms and suites
* 4 free-form pools and Jazuzzi
* Buffet and à la carte restaurants
* Fitness centre
* Spa, water polo, beach volleyball

ZANZIBAR

KILINDI
Set in its own private garden, each whitewashed pavilion 
guarantees privacy and a real sense of being completely 
surrounded by nature.

* 15 domed pavilions with plunge pools
* Open to nature with ocean views
* Spa and 25 metre infinity pool
* Laid-back ambience
* On Zanzibar’s northwest coast

ZANZIBAR

TULIA BEACH RESORT
A 5 star resort hotel with stone and thatch bungalows dotted 
throughout the tropical gardens, all just steps away from 
Pongwe Beach.

* 10 bungalows in the gardens
* 6 villas with ocean view
* Tulia Spa
* Freeform pool with waterslides
* Paddle boards, bicycles and kayaks
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ZANZIBAR

KISIWA ON THE BEACH
An all-villa resort near Paje on the southeast coast, with 
villas either in the gardens or just steps from the beach – 
barefoot bliss.

* 22 villas with private terrace
* Furnished in fresh, modern style
* Beachfront swimming pool
* Spa and gym
* Restaurant overlooking the pool

ZANZIBAR

FUMBA BEACH LODGE
A hidden gem in the remote, southwest corner of the island, 
this lodge is a peaceful retreat overlooking the ocean with a 
laid back island vibe.

* 26 bungalow rooms with garden or ocean view
* Open-air restaurant
* Dhow beach bar
* Swimming pool with ocean view
* Watersports centre

SONGOSONGO ARCHIPELAGO

FANJOVE ISLAND
A secluded island with simple beach bandas built from 
wood, palm leaves and thatch, surrounded by a pristine and 
unadulterated marine wilderness.

* 6 eco-friendly beach bandas
* Open-air dining
* Snorkel over unspoiled coral reefs
* Dolphin spotting marine safari
* Nature trails and kayaks

PEMBA ISLAND

FUNDU LAGOON
Fall asleep to the sounds of the waves in your open-fronted 
banda – this privately-owned boutique resort is built for 
relaxation.

* 18 tented rooms, hillside or beachfront
* Suites have plunge pools
* 3 bars and a restaurant
* Infinity pool and spa
* Reached by boat or air from Zanzibar
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KENYA
Named after Mount Kenya or ‘Kirinyaga’, the mountain of 
whiteness, Kenya offers a dazzling array of experiences in iconic 
places that are known to millions worldwide.



BEST TIME TO TRAVEL

July to September is the best time to visit for safari – the days 
are cooler but still warm and it is generally dry. The Great 
Migration typically arrives in the Masai Mara during these 
months. On the coast, visit between October and March for 
clearer water and hotter temperatures however if you want to 
spot the migrating humpback whales, August is usually the best 
month. 
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Climate

Essential Information

Visa – British Citizen Passport Holders require a visa
Time difference – GMT+3

 JAN  FEB  MAR  APR  MAY JUN 
 ºC  26 28 27 25 24 23 
 Rain 4 6 9 13 12 3 

 JUL  AUG  SEP  OCT  NOV  DEC 
 ºC  22 23 26 27 25 24
 Rain 1 1 2 4 11 8

°C = Average daily maximum temperature in Celsius
 R = Average monthly rainfall in centimetres
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MASAI MARA
The Mara is known worldwide for the Great Migration 
when hundreds of thousands of wildebeest and zebra dot 
the plains. Between July and September this is a spectacular 
sight but if your visit falls outside these months, we think 
you’ll enjoy the Mara just as much. There is excellent 
resident game and the area is known for its lion prides. 
Camps and lodges are located either within the national 
reserve or in the private conservancies that border it. 

NORTHERN KENYA – SAMBURU, MERU, 
LAIKIPIA, MATHEWS MOUNTAINS
To the north of Nairobi are a number of game reserves and parks 
offering excellent game viewing. Here you will find different 
tribes, arid landscapes, mountains, valleys and plateaus. We 
recommend heading north for a few days and trying some of the 
different activities – as well as game drives, you can go camel 
trekking in Samburu, walk in the pristine wilderness of the 
Mathews Mountains or sleep out under the stars in Laikipia. 

THE LAKES
The country has many soda lakes along the line of the Great 
Rift Valley. Lake Nakuru is a popular lake for migrating birds 
from December to March as well as wildlife including a large 
population of rhinos. Elmenteita is one of our favourites 
for walks along the shore and forests. Lake Naivasha is a 
freshwater lake popular for boating and world-class birding.

AMBOSELI & TSAVO 
Head south to Amboseli National Park if you want to capture 
that iconic photo of an elephant with Kilimanjaro in the 

background. The park is well known for its large herds of 
elephants. Tsavo is Kenya’s oldest and largest national park. 
You’ll see Kilimanjaro’s peak in the distance and with so much 
space you are unlikely to encounter many other vehicles on 
game drives, something which we find adds to the experience. 

BEACH RESORTS
There are a number of resorts along the Indian Ocean 
coastline – Diani works well with the Mara for post 
safari relaxation. The drive to Watamu is a little longer, 
but the marine reserve offers exceptional watersports, 
including deep sea fishing. Whether you want family-
friendly or boutique chic, we are happy to advise.

FAMILY-FRIENDLY
Kenyans love children! We are happy to recommend the 
best camps for younger guests where we know they’ll engage 
with the Maasai guides and have fun learning new skills. 
Starry sleep-outs aren’t just for couples either, we can 
recommend camps where the whole family can join in.

GETTING AROUND
Kenya’s parks are spread out and the roads often long and 
bumpy so we recommend flying between them. Not only will 
you save on travel time but you will also get to see Kenya’s 
spectacular scenery from the air. You can enjoy a morning 
game drive in one park and be in the next in time for afternoon 
tea. Flights often go via Nairobi and we recommend you 
take the opportunity to stop here for a couple of nights to 
visit the Elephant Orphanage and Giraffe Sanctuary.

KENYA
With over 30 national parks and reserves, Kenya offers a unique and varied range of 
experiences, both safari and cultural. The Masai Mara is a must for most visitors but 
we highly recommend including at least one, if not more, of Kenya’s other parks to 
really get a feel for the country, the wildlife and the people.
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“MY VERY FIRST TRIP TO AFRICA WAS TO KENYA SO IT WILL ALWAYS REMAIN SPECIAL.  
IT WAS BEYOND WHAT I IMAGINED, PARTICULARLY THE GAME EXPERIENCE, I WAS  
LUCKY ENOUGH TO SEE THE BIG 5 AND SO MUCH MORE.” Beth, African Pride Tours Consultant

CLASSIC KENYA
TAILOR-MADE / FLY-IN  

HIGHLIGHTS     

* Amboseli * Laikipia * Meru  
* Masai Mara

DAY 1 – Arrive in Nairobi. Your safari 
experience starts straight away as you 
head into Nairobi National Park for an 
overnight stay in Nairobi Tented Camp. 
Depending on your arrival time, enjoy a 
game drive before dinner.

DAYS 2-3 – A short transfer to the 
airport and a light aircraft flight to 
Amboseli. The park is famed for its 
elephants and the incredible views of 
Kilimanjaro. You’ll spend a morning 
in the park, with picnic lunch, as well 
as scenic sundowners and night drives. 
There will also be the opportunity to 
walk to a nearby Maasai village. Stay for 
2 nights at Porini Amboseli Camp in the 
Selenkay Conservancy.

DAYS 4-5 – Fly via Nairobi to Nanyuki 
for 2 nights in Laikipia. Your base 
here is Porini Rhino Camp in the Ol 
Pejeta Conservancy. Head out on 
game drives or walks with the local 
guides, the conservancy is particularly 
known for its black rhinos. For an 
additional charge, you can also visit 
the Endangered Species Boma, which 
houses the last 2 remaining northern 
white rhinos, or go lion tracking.

DAYS 6-7 – After your morning game 
drive, fly on to Meru National park for  
2 nights at Porini River Camp. Meru is a 
scenic park, with mountains, grasslands, 
rivers and streams, a diverse habitat 
which is home to a variety of wildlife. 
Explore on game drives and walks, and 
cool off in between in the camp’s pool.

DAYS 8-9 – Fly down to the  
Masai Mara for a final few nights on 

safari. Stay at Porini Mara Camp in the 
Ol Kinyei Conservancy. Activities here 
include game drives and sundowners 
in the conservancy and a full day in 
the Masai Mara National Reserve. 
Depending on the time of year you 
may see the huge herds of migrating 
wildebeest and zebra that come with the 
rains, however the Mara has abundant 
resident game year round, with healthy 
elephant, cheetah and lion populations.

DAY 10 – Fly back to Nairobi. Why not 
extend your holiday with a stay by the 
beach, either in Kenya or Zanzibar?

This is a sample itinerary which can be 
personalised for your requirements – we 
will happily make recommendations, 
based on your preferences and our 
personal experiences. We recommend 
flying between reserves in Kenya both 
to save time as distances are huge and 
because the roads can be bumpy.

Clockwise from below:  
Amboseli, Rhino, Tribal Colours



KENYA BY LAND  
& AIR 
TAILOR-MADE / ROAD & AIR

TASTE OF KENYA
TAILOR-MADE / FLY-IN

HIGHLIGHTS     

* Game Viewing * Samburu  
* Ol Pejeta * Masai Mara

DAY 1 – Arrive in Nairobi for an 
overnight stay.

DAY 2 – Head off with your driver/guide 
to the highlands of Kenya, arriving at the 
Ol Pejeta conservancy in time for lunch. 
Enjoy game viewing on the plains – the 
area has Kenya’s largest rhino population 
and, weather permitting, views of Mount 
Kenya.

DAYS 3-4 – Drive to Samburu, where  
the Ewaso Nyiro River breathes life into 

 
 
the arid landscapes. Spend 2 nights here, 
exploring on game drives – keep an eye 
out for the Samburu Special 5.

DAYS 5-7 – Fly down to the Masai Mara 
for 3 nights in this spectacular reserve. 
The Mara has exceptional wildlife year 
round and is known for its large prides 
of lions.

DAY 8 – Fly to Nairobi and continue 
your holiday or return home.

We are happy to recommend camps or lodges 
based on your preferences and our personal 
experience.

HIGHLIGHTS     

* Lake Naivasha * Lake Nakuru * Masai Mara

DAYS 1-2 – Arrive in Nairobi, meet  
your driver and head off through the 
scenic Great Rift Valley. Spend 2 
nights at Loldia House on the shores of 
Lake Naivasha. Relax in the grounds, 
the birdlife on the lake is prolific. A 
full day’s game drive in Lake Nakuru 
National Park is also included, rhino are 
frequently spotted here.

DAYS 3-5 – Fly directly to the Masai 
Mara, arriving in time for lunch. Stay for 
3 nights at Governors’ Camp and   
head out on game drives in this iconic 
reserve. While there, why not consider a 
hot air balloon ride at sunrise? 

DAY 6 – Fly back to Nairobi and 
continue your African adventure. 

We think this short taster is a beautiful 
introduction to Kenya – or a quick safari 
hit for those who already know how 
amazing the country is. We can also 
arrange 2 or 3 night hops into the Mara 
flying direct from Nairobi which we can 
easily combine with other experiences 
in Kenya, Tanzania, Rwanda, Uganda or 
even Victoria Falls – please call us for our 
recommendations.
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FAMILY SAFARI  
& BEACH 
TAILOR-MADE / FLY-IN

KENYA ADVENTURE  
SAFARI 
TAILOR-MADE / FLY-IN

HIGHLIGHTS     

* Masai Mara Safari * Zanzibar

DAYS 1-4 – Arrive in Nairobi and connect 
with the light aircraft flight to the Masai Mara. 
Spend 4 nights at Mara Intrepids, exploring 
this incredible reserve. Children will love 
the Adventurers’ Club where they’ll have fun 
learning about the wildlife and bush survival 
skills from Maasai guides. The camp has 
interconnecting tented rooms for families and 
a swimming pool.

DAYS 5-11 – Fly back to Nairobi – depending 
on flight times, we recommend a visit to 
the Giraffe Sanctuary where you can see 
the giraffes up close before flying down to 
Zanzibar for a week’s relaxation. Bluebay 
Beach Resort and The Residence both have 
children’s clubs and plenty of activities to keep 
younger guests entertained.

DAY 12 – Continue your adventure or  
return home. 

DAY 1 – Arrive in Nairobi,  
overnight stay.

DAYS 2-4 – Fly to Laikipia where your 
walking safari begins. Meet with your 
guide, camp staff and train of camels 
who will travel with you and set up your 
camp each night. You will typically 
walk for 10-12 kms each day, across 
plains and through the bush, observing 
the wildlife and learning about local 
customs from the Samburu guides. 
There are 2 levels of campsite – classic 
and luxury.

DAYS 5-7 – A final walk back to 
Tumaren Camp before heading off by 

vehicle to the Mathews Mountains. 
Spend 3 nights at Kitich Forest Camp. 
Walking is the best way to explore 
the forests, where there are 350 bird 
species, forest elephants, the only 
population of De Brazza monkeys in 
Kenya and other wildlife.

DAYS 8-10 – Fly to the Masai Mara 
and spend 3 nights at Governors’ Camp 
where you’ll enjoy game drives and the 
chance to spot the Big 5 in this beautiful 
reserve.

DAY 11 – Fly to the Kenyan Coast for a 
few days on the beach or fly to Nairobi 
for the return journey home.
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SAMBURU

SARUNI SAMBURU

An exclusive luxury lodge in a private 
reserve of unspoiled wilderness, where 
you may spot the ‘Samburu 5’ on game 
drives or walks.

* 6 villas, several suitable for families
* 2 infinity pools
* Wellbeing Space
* Hillside location with great views
* Day and night game drives

MERU

ELSA’S KOPJE

There’s a romantic feel to this lodge, with 
cottages built around huge rocks and 
open sitting rooms to make the most of 
the fabulous views.

* 10 cottages and suites
* Private house ideal for families
* Infinity pool
* Game drives, walks and fishing
* Rhino Sanctuary in the park

SAMBURU 

SOPA LODGE

This lodge is located within the National 
Reserve and built in a traditional 
local style, with thatched cottages and 
panoramic views.

* 60 rooms
* Indoor and outdoor dining
* Swimming pool
* Bar and lounge in main lodge
* Game drives and nature walks

MATHEWS MOUNTAINS

KITICH FOREST CAMP

A pristine wilderness setting, overlooking 
a river frequented by elephants, wild dogs 
and buffalo and surrounded by forested 
mountains.

* 6 canvas tents
* Dining area
* Guided game walks in the forest
* Quad biking
* Swimming in rock pools

LAIKIPIA

PORINI RHINO CAMP

Between the Aberdares and Mount 
Kenya, this traditional safari camp is in 
the Ol Pejeta Conservancy, shaded by 
acacia trees.

* 7 solar-powered tents
* Game drives in open vehicles
* Visit the Chimpanzee Sanctuary
* Guided walks
* Night drives in the conservancy

LAIKIPIA

TUMAREN CAMP

Tumaren is all about conservation and 
exploration – explore on foot with your 
guide and camels, returning to camp at the 
end of the day.

* 6 spacious tents
* Family-friendly (4+ years)
* Camel-assisted walks
* Mess tent 
* Mobile camps also available
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MASAI MARA

MARA SERENA 
SAFARI LODGE
Laid out in the style of a traditional 
Maasai Manyatta, the Serena perches on 
a hill at the heart of the Masai Triangle 
with uninterrupted views of the plains.

* 74 rooms, each with a view
* Dining room
* Swimming pool and sundeck
* Spa and gym
* Family-friendly lodge

MARA CONSERVANCY

PORINI MARA CAMP

A small, private camp in the Ol Kinyei 
wildlife conservancy, offering a 
traditional bush camping experience 
with all the necessary comforts.

* 6 safari tents with bucket showers
* On the banks of the Laetoli spring
* Mess tent
* Sundowners and night drives
* Bush breakfasts and walks

MASAI MARA

MARA INTREPIDS

A warm and friendly camp in a very 
central location, with tented rooms 
either side of the main lodge and 
overlooking the Talek River.

* 30 tented rooms on platforms
* Main lodge with dining area and bar
* Swimming pool
* Adventurers’ Club for kids
* 3 game drives daily

MASAI MARA

GOVERNORS’
COLLECTION
A trio of traditional, tented camps, either 
close to or on the banks of the Mara River, 
an exceptional location well known for its 
prolific game.
* Governors’ Camp, 37 tents
* Little Governors’ Camp, 17 tents
* Il Moran, 10 large tents
* Game drives and walking safaris 
* Hot air balloon trips (charges apply)

MARA CONSERVANCY

KICHECHE MARA CAMP

Set in a beautiful valley overlooking the 
Olare Orok stream in the Mara North 
Conservancy, this luxury bush camp is in 
a prime wildlife area.

* 8 tents with bucket showers
* Lounge tent with valley views
* Al fresco dining under the acacia trees
* Game drives and walks
* Cultural visits can be arranged

MARA CONSERVANCY

MAHALI MZURI

A hillside location and clever design 
ensures that there is a stunning view from 
every corner of Sir Richard Branson’s 
Kenyan camp.

* 12 super-stylish tents 
* Lounge and dining areas with views
* Spa, pool and sundeck
* Game drives, bush dining
* In the Olare Motorogi conservancy
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MARA CONSERVANCY

ELEPHANT PEPPER 
CAMP
An elegant tented camp furnished with 
dark wood and brass fittings with an 
excellent location, at the heart of the 
greater Mara eco-system.

* 8 tented rooms with private deck
* 2 larger suites ideal for families
* Game drives and walks
* Fun walks for kids within the camp
* In the Mara North Conservancy

LAKE ELMENTEITA 

SERENA CAMP

A small tented camp in a wildlife 
conservancy on the shores of the lake, 
and a convenient base to visit lakes 
Nakuru and Bogoria.

* 25 tented rooms with private veranda
* Dining area overlooking a waterhole
* Swimming pool
* Day and night game drives
* Home to rare species, including   
 Rothschild giraffe

MARA CONSERVANCY

PORINI CHEETAH 
CAMP
A comfortable tented camp nestled 
among trees and rocks in Ol Kinyei 
Conservancy, where there are plenty of 
spots for scenic sundowners.

* 6 spacious tents
* Entirely solar-powered
* Escorted walks
* Day and night game drives
* Full day game drive in the Mara  
 

LAKE NAIVASHA

LOLDIA HOUSE

A beautiful spot to relax on the shores 
of Lake Naivasha, with views across to 
Mount Longonot from the veranda of the 
colonial farmhouse. 

* 10 rooms in the farmhouse and cottages
* Lounge and dining room
* Boat trips on the lake
* Game drives and guided walks
* Swimming pool and spa room

TSAVO WEST

KILAGUNI SERENA 
SAFARI LODGE
A popular lodge in Tsavo West National 
Park with Kilimanjaro as a backdrop and 
unique activities such as volcano climbs 
and lava cave explorations.

* 56 rooms and suites
* Thatched dining area
* Viewing terrace overlooking the   
 waterhole
* Pool and sundeck
* Game drives available

AMBOSELI

TORTILIS CAMP

The large numbers of elephants and 
views of Kilimanjaro are, we think, reason 
enough to visit Tortilis – the rest is just a 
bonus.

* 16 canvas and thatch tents
* Family tent and private house
* Main lodge and pool 
* Game drives in Amboseli and the   
 conservancy
* Guided walks and bush breakfasts
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GALU BEACH

KINONDO KWETU
Family-owned and operated, this small boutique hotel is a 
warm and welcoming home from home on Galu Beach, away 
from the crowds.

* Rooms in cottages and 2 villas
* Family rooms available 
* Relaxed dining in various locations
* Swimming pool 
* Horse-riding and watersports (charges apply)

DIANI BEACH

BAOBAB BEACH RESORT & SPA
Set on Diani Beach and surrounded by tropical gardens, this 
all-inclusive resort offers activities (some with charges), a 
choice of dining venues and regular entertainment.

* 323 rooms with pool, garden or ocean view
* 3 swimming pools
* Wellness Club
* Rafiki Kids Club
* Tennis, snorkelling, fishing, archery

WATAMU

MEDINA PALMS
The Swahili-style rooms, suites and villas are set around 
pools, water features and palm trees reminiscent of a 
Moroccan medina

* 50 rooms
* Indoor and outdoor dining
* Coffee garden and rooftop bar
* Turtle Sanctuary nearby
* Biking trails in the forest

WATAMU

HEMINGWAYS
An exceptional 5 star hotel with a location to match – the 
rooms and residences all have views over the protected 
waters of the Marine Park.

* 39 rooms and 21 apartments
* Beachfront restaurant
* Gede Café for informal dining
* Spa and gym
* Deep sea fishing and whale spotting can be arranged
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ZIMBABWE
An ancient land known the world over for the iconic Victoria 
Falls, Zimbabwe has a wealth of spectacular scenery, excellent game 
viewing, fine accommodation and a warm and friendly people. 



BEST TIME TO TRAVEL

For the safari experience, the best time to visit is in winter, 
from May to October. It’s still warm during the day but it is also 
dry, this means the vegetation is less dense and the animals are 
drawn to water. This is when you are most likely to see the huge 
herds of elephants and buffalo in Hwange National Park. It can 
however get exceptionally hot in September and October. The 
best time to visit Victoria Falls depends on what you want to do 
there – please see page 122 for more information.
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ZAMBIA

MOZAMBIQUE

MOZAMBIQUE

Bulawayo

Beitbridge

Masvingo

Chiredzi

Harare
Victoria Falls

Livingstone
Kasane

Kariba

MutareHwange
National Park

Matobo
National Park

Matusadona
National Park

Mana Pools
National Park

Gonarezhou
National Park

ZIMBABWE

Climate

Essential Information

Visa – British Citizen Passport Holders require a visa
Time difference – GMT+2

 JAN  FEB  MAR  APR  MAY JUN 
 ºC  25 25 24 24 22 19  
 Rain 19 17 10 3.5 1 0

 JUL  AUG  SEP  OCT  NOV  DEC 
 ºC  19 22 25 27 27 25  
 Rain 0 0 0 4 9 18

°C = Average daily maximum temperature in Celsius
 R = Average monthly rainfall in centimetres
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Zimbabwe is on the up and we are thrilled to see so many new 
properties opening their doors – from stylish guesthouses in 
Victoria Falls to gorgeous camps in the heart of the wilderness. 
What remains constant however is the natural warmth and 
friendliness of the people, the incredible wildlife and the 
exceptional guides who have long been regarded as the best 
in the business. The size and locations of the parks mean that 
careful planning is required but we love working out the best way 
to get around. And remember that it’s also possible to combine a 
stay here with South Africa, Botswana, Zambia and even Kenya.

VICTORIA FALLS
Undoubtedly the country’s most famous attraction and one of 
the seven Natural Wonders of the World – please see page 122 
for more information.

HWANGE NATIONAL PARK
It is easy to get to Zimbabwe’s oldest and largest park – you 
can go down by road from Victoria Falls, fly directly into the 
park or even take a train ride for part of the journey. The 
landscape varies from granite hills and forests in the north 
to drier open plains in the south, so we recommend staying 
in two camps to experience the park fully. Activities include 
game drives and walks and visits to local villages but we 
find we have just as much fun sitting at a waterhole or in a 
log pile hide and just watching what wildlife comes by.

LAKE KARIBA
This man-made lake is dotted with islands and a magnet 
for wildlife – we’ve seen elephants strolling along the shore 
and marching through the water. We highly recommend a 
couple of nights here, the blue of the lake is such a contrast 

to the browns and greens in the parks and the sunset cruise 
among the skeleton trees may well be a holiday highlight.

MATOBO HILLS 
The Matopos or Matobo Hills are strikingly beautiful, with 
huge granite boulders that somehow seem to balance on top 
of each other. We suggest you take a guided walk for incredible 
views and the opportunity to see some fine examples of ancient 
rock art. You can also track rhino by vehicle or on foot. 

MANA POOLS NATIONAL PARK
This park may be harder to reach than Hwange but it is 
scenically beautiful, a haven for wildlife, a World Heritage Site 
and is on the banks of the Zambezi River – so that, in our book, 
makes the journey more than worthwhile. You can stay either 
along the river, where you can go canoeing and take scenic 
cruises as well as game drives, or go deeper into the park.

GONAREZHOU NATIONAL PARK
This park is tucked away in the south east of the country, on the 
border with South Africa and Mozambique. It’s a little bit off the 
beaten track, but worth the journey. It is remote, natural, pristine 
and undeveloped. You’ll find forests, plains, hills and rivers and 
of course wildlife. Combine it with other sights in Zimbabwe 
or with South Africa, just ask us for our recommendations. 

GREAT ZIMBABWE RUINS
The long deserted and ancient ruins tell the tale of a once 
great African civilisation. They are a spectacular site at any 
time but we think especially beautiful in the early morning 
or late afternoon light. Accommodation in this area is 
limited, so please call us to discuss the best way to visit.

ZIMBABWE
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“WE LOVE ZIMBABWE AND ARE SO EXCITED TO SEE IT BACK ON THE MAP. IT'S 
NOT JUST THE FALLS, IT HAS WONDERFUL PEOPLE, AMAZING GAME PARKS. THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO TREK WHITE RHINOS WAS BREATH-TAKING. BEING SO CLOSE TO 
THEM IS AN EXPERIENCE I WILL NEVER FORGET.”  Ainslie, African Pride Tours Consultant 

CLASSIC ZIMBABWE
TAILOR-MADE   

HIGHLIGHTS     

* Matobo Hills * San Rock Art  
* Safari in Hwange Park  
* Victoria Falls

DAYS 1-3 – Arrive in Bulawayo and 
transfer to the Matobo Hills. Spend 3 
nights at Amalinda Lodge exploring this 
fascinating area. The lodge itself is set 
among the granite hills and boulders of 
the UNESCO World Heritage Site, so 
there’s a real sense of place. Activities 
in the area range from rhino tracking to 
guided walks around the lodge and in 
the hills you’ll see ancient rock art from 
the San bushmen. You can also visit the 
tomb of Cecil John Rhodes, it’s easy to 
see why the spot is known as the ‘View 
of the World’. 

DAYS 4-6 – Transfer by road to Hwange 
National Park for 3 nights on safari. 
Your base is Khulu Bush Camp, an 
intimate lodge in a private concession, 
well placed for exploring the park. Head 
out on game drives and guided walks, or 
simply sit at a water pan and observe the 
wildlife as it comes to drink. A cultural 
visit to Dete village is also available.

DAYS 7-8 – Transfer by road to Victoria 
Falls. Whether you prefer to stay in a 
hotel or exclusive guesthouse in the town 
and be close to the Falls, or in a beautiful 
lodge right on the banks of the river, 
there are plenty of options. We know 
the area well and are happy to share our 
thoughts. There’s so much to do and see 
here – a tour of the Falls, on foot or by 
air, is a highlight. There are adrenalin-

fuelled activities such as white water 
rafting and gorge swings too – some are 
seasonal so please call to discuss your 
requirements. We highly recommend 
that you take a gentle sundowner cruise 
– or maybe even dinner – on the Zambezi 
River before you leave.

DAY 9 – Return home, or continue on 
your African adventure. Chobe National 
Park – in Botswana – is within easy 
reach, you could head to South Africa 
or take a direct flight to Nairobi and 
continue your safari in Kenya.

This is a sample itinerary which can be 
personalised for your requirements. We 
will happily make recommendations, 
based on your preferences and our 
personal experiences.

Clockwise from below:  
Matobo Hills, Hyena, Victoria Falls



SAFARI & THE FALLS 
TAILOR-MADE 

TRIO OF TREATS
TAILOR-MADE / FLY-IN

HIGHLIGHTS     

* Victoria Falls * Elephant Express Rail 
Journey * Safari in Hwange Park

DAYS 1-3 – Arrive in Victoria Falls 
and transfer to Gorges Lodge. Spend 3 
nights in this beautiful, tranquil location, 
perched on the edge of Batoka Gorge. 
With 2 activities per day included, there’s 
plenty to do. Choices include a guided 
tour of the Falls, a visit to a local village, 
displays of traditional dancing, a walk 
along the gorge and a sundowner cruise 
on the Zambezi. 

DAYS 4-6 – Transfer by road to Dete 
Railway Station where you board the 
Elephant Express Railcar – a novel way 
to continue your travels. The railway line 
borders Hwange National Park and the 
journey time depends on game spotted 
along the way. Spend 3 nights at Bomani 
Tented Lodge and enjoy game drives 
in the park and night drives and walks 
around camp. 

DAY 7 – Transfer to Victoria Falls, 
where you can continue your travels or 
return home.

HIGHLIGHTS     

* Hwange Park  
* Boat Cruise on Lake Kariba  
* Mana Pools * Game Drives

DAYS 1-3 – Fly from Victoria Falls 
to Hwange National Park where your 
safari adventure begins. Spend 3 nights 
at The Hide, heading out on game drives 
and guided walks.

DAYS 4-5 – Fly to Lake Kariba where 
you’ll spend 2 nights at Changa Safari 
Camp. The camp is right on the 
lakeshore, the ideal spot to pause and 
admire the views, though there are  

activities too – game drives and walks 
in Matusadona Park, a boat cruise to 
Sanyati Gorge or scenic cruises on the 
lake.

DAYS 6-8 – Fly to Mana Pools for a 
final 3 nights on safari. Your base is 
John’s Camp, a tented camp in unspoilt 
wilderness with views across the 
floodplain to the Zambezi River. Camp 
activities include game drives, guided 
walks and land-based fishing.

DAY 9 – Return to Victoria Falls or 
Harare. We can easily add a stay in 
Victoria Falls at the start or end of this 
itinerary.
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ZIMBABWE UNCOVERED 
TAILOR-MADE / FLY-IN

ROVOS RAIL, VICTORIA 
FALLS & CHOBE
TAILOR-MADE 

HIGHLIGHTS     

* Gonarezhou * Spectacular Scenery  
* Game Drives * Lake Kariba  
* Boat Cruise * Victoria Falls

DAY 1 – Arrive in Harare for an 
overnight stay.

DAYS 2-4 – Fly from Harare to 
Gonarezhou National Park. The 
name means ‘Place of the Elephants’ 
and you’ll have opportunities to spot 
these giants, and other wildlife, on 
game drives. This is an area of pristine 
wilderness, huge sandstone cliffs and 
waterfalls. Chilo Gorge Safari Lodge is 
your base for 3 nights. 

DAYS 5-7 – Fly to Lake Kariba for 3 
nights at Bumi Hills. Set on the hill, 
the views down to the lake are breath-
taking – you can often see elephant and 
buffalo grazing along the shoreline. 
Take a sunset cruise on the lake, explore 
Matusadona Park on game drives or 
simply relax at the pool.

DAYS 8-10 – Fly to Victoria Falls for 
a final 3 nights. We think River Lodge 
works well with this combination, but 
there are plenty of hotels and lodges to 
choose from, we’re happy to advise.

HIGHLIGHTS     

* Rovos Rail Train Journey  
* Victoria Falls * Chobe National Park

DAY 1 – Arrive in Pretoria for an 
overnight stay.

DAYS 2-4 – A holiday highlight as you 
board the Rovos Rail luxury train for a 
leisurely journey to Victoria Falls. Spend 
3 nights on board and enjoy a game drive 
in Hwange National Park en route.

DAYS 5-6 – On arrival, it’s a short red 
carpet walk to the Victoria Falls Hotel. 

Stay for 2 nights, enjoy the hotel’s 
beautiful grounds and take a walk to the 
Falls.

DAYS 7-9 – Head to Botswana, either 
by road or by a short flight, for 3 nights 
on safari in Chobe National Park, an 
area famed for its elephants. Sanctuary 
Chobe Chilwero is an excellent base 
for exploring on game drives and river 
cruises.  

DAY 10 – Continue your holiday in 
Botswana or transfer to the airport for a 
flight home. 
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HWANGE

CAMP HWANGE

A classic camp, beautifully furnished 
and in a location chosen specifically 
for the views – watch the wildlife at the 
waterhole right in front of the camp.

* 8 thatched chalets with patio
* Elegant restaurant
* Lounge with comfy sofas
* Game drives and guided walks
* Log pile hide at the waterhole

HWANGE

KHULU BUSH CAMP

Overlooking an ancient riverbed, Khulu 
is more lodge than traditional bush 
camp, blending contemporary and old-
world styles.

* 6 thatch and canvas rooms 
* Views of an active waterhole
* Main area for dining
* Plunge pool and fire pit
* Game drives and walks

HWANGE

DETEEMA SPRINGS

A small camp built on decks overlooking 
the Deteema Springs which has been 
designed to blend naturally into the 
surrounding rock and bush.

* 7 tented rooms on wooden platforms
* Family unit
* Swimming pool
* Tented main area for dining
* Game drives

HWANGE

DAVISON’S CAMP

A classic African tented camp in the 
Linkwasha Concession, one of the most 
prolific wildlife areas within the park, with 
an active waterhole.

* 9 Meru-style tents
* Main area with lounge and dining room
* Pool and viewing deck
* Traditional boma and fire pit
* Active waterhole

HWANGE

SOMALISA TENTED 
CAMP
A beautifully furnished luxury camp in 
a stunning location, tucked away on an 
acacia island along the edge of an ancient 
seasonal flood plain.

* 7 spacious tents
* Copper bathtubs, outdoor showers
* Main area with split-level deck
* Splash pool overlooking a waterhole
* Game drives and walks

HWANGE

THE HIDE

A well-established and welcoming camp, 
known for its friendly staff, beautiful tents, 
excellent guides and wealth of game all 
around.

* 10 thatch and canvas tents
* Exclusive use safari house
* Communal lounge and dining area
* Hide overlooking the waterhole
* Up to 4 activities each day

120  |  Zimbabwe



HWANGE

BOMANI TENTED 
LODGE
In a private reserve within the Ngamo 
Forest, Bomani has its own gate into 
Hwange Park, just 15 minutes’ drive from 
the lodge.

* 11 tented rooms and 1 bungalow
* Main lodge overlooking the waterhole
* Game drives and walks
* Night drives within the reserve
* Underground hide at the waterhole

MANA POOLS

NYAMATUSI CAMP

On the banks of the Zambezi River, 
Nyamatusi offers a slice of luxury in the 
heart of one of Africa’s most remote, wild 
and beautiful areas.

* 6 tented suites with plunge pools
* Two storey main lodge 
* Dining deck with river views
* Game drives and walks
* Canoeing on the Zambezi

MATOBO HILLS

AMALINDA LODGE

With rooms cut into and designed around 
the granite rocks, this lodge truly blends 
into its surroundings, giving a real sense 
of place.

* 10 uniquely-styled rooms 
* Main lodge on the hill
* Infinity pool
* See San rock art in the hills
* Rhino tracking 

GONAREZHOU

CHILO GORGE SAFARI 
LODGE
A lodge with spectacular views, Chilo 
is a serene retreat, perched on the cliff 
overlooking the gorge, surrounded by 
nature, trees and wildlife.

* 10 rooms with balconies
* Swimming pool
* Bar and lounges
* Game drives and walks
* Visit Chivilila Falls and Chilojo Cliffs
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LAKE KARIBA

CHANGA SAFARI  
CAMP
Right on the shores of the lake and 
shaded by trees, Changa’s tented rooms 
are made for relaxation with outdoor 
baths and hammocks.

* 8 tented rooms with private decks
* Main lodge with dining decks
* Swimming pool with day beds
* Game drives and walks
* Fishing and boat cruises

LAKE KARIBA

BUMI HILLS  
SAFARI LODGE
A luxurious lodge with a stunning hillside 
location and uninterrupted views of the 
lake – you may even spot elephants along 
the shoreline.

* 10 lake view rooms and private villa
* Stylish main lodge
* Swimming pool with views
* Indoor and outdoor dining areas
* Game drives, walks, lake cruises



BEST TIME TO VISIT 
From February to May when the Zambezi River is at its fullest 
the amount of water roaring into the Falls is phenomenal. You 
get a real sense of the power of the water but you will also get 
drenched and you’ll probably end up protecting your camera 
from the spray rather than taking photos. From June onwards 
the water levels recede and you can get some spectacular 
pictures from the viewpoints parallel to the Falls. It seems 
incredible but when the Zambezi is particularly low, the Falls 
can be reduced to little more than a trickle on the Zambian 
side, though the Zimbabwean side usually still manages a good 
display. 

Visits to Livingstone Island and the Devil’s Pool or activities 
such as white water rafting are only possible when the water 
level is low enough – call us for advice tailored to what you 
want to do.

BEYOND THE FALLS 
The town of Victoria Falls is a bustling place with a craft 
market, a brewery, restaurants and a good selection of hotels 
and boutique guest houses. It’s also the starting point for most 
activities, from white water rafting to scenic helicopter flights. 
Choose whether you want to be in the thick of it all or retreat 
to a lodge on the banks of the river. Most lodges will also offer 
game drives in the park.

There are a host of activities, some adventurous, some more 
relaxing – here are some of our most popular things to do. We 
recommend an adventure pass which includes two activities 
and a cruise – call us for more details. 

CULTURAL 
Dinner Safari
Hop aboard a classic train to head off for sundowners on the 
Victoria Falls bridge with an elegant dinner on board. You can 
do this from either Victoria Falls or Livingstone.

River Cruise
We think sunset is a lovely time to go for a gentle cruise on the 
Zambezi – you can choose to head out for a sundowner or to 
dine on board.

Cooking & Canoeing
Learn how to prepare a local Zimbabwean ‘potjie’ dinner and 
while it cooks over an open fire, go for a canoe ride on the river. 
When you return your meal will be ready.

ADVENTURE
White Water Rafting
Not for the faint hearted, but it is an exhilarating adventure.

Canopy Tour
Zip-wiring through the trees and across the gorge comes with a 
real adrenalin rush – and incredible views.

Cycling Tour
Head off with a guide and cycle through the town, along the 
banks of the Zambezi and across the Victoria Falls bridge.

Helicopter Flight
The view of the Falls from the air is breath-taking and an 
unforgettable experience.

VICTORIA FALLS
With a curtain of water almost two kilometres wide, a drop of one hundred metres and 
spray that can be seen for miles, it’s no wonder that Victoria Falls is one of the seven 
Natural Wonders of the World. The Falls form part of the border between Zimbabwe 
and Zambia so you can visit from either country.
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VICTORIA FALLS

BATONKA GUEST 
LODGE
After a day’s sightseeing, retreat to this 
tranquil haven, a boutique hotel with a 
home-from-home welcome set in its own 
gardens just 2kms from the Falls.

* 27 rooms
* Garden or pool views
* Restaurant serving home-style meals
* Outdoor terrace, garden and pool
* Stylish lounges and breakfast veranda

VICTORIA FALLS

VICTORIA FALLS 
HOTEL
This ‘Grand Old Lady of the Falls’ is full 
of charm and elegance, surrounded by 
acres of gardens with views towards the 
Falls and Railway Bridge.

* 161 rooms and suites
* Stables Signature rooms include   
 afternoon tea and a massage
* BBQ lunches at the pool
* 2 restaurants
* Beautiful views from Stanley’s Terrace

VICTORIA FALLS

528 VICTORIA FALLS

A masterpiece in Zimbabwean colour, 
style and architectural design, this 
upmarket guesthouse has a rooftop bar, 
the ideal sundowner venue.

* 7 stylish rooms
* Owner-managed, personal service
* Treetops bar
* Lounge and dining room
* Gardens and swimming pool

VICTORIA FALLS

VICTORIA FALLS  
RIVER LODGE
It’s a tough decision when the choice is 
between a beautiful tented suite on the 
banks of the river or a glamorous tree 
house-style suite on a private island. 

* 13 tented suites 
* 4 treehouse suites and 2 starbeds
* Stylish bar and lounge areas
* Spa and fitness centre
* Game drives and river cruises

VICTORIA FALLS

VICTORIA FALLS  
SAFARI LODGE
An ever-popular lodge collection 
overlooking an active waterhole just 4 
kms from the Falls (a complimentary 
shuttle service is provided).

* Safari Lodge, 72 rooms and suites 
* Safari Suites, 6 family-friendly
* Safari Club, 20 room boutique hotel  
 with pool & restaurant
* MaKuwa-Kuwa restaurant 
* Dinner & Drum show at the Boma

VICTORIA FALLS

ILALA LODGE

A short walk from the Falls and the town 
centre, Ilala borders the National Park, so 
it’s not unusual to see animals grazing the 
lawns!

* 73 rooms and suites
* Award-winning restaurant with indoor  
 and outdoor dining areas
* Views of the spray from the Falls 
* 2 pools and sun deck
* Attractive gardens
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ZAMBIA  
& MALAWI
Close neighbours they may be but these friendly countries offer a wealth of 
different experiences. Zambia’s huge parks host an outstanding range of birds 
and animals in often pristine, raw and natural environments. We recommend 
a well-planned safari either in Zambia or Malawi then some down time in a 
lovely lodge on the shores of Lake Malawi.



BEST TIME TO TRAVEL

In Zambia the dry winter season from June to November 
is the best for safari activities and bush walking. It can be 
exceptionally hot in September and October so perhaps too 
hot for walking, but the lack of water means the animals are 
more visible at the waterholes. Many camps close during the 
rainy season from November to May though some lodges 
remain open year-round and the birding at this time of year 
is exceptional. If you want to see the wildebeest migration in 
Liuwa Plain, the herds follow the rains so you should visit after 
the rains arrive in November.

Malawi’s seasons follow a similar pattern so June to November 
are the best months for game viewing and the driest for 
lakeside relaxation.
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Zambia Climate

 JAN  FEB  MAR  APR  MAY JUN 
 ºC  27 28 28 27 26 24 
 Rain 20 19 8 4 1 1

 JUL  AUG  SEP  OCT  NOV  DEC 
 ºC  22 27 30 32 31 28
 Rain 1 1 2 6 11 16

°C = Average daily maximum temperature in Celsius
 R = Average monthly rainfall in centimetres

 JAN  FEB  MAR  APR  MAY JUN 
 ºC  27 27 27 27 26 24 
 Rain 22 18 13 4.5 1 0
 
 JUL  AUG  SEP  OCT  NOV  DEC 
 ºC  24 25 28 30 30 28 
 Rain 0 0 0 1 6 18

Malawi Climate

 °C = Average daily maximum temperature in Celsius
 R = Average monthly rainfall in centimetres

Essential Information

Visa – British Passport Holders require a visa
Time difference – GMT+2



Zambia is a beautiful and friendly country with an excellent 
variety of safari options, together with the wonder of Victoria 
Falls. It’s regarded as the home of the walking safari, it plays 
host to Africa’s second largest wildlife migration and with 
careful planning, it can be easily combined with Zimbabwe, 
Botswana, Cape Town or Malawi. We’d be happy to share our 
knowledge and plan your holiday.

VICTORIA FALLS
When the river is in full flood between February and May 
there’s a chance that there is so much spray you’ll barely see the 
Falls, but it is a very intense experience none-the-less and with 
the KAZA visa we recommend popping over to Zimbabwe to 
see the Falls from that side too. When the water recedes, take 
a boat trip across to Livingstone Island and maybe even take a 
dip in Devil’s Pool on the lip of the Falls – the river is generally 
low enough to do this from mid August to mid January. 

SOUTH LUANGWA NATIONAL PARK
The Luangwa River and its oxbow lagoons attract a diverse 
range of animals and birds – in particular this park has a good 
reputation for leopard spotting. Lodges and camps are dotted 
on the banks of the river but for an invigorating taste of Africa, 
we recommend you head inland for a few days at a bush camp. 
The park is renowned for its walking safaris – pioneers such 
as Robin Pope and Norman Carr led the way – and walking 
between camps will bring you very close to nature. Our walking 
safaris are accompanied by highly trained guides.

LOWER ZAMBEZI NATIONAL PARK
This park covers a large area but a towering escarpment 
and the Zambezi River ensure that most of the game is 
concentrated on the valley floor. Here you can enjoy river-
based activities as well as game drives but just don’t expect to 
see any giraffes, they have never been recorded in this area.

KAFUE NATIONAL PARK
Despite the fact that you can drive up to Zambia’s largest park 
from Livingstone or across from Lusaka, it remains relatively 
undeveloped and very natural. Don’t expect to see huge 
numbers of animals, that’s not what Kafue is about. Here it’s 
more about the diversity of wildlife, the pristine environment, 
the space and the remoteness. 

LIUWA PLAIN NATIONAL PARK
Liuwa Plain may be remote and harder to reach but as a result 
it has remained beautifully uncommercialised. It’s described as 
a ’Serengeti meets Delta’ kind of experience – the annual rains 
arrive in November and bring with them vast herds of blue 
wildebeest. There is only one permanent lodge in the area, it’s a 
bit of a journey to get there but we think this adds to the feeling 
of exploring an area that is largely untouched.
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CLASSIC ZAMBIA
TAILOR-MADE / FLY-IN 

HIGHLIGHTS     

* Walking in the South Luangwa  
* Game Drives * Lower Zambezi  
* River Cruise

DAYS 1-5 – Fly from Lusaka to the 
South Luangwa. This beautiful park is 
particularly well known for its walking 
safaris so it’s worth taking some time 
and really getting to know the park. 
That’s why we recommend splitting your 
stay here between two camps – a lodge 
by the river and a traditional bush camp. 
It’s a thrilling experience setting out on 
foot, you see the wildlife from a very 
different angle and there’s no engine 
noise to disturb the natural sounds 
of the bush. We find it a very genuine 
safari experience. At night, dine under 
the stars by candlelight and recount 

stories around the campfire. A lodge on 
the banks of the river gives a different 
perspective, and a touch more luxury – 
choose a lodge with a pool to cool off in 
after thrilling game drives and enjoy the 
river views.

DAYS 6-8 – Fly to the Lower Zambezi 
for a further 3 nights on safari. This 
park is very different to the South 
Luangwa, with the game concentrated 
on the valley floor between the Zambezi 
River and the towering escarpment. As 
well as game drives, here you can enjoy 
activities on the river. Canoeing gives yet 
another perspective on game viewing – 
you’re looking up at an elephant rather 
than down! You may come across large 
pods of hippos on scenic boat cruises 
and see spectacular sunsets. Some 
lodges also offer catch and release 

fishing and the birdlife here is incredible.

DAYS 9-10 – Fly to Livingstone for 2 
nights. Choose a hotel close to town or 
a beautiful lodge on the river and visit 
the iconic Victoria Falls. There are many 
activities in the area from sunset cruises 
and helicopter flights to dinner on 
board an elegant train – we recommend 
advance booking.

DAY 11 – Transfer to the airport and 
continue your safari adventure or return 
home.

This is a sample itinerary which can be 
personalised for your requirements. The 
accommodation choices are up to you – 
we will happily make recommendations, 
based on your preferences and our 
personal experiences.

Clockwise from left:  
Leopard in South Luangwa, Walking with Robin Pope 
Safaris, Elephant in the Zambezi River



ZAMBIA ADVENTURE  
SAFARI 
TAILOR-MADE / FLY-IN

ZAMBIA ON FOOT
TAILOR-MADE / FLY-IN

HIGHLIGHTS     

* Walking Safari * South Luangwa  
* Lower Zambezi * Fly Camping 

DAYS 1-2 – Fly from Lusaka to the 
South Luangwa and transfer to Tafika 
Camp for a 2 night stay. The camp is 
in an area known for exceptional game 
viewing, so head out on game drives 
and explore. Mountain biking is also 
available. 

DAY 3 – A day of exploration as you set 
out on foot and walk to your overnight 
camp. Experience the bush at a slower 
pace and spend the night in a traditional 

bush camp, with simple, grass-walled 
chalets.

DAYS 4-5 – Walk further into the park, 
to Mapazi Camp for a 2 night stay. This 
attractive little bush camp is in an area 
of untouched wilderness, on the banks of 
the Luangwa River.

DAYS 6-8 – Fly to the Lower Zambezi 
Park for 3 nights fly-camping. Light 
on the environment but big on the 
experience, this is back to nature, 
camping under the stars (in style!) and 
dining around the campfire.

DAY 9 – Fly back to Lusaka.

HIGHLIGHTS     

* Walking in South Luangwa & Luambe 
* Game Drives * Victoria Falls

DAYS 1-4 – Fly from Lusaka to the 
South Luangwa for a 4 night stay at 
Nkonzi Bush Camp. The camp’s focal 
point is the Meru-style mess tent with 
comfy sofas and dinners by candlelight. 
The walk-in tents have open-air, en 
suite bathrooms. Enjoy game drives and 
walks.

DAYS 5-8 – Transfer to Luambe Camp 
in neighbouring Luambe National 

Park. Luambe is beautifully untouched, 
it’s remote and wild, and with just one 
camp you are assured of an exclusive 
experience. The tents are on the banks 
of the river, where you’ll fall asleep 
to the grunts of the resident hippos. 
Activities include drives and walks.

DAYS 9-10 – Fly via Lusaka to 
Livingstone for 2 nights in Chundukwa 
Lodge, a great riverfront base from 
which to explore Victoria Falls.

DAY 11 – Continue your Zambia 
adventure or return home.

128  |  Zambia



ZAMBIA EXPLORER
TAILOR-MADE / FLY-IN

HIGHLIGHTS     

* South & North Luangwa  
* Kafue National Park  
* Game Drives & Walks

DAYS 1-2 – Fly from Lusaka to South 
Luangwa and transfer to Tafika Camp 
for a 2 night stay. The camp’s simple but 
spacious chalets are built entirely from 
natural materials, with open-air, en 
suite bathrooms. The area is known for 
exceptional game viewing and leopard 
sightings. Activities include game drives 
and walks, or head out on a mountain 
bike if you’re feeling more active.

DAYS 3-4 – Cross the river and walk 
to your Chikoko Bush Camp – there 
are 2 simple camps, one with sleeping 
platforms raised 3 metres above the 
ground and one in an ebony grove on 
the banks of the Crocodile River. There 
are no roads here so as you walk you’ll 

follow in the footsteps of animals, 
stepping in tracks laid by elephants 
or hippos. This is what the South 
Luangwa is famous for, a close-to-
nature experience, seeing wildlife from 
a different perspective and exciting your 
senses. You’ll be accompanied at all 
times by an experienced walking guide 
and a National Parks scout. Savour 
evening meals cooked on the campfire, 
under the stars.

DAYS 5-7 – Back across the river to the 
airstrip for a light aircraft flight to the 
North Luangwa. Mwaleshi Camp is your 
base for the next 3 nights. There are 
only 2 small camps in the whole of this 
park ensuring an exclusive experience 
– and as the wildlife is less accustomed 
to humans, it’s all the more natural 
and rewarding. The camp is beside the 
Mwaleshi River, an area known for lions 
and herds of buffalo, with game viewing 
mainly on foot.

DAYS 8-10 – Fly via Mfuwe to Lusaka 
then continue by road to Kafue National 
Park. This is Zambia’s largest park yet 
it is still relatively undeveloped and 
natural. Don’t expect huge numbers of 
game here, it’s more about the diversity, 
the landscapes ranging from watery 
swamps to woodlands and plains. Your 
base for 3 nights is Musekese Camp, 
perched on the edge of a lagoon. Daily 
activities are largely dictated by the 
wildlife, with game drives and walks as 
well as boating along the Kafue River.

DAY 11 – Return by road to Lusaka 
where you can fly onto another 
destination or return home.

This itinerary takes you to some of 
Zambia’s most pristine and off-the-
beaten-track areas. It is tailor-made 
and can be personalised for your 
requirements.
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Clockwise from left:  
Tafika Camp, Mountain Biking in South Luangwa, 
Mwaleshi Camp



LIVINGSTONE

THE ROYAL 
LIVINGSTONE HOTEL
A 5 star hotel in a prime location close 
to Victoria Falls, with complimentary 
access via a private gate to the Falls and  
a reputation for a fine afternoon tea.

* 173 rooms and suites
* Pool with view to the Falls
* Anantara Spa and fitness centre
* Sundowners at the Sundecks
* Gardens grazed by zebra

NEAR LIVINGSTONE

STANLEY SAFARI 
LODGE
Located on a hill just 3 kms from the 
Falls, the lodge has a choice of chalets or 
suites, some open, others enclosed, but 
all with incredible views.

* 6 safari-style chalets with views 
* 4 suites with plunge pools 
* Infinity pool 
* Shady terraced gardens
* Comfortable thatched main lodge

NEAR LIVINGSTONE

WATERBERRY LODGE

This friendly and informal lodge sits in 
mature, well-manicured gardens right on 
the Zambezi River, a peaceful oasis about 
45 minutes’ drive from the Falls.

* 7 cottage rooms set in the gardens
* River Farmhouse for exclusive use
* Main lodge with lounge and dining
* Sun terrace and pool
* River cruise, village walk, Falls transfer

NEAR LIVINGSTONE

CHUNDUKWA RIVER 
LODGE
Upstream from the Falls, this owner-
run lodge is a tranquil retreat, with 
individually designed, open-fronted 
chalets right on the river.

* 5 chalets with river views
* Chundu Cottage for exclusive use
* Open-plan lounge and dining area
* Viewing deck and plunge pool
* Sunset cruise and Falls trip included
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KAFUE

NANZHILA PLAINS

An authentic bush experience in the 
remote south of the park, where you'll 
find a variety of wildlife, with, among 
others, 12 different antelope species.

* 3 chalets and 3 tented rooms
* Main mess area with deck
* Boma for traditional dining
* Game drives and walks
* Bush sundowners

KAFUE

ILA SAFARI LODGE

Decorated in a contemporary African 
style, Ila’s chic suites all have an outdoor 
deck that reaches out over the banks of 
the Kafue River.

* 10 stylish, tented rooms
* Main lodge with lounge
* Al fresco dining
* Swimming pool
* Game drives, river cruises and fishing



KAFUE 

BUSANGA BUSH CAMP

An intimate bush camp in the  
northern reaches of the park, on the  
seasonally-flooded Busanga plains that
teem with wildlife and birds.

* 4 tented rooms with wooden verandas
* Lounge tent with sofas and views
* Dining boma under the trees
* Day and night game drives
* A Wilderness Safaris Camp

SOUTH LUANGWA

MCHENJA CAMP

A touch of luxury in the bush, Mchenja 
sits between a grove of ebony trees 
and the Luangwa River, a great spot to 
unwind after a walking safari.

* 5 tented rooms overlooking the river
* Thatched main area with views
* Swimming pool
* Game drives and walks
* Located inside the park

SOUTH LUANGWA

KAFUNTA RIVER 
LODGE
This classic safari lodge overlooks a 
waterhole and floodplains and is a 20 
minute game drive (or in season a short 
river crossing) from the park’s entrance.

* 8 stone and thatch chalets and 2 suites
* Lounge and dining area
* Pool and naturally heated hot tub
* Viewing deck and spa room
* Game drives and walks

SOUTH LUANGWA

PUKU RIDGE

Rebuilt in spectacular style, this is 
contemporary African chic at its finest,  
each room with its own plunge pool, deck 
and rooftop star bed.

* 8 spacious and stylish canvas rooms
* Large main lounge and dining area
* Hide overlooking the waterhole
* Day and night game drives
* Secluded setting inside the park

SOUTH LUANGWA

LUANGWA RIVER 
CAMP
You’ll find all the comforts of a lodge 
with the intimacy of a bush camp here, 
with uninterrupted views across the 
Luangwa River to the park.

* 5 brick and thatch bush suites
* Multi-level main area
* Split level plunge pool
* Game drives and walks
* Seasonal boating (usually Jan-Apr)

SOUTH LUANGWA

LION CAMP

Understated luxury in pristine 
wilderness best defines this beautiful 
camp, set on an oxbow lagoon in the far 
north of the park.

* 10 timber, canvas and thatch suites
* Stylish main lodge with bar
* Views across the plains
* Water-level viewing hide
* Game drives and walks
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SOUTH LUANGWA

CHINDENI BUSHCAMP

Part of a collection of 6 unique bush 
camps, Chindeni sits on the edge of 
a lagoon frequented by hippos and 
elephants.

* 4 spacious tents with four-poster beds
* Raised central dining area and bar
* Dine by candlelight and lanterns
* Day and night game drives
* Walk between 2 or 3 bush camps

SOUTH LUANGWA

MAPAZI CAMP

A beautiful little bush camp offering an 
authentic walking experience, in an area 
of untouched wilderness in the northeast 
of the park.

* 3 walk-in Meru-style tents
* Shaded porch and river views
* Private bathroom next to the tent
* Mess tent with bar and lounge
* Al fresco dining

LOWER ZAMBEZI

BAINES’ RIVER CAMP

A family-friendly safari lodge, Baines’ 
blends colonial style with modern comforts 
and a lovely setting on the banks of the 
Zambezi River.

* 8 safari chalets with river views
* Baines’ Cottage, ideal for families
* Main lodge, lounges and bar
* Swimming pool and boma
* Game drives, river safaris, canoeing

LOWER ZAMBEZI

SAUSAGE TREE & 
POTATO BUSH 
Sister camps, Sausage Tree offers 
luxurious suites with plunge pools on the 
river while Potato Bush’s tented rooms 
are set under the trees. 

* Sausage Tree, 7 suites & safari house
* Main lodge with expansive deck
* 25 metre lap pool
* Potato Bush, 3 tents and family house
* Game drives, walks, cruises, canoeing

LOWER ZAMBEZI

ROYAL ZAMBEZI 
LODGE
A luxury lodge with superbly appointed, 
tented rooms overlooking the mighty 
Zambezi River just a few minutes from 
the park entrance.

* 15 canvas rooms with thatch roof
* Some rooms with plunge pool
* Bar and pool
* Bush spa
* Game drives, walks, cruises

LOWER ZAMBEZI

CHIAWA & OLD 
MONDORO
Choose between bush sophistication 
and authentic bush living at these 
family-owned camps on the banks of the 
Zambezi River.

* Chiawa Camp, 8 tents with decks
* Safari suite with 16m pool
* Old Mondoro, 4 reed & canvas chalets
* Award-winning guides
* Game drives, walks, river activities
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Malawians are a warm and friendly people, we can vouch for 
that ourselves. It’s why the country is known as ‘the warm 
heart of Africa’. Despite being landlocked, its beautiful lodges 
on the shores of Lake Malawi make it a popular post-safari 
beach destination. Away from the lake there are wildlife parks 
and reserves, mountain ranges, highlands and tea plantations.

LAKE MALAWI
Africa’s third largest lake stretches for roughly 360 miles. 
The shores are lined with fishing villages and sandy beaches 
so it’s easy to see why visitors head here after a safari. 
Water-based activities include sunset sails, fishing, kayaking, 
water-skiing and snorkelling – the water is crystal clear. 
Stay on the mainland or on Likoma Island which boasts not 
only a beautiful lakeside lodge but also a rather magnificent 
cathedral.

MAJETE WILDLIFE RESERVE
In the Lower Shire Valley you’ll find one of Malawi’s 
best wildlife reserves, widely recognised as an African 
conservation success story. Majete is home to the Big 5 and 
in addition to the usual safari game drives you’ll be able to go 
walking or take a safari by boat on the Shire River. 

LIWONDE NATIONAL PARK
The Shire River forms the western border of this park, bringing 
with it fish eagles, hippos and crocodiles. It’s a scenic park, with 
fever trees and baobabs – explore on game vehicles, on foot or 
by boat on the river.

NKHOTAKOTA WILDLIFE RESERVE
For a true wilderness experience, head to Nkhotakota. It’s 
Malawi’s largest protected area, the terrain is rugged and criss-
crossed by rivers flowing down from the Rift Valley escarpment 
to the lake. There are less than a handful of lodges so it’s 
wonderfully unspoilt, wild and natural. The birding is excellent 
and you can walk, fish, fly camp or go canoeing on the Bua River.

ZOMBA PLATEAU
Away from the wildlife, this plateau has mountain peaks that 
rise to almost two thousand metres, a great place for forest 
walks or hikes and fabulous views from  the top.

SHIRE HIGHLANDS
The area between Mount Mulanje, Malawi’s highest peak,  
and Blantyre is full of beautiful scenery and working tea 
plantations. We think a stay here adds another dimension to  
a holiday in Malawi.

MALAWI
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MAJETE

MKULUMADZI LODGE

A footbridge over the Mkulumadzi River 
leads to a beautifully elegant lodge, the 
only upmarket property in the largely 
undiscovered Majete Wildlife Reserve.

* 8 spacious chalets with views 
* Main lodge with viewing deck
* Star bed with 360° views
* Infinity pool
* River cruises, game drives and walks

NKHOTAKOTA

TONGOLE 
WILDERNESS LODGE
Step into a true wilderness experience 
at Tongole, the wild and rugged 
Nkhotakota Reserve is wonderfully 
unspoilt and very natural.

* 4 suites and 1 cottage
* River and forest views
* Fishing and canoeing on the Bua River
* Guided bush walks
* Fly camping can be arranged

LIWONDE

KUTHENGO CAMP

With baobabs and fever trees, fish eagles 
and hippos, and views that stretch to the 
Shire River, Kuthengo has a quintessentially 
African setting.

* 4 safari tents with private deck
* Bar and dining tents
* Small plunge pool
* Game drives and walks
* Boat cruises on the Shire River

SATEMWA TEA ESTATE

HUNTINGDON HOUSE

Colonial luxury set in the heart of a 
working tea and coffee estate in the Shire 
Highlands, each room is full of quirky 
character and has a real sense of place.

* 5 individually decorated rooms
* Manicured grounds with croquet
* Tea tasting 
* Coffee tours (in season)
* Walking and biking trails

LAKE MALAWI

KAYA MAWA

A paradise getaway on Likoma Island, 
with sandy beaches, a host of watersports 
and gorgeous rooms that make the most 
of the idyllic location.

* 12 individually-styled rooms
* 5 private houses
* Beach bar, restaurant, spa
* Watersports (some charges apply)
* Island walks, mountain and quad bikes

LAKE MALAWI

PUMULANI

Set on the hills at the southern end of 
Lake Malawi, this exclusive beach lodge 
has stunning views across the lake and a 
host of activities.

* 10 grass-roofed villas with decks
* 2 infinity pools
* Restaurant and bar
* Water-skiing, diving, kayaking
* Sunset dhow cruises
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CLASSIC MALAWI
TAILOR-MADE 

ZAMBIA & MALAWI
TAILOR-MADE / FLY-IN

HIGHLIGHTS     

* Safari in Majete and Liwonde  
* Zomba Forest * Tea Estate  
* Lake Malawi

DAYS 1-2 – Arrive in Blantyre and 
transfer to Huntingdon House, a tea 
estate in the scenic Shire Highlands, for 
2 nights. Explore the estate on foot or 
mountain bike and enjoy a tea tasting.

DAYS 3-4 – Head to Mkulumadzi Lodge 
in the Majete Reserve for 2 nights on 
safari, with game drives and walks in the 
reserve, home to the Big 5.

DAYS 5-6 – Drive to the Zomba Forest 
for 2 nights in an intimate forest lodge. 

Keep a look out for the samango and 
vervet monkeys on your guided forest 
walk.

DAYS 7-8 – Continue north to Liwonde 
National Park and 2 nights at Kuthengo 
Camp, overlooking the Shire River. 
Game drives and walks are included in 
this scenic area.

DAYS 9-12 – A final 4 days of lakeside 
relaxation at Pumulani. Enjoy the 
views from the hillside setting as well 
as watersports on the lake, guided bird 
walks or village visits.

DAY 13 – Return to Lilongwe. Continue 
your tour in neighbouring Zambia or fly 
to another African destination.

HIGHLIGHTS     

* South Luangwa  
* Game Drives & Walks  
* Lake Malawi

DAYS 1-4 – Fly from Lusaka to Mfuwe 
and head into the South Luangwa Park 
for 4 nights. Where you stay depends on 
your preference, there’s plenty of choice, 
from luxurious lodges on the banks of 
the river to authentic bush camps deep 
in the park. We recommend splitting 
your stay for an all-round Luangwa 
experience. With excellent wildlife and 

a good record for leopard sightings, 
game drives and walks here can be 
thrilling. 

DAYS 5-8 – Fly to Lilongwe and 
transfer to your choice of lodge on 
Lake Malawi – whether you opt for a 
hillside lodge with stunning lake views 
or to stay on one of the islands, you’ll 
enjoy the relaxing lakeside beaches and 
watersports.

DAY 9 – Return to Lilongwe or 
continue your trip, please call for our 
recommendations on where to go next.



RWANDA  
& UGANDA
These neighbouring countries between them offer a wealth of 
safari and cultural experiences. They are also home to some 
unique and special primates – the endangered and utterly 
captivating mountain gorillas.



BEST TIME TO TRAVEL

Gorilla and chimpanzee trekking are year-round activities however 
we recommend you plan your visit during the two dry seasons from 
June to September and again from mid-December to February. We 
suggest you avoid March to May if you can, the rains are heavy and 
persistent and the treks can be steep and muddy. Game viewing in 
the parks is best during the dry seasons, particularly towards the 
end of the seasons. November to April is great for birdwatching.  
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Rwanda Climate

 JAN  FEB  MAR  APR  MAY JUN 
 ºC  28 27 27 25 26 26 
 Rain 10 15 15 17.5 15 2.5  

 JUL  AUG  SEP  OCT  NOV  DEC 
 ºC  27 28 27 27 26 26
 Rain 0 2.5 5 10 10 10

°C = Average daily maximum temperature in Celsius
  R = Average monthly rainfall in centimetres
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Uganda Climate

 JAN  FEB  MAR  APR  MAY JUN 
 ºC  27 27 27 26 25 25 
 Rain 5 5 12.5 17.5 12.5 7.5   
  
  JUL  AUG  SEP  OCT  NOV  DEC 
 ºC  25 25 26 26 26 26  
 Rain 5 10 10 12.5 15 7.5

°C = Average daily maximum temperature in Celsius
 R = Average monthly rainfall in centimetres

Essential Information

Visa – British Citizen Passport Holders require a visa
Time difference – Rwanda - GMT+2 / Uganda GMT+3 
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Rwanda and Uganda are two of only three places on earth where 
you can see the endangered mountain gorillas in their natural 
habitat. The hour you spend observing the gorillas is fascinating 
and rewarding but will probably leave you wanting more, which 
is why we recommend a second trek. Gorilla trekking permits 
are strictly limited so you will need to plan in advance. 

Both countries are also home to healthy populations of 
chimpanzees but beyond the primates, there are wildlife parks, 
lakes, mountains, forests, rivers and incredibly beautiful scenery.

 
UGANDA 
You’ll find the mountain gorillas in Bwindi Impenetrable Forest 
and Mgahinga in the Virunga Mountains, but beyond these 
parks, there is much to explore.

QUEEN ELIZABETH NATIONAL PARK
Straddling the equator, this park is scenically diverse and big 
enough to justify two or three nights. Game drives will give you 
the classic safari experience and we recommend a boat trip on 
the Kazinga Channel which links lakes Edward and George, the 
birdlife is fantastic. 

KIBALE NATIONAL PARK
Perhaps most famous for its chimpanzee trekking, Kibale has 13 
different species of primate and over 300 bird species. 

MURCHISON FALLS
We think any trip to Uganda should include a visit to the most 
impressive waterfall in East Africa. It’s here that the River Nile 
crashes through a narrow gap in the rocks. You can take a boat 
trip or if you’re feeling energetic, trek to the top.

 
RWANDA 
To tick the mountain gorillas off your list, head to the Virunga 
Mountains in Volcanoes National Park. But we recommend you 
don’t leave the country without seeing some of the other jewels 
in Rwanda’s crown. It’s one of the cleanest, friendliest and most 
impressive African countries we have visited.

VOLCANOES NATIONAL PARK
In addition to the gorillas, the park has golden monkeys, caves, 
nature in abundance and Dian Fossey’s resting place so we think 
it’s worth adding on an extra day or two to explore.

AKAGERA NATIONAL PARK
This park is the largest protected wetland in Central Africa and a 
conservation success story with the return of lion and rhino. The 
diverse habitat hosts an amazing variety of birdlife and plains 
game with hippos and crocodiles in the lakes and rivers. 

NYUNGWE FOREST
We highly recommend a canopy walk through the forest, a visit 
to a tea plantation and of course, a trek to see the chimpanzees 
and colobus monkeys.

LAKE KIVU 
Rwanda’s largest lake offers a break between safari experiences. 
You’ll find lakeside resorts with sandy beaches, kayaking 
excursions and even a brewery in Rubavu.

KIGALI 
This clean and friendly city became the capital after 
independence in 1962. When we’re in town, we always take a 
moment to visit the Genocide Museum, it’s an exceptionally 
moving memorial to Rwanda’s recent past.

RWANDA & UGANDA
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“RWANDA OFFERS SO MUCH. DESPITE ITS TRAGIC BUT FASCINATING HISTORY THE 
PEOPLE ARE AN INSPIRATION, SO WARM AND FRIENDLY. THE COUNTRY IS RELATIVELY 
SMALL SO TRAVELLING AROUND IS EASY AND WITH SAFARI, RAINFORESTS, CULTURE 
AND GORILLAS, IT REALLY DOES HAVE IT ALL!” Matt, African Pride Tours Consultant

CLASSIC RWANDA
TAILOR-MADE / PRIVATE GUIDED SAFARI

HIGHLIGHTS     

* Gorillas & Chimpanzees  
* Game Drives * Lake Kivu  
* Kigali * Mountains & Forests

DAY 1 – Arrive in Kigali for an 
overnight stay. 

DAYS 2-3 – Journey south with your 
driver-guide to Huye, often still referred 
to locally by its colonial name, Butare. 
Known as Rwanda’s cultural heart, 
Huye, is the country’s second city 
and home of the National Museum. 
Continue on to Nyungwe National 
Park for a 2 night stay. A highlight of 
your stay here is the opportunity to go 
chimpanzee tracking in one of Africa’s 
oldest rainforests. The chimps are 
known to move around so a degree of 
physical fitness is required. We also 

recommend the canopy walk for some 
incredible views over the mountainous 
forest. 

DAYS 4-5 – Drive to Lake Kivu for 2 
nights in the resort town of Rubavu 
(also referred to as Gisenyi). Lake 
Kivu has a beautiful setting, enclosed 
by steep, green terraced hills and lined 
with sandy beaches and palm trees. 
Relax by the pool or take to the water – 
boat cruises and canoeing are available 
locally (charges apply). 

DAYS 6-7 – It’s a relatively short drive 
to Volcanoes National Park, home of 
Rwanda’s Mountain Gorillas where a 
holiday highlight awaits. Rise early and 
trek into the hills to locate and observe 
a gorilla family. So closely related to 
ourselves, it’s a privilege to watch these 
endangered primates in their natural 

habitat, from the chief Silverback 
and black backs down to the newest 
arrivals – an unforgettable, goose-bump 
moment.

DAYS 8-9 – Drive through the hills to 
Kigali, for a city tour and visit to the 
remarkable Genocide Memorial, before 
heading onto Akagera National Park. 
Stay for 2 nights and enjoy the park’s 
safari experience on game drives.

DAY 10 – Return to Kigali for a final 
overnight stay. 

This is a sample itinerary designed 
to fit with the direct flights from the 
UK. It can be personalised for your 
requirements and combined with further 
safaris in Kenya or Tanzania. As gorilla 
permits sell out many months in advance, 
we recommend booking early.

Clockwise from left:  
Lake Kivu, Mountain Gorilla, Lions in Akagera



CLASSIC UGANDA
TAILOR-MADE / PRIVATE GUIDED SAFARI

HIGHLIGHTS     

* Gorillas & Chimps * Murchison Falls  
* Game Drives & Boat Cruises 

DAY 1 – Arrive in Entebbe for an 
overnight stay.

DAYS 2-3 – Transfer by road with 
your driver-guide to Murchison Falls 
National Park. This is where the Nile 
River explodes dramatically through 
a narrow 6 metre gorge, creating the 
magnificent Murchison Falls. Stop en 
route for a guided walk at Ziwa Rhino 
Sanctuary. Stay for 2 nights in the park 
where you’ll take a game drive along 
the banks of the Nile, on the lookout for 
resident wildlife, which includes lions, 
buffalo, elephant, Rothschild giraffe and 
more. The game viewing continues on a 

boat cruise to the bottom of the Falls. 

DAYS 4-5 – Drive to Kibale Forest 
Reserve for a 2 night stay. It’s a long 
drive, with stops along the way, but one 
of Uganda’s highlights is in store – a trek 
to see the chimpanzees in Kibale Forest. 
You may well spot other primates too on 
your walk, which can be quite strenuous.

DAYS 6-7 – Leave Kibale after lunch 
and drive to Queen Elizabeth National 
Park for 2 nights. Here you’ll enjoy 
game drives in the park and a boat 
cruise on the Kazinga Channel, with 
opportunities to see elephants, hippos 
and Nile crocodiles as well as the 
spectacular birdlife.

DAYS 8-10 – Another highlight to end 
the tour on – the Mountain Gorillas 

in Bwindi Impenetrable Forest. The 
terrain is steep and the trek is strenuous, 
but the hour spent in the company of 
the fascinating gorillas will give you 
memories to last a lifetime. If you want 
to do a second gorilla trek during your 
3 night stay, please let us know when 
making your booking, permits are 
limited and strictly controlled. Other 
activities in the area include forest 
walks, bird walks or a cultural visit to the 
local Batwa tribe.

DAY 11 – Fly back to Entebbe and 
continue your holiday or return home. 

This is a sample itinerary which can 
be personalised for your requirements. 
Gorilla permits sell out many months in 
advance, so we recommend booking early.

“IT WAS THE ULTIMATE PRIVILEGE GETTING UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL WITH 
GORILLAS IN THEIR NATURAL HABITAT WHICH WILL REMAIN ONE OF MY MOST 
MAGNIFICENT, BREATH-TAKING MEMORIES. AND YET UGANDA OFFERS SO MUCH 
MORE – BEAUTIFUL SCENERY AND GREAT GAME EXPERIENCES TOO.”  
Carole, African Pride Reservations Manager
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Clockwise from left:  
Elephants in Queen Elizabeth Park, Murchison Falls, Mountain Gorilla



UGANDA HIGHLIGHTS
SMALL GROUP TOUR  

MOUNTAIN GORILLAS  
AND THE MARA
TAILOR-MADE / FLY-IN

HIGHLIGHTS     

* Mountain Gorillas * Chimpanzees  
* Kazinga Channel * Safari

TOUR DEPARTS: Various days
GROUP SIZE: 2-7

DAY 1 – Arrive in Entebbe for an 
overnight stay.

DAYS 2-4 – Fly to Bwindi Forest for 3 
nights at Buhoma Lodge. Trek to see 
the magnificent Mountain Gorillas 
(one trek is included, please advise if 
you would like to add on a second trek). 
Other optional activities include a forest 
walk, a cultural visit to the Batwa pygmy 
village and cultural community visit 
(charges apply). 

DAYS 5-6 – Drive to the Ishasha sector 
of Queen Elizabeth National Park for 
2 nights at Ishasha Wilderness Camp. 
Stop for a quick visit of the Ishasha 
Community uplift project and enjoy 
game drives and sundowners in the park.

DAY 7 – Continue your game drive 
through the park and enjoy a leisurely 
boat cruise on the beautiful Kazinga 
Channel, linking lakes Edward and 
George. Stay for a night in Mweya Safari 
Lodge overlooking the channel.  

DAY 8 – An early morning chimpanzee 
trek in Kyambura Gorge before flying 
back to Entebbe. Continue your African 
adventure or fly home.

HIGHLIGHTS     

* Game Drives in the Masai Mara  
* Mountain Gorillas

DAYS 1-4 – Arrive in Nairobi and 
connect with your safari flight into the 
Masai Mara. Stay for 4 nights and enjoy 
the exceptional wildlife on twice-daily 
game drives. If your visit coincides with 
the Great Migration, you’ll see huge 
herds of zebra and wildebeest on the 
plains, and maybe even a dramatic river 
crossing. We offer a range of lodges and 
camps both within the reserve and in the 
private conservancies around it.

DAY 5 – Fly back to Nairobi for an 
overnight stay. 

DAYS 6-8 – An early flight to Entebbe 
to connect with your flight to Kihihi, the 
starting point for your gorilla adventure. 
Transfer to your lodge for a 3 night stay 
and a trek to see the Mountain Gorillas, 
an unforgettable experience.

DAY 9 – Continue your adventure in 
Uganda or fly back to Entebbe and 
return home.

This short itinerary is just a suggestion. 
It can be tailor-made to fit your 
requirements. With direct flights between 
Kigali and the Serengeti, another 
suggestion is to combine a Serengeti 
safari with the Mountain Gorillas in 
Rwanda.
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RWANDA – VIRUNGA MOUNTAINS

VIRUNGA LODGE

A lodge with a breath-taking location, 
perched on a ridge with spectacular 
views – valleys, lakes and the Virunga 
Volcanoes.

* 10 bandas with private terrace
* Main lodge with lounge bar
* Indoor and outdoor dining
* Panoramic sun terraces 
* Spa and sauna

RWANDA – VIRUNGA MOUNTAINS

SABYINYO SILVERBACK 
LODGE
Situated in the foothills of the Virunga 
Mountains, this is a warm and friendly 
lodge with incredible views across to the 
mountains.

* 9 stone cottages with outdoor veranda
* Each with sitting area and fireplace
* Main lodge with lounge and restaurant
* Close to the park entrance
* Guided walks; spa treatments available

RWANDA - LAKE KIVU 

SERENA HOTEL

The Serena is set right on the shores of the 
lake in its own manicured grounds and with 
a stretch of sandy beach reserved just for 
guests.

* 66 rooms and suites
* Restaurant and bar with lake views
* Beach café
* Swimming pool
* Boat trips available locally

RWANDA - AKAGERA

MAGASHI CAMP

This stylish Wilderness Safaris Camp is 
located on the shores of beautiful Lake 
Rwanyakazinga in the north-eastern 
corner of the park.

* 6 tented rooms with lake views
* Lodge with pool and viewing deck
* Day and night game drives
* Boat trips on the lake
* Catch & release fishing

RWANDA – NYUNGWE FOREST

ONE&ONLY NYUNGWE 
HOUSE
Set in a working tea plantation on the 
edge of the forest, this nature resort 
comes with all the luxuries we expect 
from One&Only.  

* 22 rooms in villa clusters
* Private decks and exceptional views
* Tea lounge and bar
* Farm-to-table dining concept 
* Jungle Spa & walking trails

RWANDA - AKAGERA

RUZIZI TENTED LODGE

A simply furnished eco-lodge linked 
by wooden boardwalks and set among 
swaying palms and fig trees on the shores 
of Lake Ihema. 

* 9 tented rooms each with patio area
* Thatched dining area 
* Deck with fire pit overlooking the lake
* Powered by solar energy
* Game drives and boat safaris

142  |  Rwanda



UGANDA – BWINDI FOREST

CLOUDS MOUNTAIN 
GORILLA LODGE
At 2,100 metres above sea level, this is 
Uganda’s highest lodge, where at times 
you’re sitting above the clouds and taking 
in the views.

* 7 stone cottages with fireplaces
* Main lodge with picture windows
* Views of the Virunga Volcanoes
* Forest walks and Batwa cultural visits
* Art displays from Ugandan artists

UGANDA – QUEEN ELIZABETH PARK

KYAMBURA GORGE 
LODGE
Close to both the national park and the 
chimpanzees in the sunken Kyambura 
Gorge, this tastefully renovated lodge 
offers the best of both worlds.

* 8 bandas with savanna or gorge views
* Contemporary main lodge
* Salt-water swimming pool
* Spa treatments
* Al fresco dining patio

UGANDA – BWINDI FOREST

GORILLA FOREST 
CAMP
Located inside the National Park, this 
exclusive lodge is just minutes from the 
start of the gorilla treks – and gorillas 
sometimes visit the camp.

* 8 tented rooms
* Bar and dining cottage 
* Al fresco dining round the campfire
* Mini-spa
* Views of the rainforest

UGANDA – MURCHISON FALLS

NILE SAFARI LODGE

Contemporary chic meets the River Nile 
in this fresh, modern lodge with an infinity 
pool that almost looks as if it flows into the 
river itself.

* 8 thatched bandas with outdoor decks
* Honeymoon banda with plunge pool
* Infinity salt-water pool
* Stylish bar and restaurant
* Nile views from all areas

UGANDA – NEAR KIBALE FOREST

NDALI LODGE

Perched high on a hill overlooking a 
crater lake and surrounded by banana, 
vanilla and coffee plantations, this lodge 
has spectacular views.

* 8 thatched cottages
* Main lodge with lake views 
* Swimming pool
* Incredible birdlife
* 45 minutes from Kibale Forest 

UGANDA – NEAR KIBALE FOREST

KYANINGA LODGE

A beautiful lodge in a stunning location, 
with Lake Kyaninga and the Rwenzori 
Mountains as a backdrop and Kibale 
Forest close by.

* 9 spacious log and thatch cottages
* Main lodge with dining room
* Pool overlooking the lake
* Guided walks around the lake
* Convenient base for chimp trekking
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MOZAMBIQUE
Mozambique is a beautiful country – inland there 
are national parks and reserves and along the Indian 
Ocean coastline you’ll find stunning beaches and a 
string of dreamy island archipelagos.



BEST TIME TO TRAVEL

We think the best time to visit is during the drier months, 
from May to October – it’s still hot but much less humid. This 
coincides with the best months for safari in the neighbouring 
countries so a bush and beach combination works very well. 
During the summer months from December to April there 
can be heavy downpours – often short in duration but it can be 
very humid at this time. We wouldn’t recommend the Bazaruto 
Islands in January or February due to the risk of cyclones 
and torrential rain. From July to October you might see the 
humpback whales off shore. 
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Climate

Essential Information

Visa – British Citizen Passport Holders require a visa
Time difference – GMT+2

 JAN  FEB  MAR  APR  MAY JUN 
 ºC  30 30 29 28 27 24
 Rain 12 12 9 4 3 2

 JUL  AUG  SEP  OCT  NOV  DEC 
 ºC  24 25 26 26 28 29
 Rain 2 2 3 4 11 7

°C = Average daily maximum temperature in Celsius
 R = Average monthly rainfall in centimetres
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The beaches and beautiful coastline may be the country’s main 
drawcard but this once Portuguese colony retains much of its 
colonial charm. This is often reflected in the food, architecture 
and culture. Mozambique’s beach retreats may lack some 
of the sophistication of the resorts in Mauritius but that is 
precisely why we love them. You still feel like you’re in Africa, 
with all its warmth and friendliness.
 

THE BAZARUTO ARCHIPELAGO
Lying just off the south east coast is a beautiful collection of 
islands and flying in by helicopter is a breath-taking way to 
arrive. Our recommended lodges offer many activities both on 
land and sea from dhow cruises and beach picnics on remote 
sandbars to horse riding or hiking on the sandy dunes.

VILANCULOS
Flights to the Bazaruto Islands depart from Vilanculos but 
if you’d rather stay on the mainland, we can recommend a 
number of resorts and chic boutiques on the beaches around 
Vilanculos. 

INHAMBANE COASTLINE
The coast south of Vilanculous may take a bit more effort to 
get to but we think the remoteness of the location adds to the 
charm. In our opinion getting away from the developed areas 
and relaxing on wild and rugged beach dunes is bliss!

THE QUIRIMBAS ARCHIPELAGO
These little coral islands lie just across the border from 
Tanzania. It’s a taste of Indian Ocean paradise, with just a 
handful of resorts, beautiful beaches and stunning marine life in 
the protected waters.

ILHA DE MOÇAMBIQUE
Lying just off the coast, this crescent-shaped island is actually 
linked to the mainland by a long bridge. It’s a UNESCO World 
Heritage site, full of charm and character. We think it’s worth 
popping over for a day to explore, then retreat back to a beautiful 
lodge by the sea. 

PONTA MAMOLI
In the far south of the country just across the border from South 
Africa you’ll find sandy beaches and dunes that stretch for 
miles. In our opinion, it’s an unspoilt paradise so it’s no wonder 
the Loggerhead and Leatherback turtles choose to nest here 
between November and February.

GETTING THERE
Six African countries have land borders with Mozambique 
but it’s South Africa and Tanzania that have the best flight 
connections. There are direct flights from the Kruger and 
Johannesburg to Vilanculos and from Dar-es-Salaam to Pemba 
in the north so we can recommend some lovely safari and beach 
combinations. You can also drive up from KwaZulu-Natal to 
Ponta Mamoli – call us for further advice.

MOZAMBIQUE
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VILANCULOS

ASDUNAS LODGE
Perched on a cliff amid lush coastal dune vegetation, this 
owner-managed boutique lodge seems purpose-built for 
relaxation, with magnificent ocean views.  

* 4 tented suites with sun deck and plunge pool
* 2 thatched cottages
* Steps down to the beach
* Infinity pool, spa and wellness activities
* Daily spa treatment and sundowners on the dunes

VILANCULOS AREA

RIO AZUL
Explore the surrounding wilderness, mangrove forest and 
beaches on your own little boat from this family-friendly, 
barefoot beach lodge set on a peninsula north of Vilanculos.

* 5 wood and thatch chalets 
* 2 3-bedroom family villas with pools
* Main lodge with lounge and dining area
* Sunken bar facing west for sunsets
* Kayaking, dhow sunset cruise and island excursions

BAZARUTO – BENGUERRA ISLAND

andBEYOND BENGUERRA ISLAND
Set on the calm waters of a secluded bay and sheltered by the 
casuarina pine forest, this is an idyllic island getaway with 
snorkelling and castaway picnics included.

* 12 well-furnished rooms with plunge pools
* Private house for exclusive use
* Rim flow pool and spa sala
* Dhow beach bar
* Sea kayaking, sunset cruise, birding and nature walks

BAZARUTO – BENGUERRA ISLAND

AZURA BENGUERRA
Arriving at this luxury eco-retreat by helicopter, you get a 
real feel for the island, with its sandy, palm-fringed beaches 
and crystal-clear waters.

* 20 villas with private pool and butler-hosts
* Beachfront lounge and dining areas
* Romantic spots for candlelight dinners
* Island drive by 4x4 & dhow cruise
* Complimentary snorkels, kayaks and paddle boards



NEAR IHLA DE MOZAMBIQUE

CORAL LODGE
On a peninsula with pristine beaches and a winding lagoon, 
this lodge is reached by boat from Ihla de Mozambique, a 
World Heritage Site.

* 10 thatched villas with lagoon or beach views
* Swimming pool with ocean views
* Guided visit to Ihla de Mozambique included
* Complimentary paddle boards and canoes
* Snorkel in the clear lagoon waters

QUIRIMBAS ARCHIPELAGO

AZURA QUILALEA
The dolphin-inhabited waters of the Quirimbas Archipelago 
marine park surround this private island, a barefoot and 
untouched luxury paradise.

* 9 villas just steps from the ocean
* Main lodge with lounge and dining areas
* Swimming pool and clifftop spa
* Humpback whales (Jul-Nov)
* Nesting turtles (Nov-Apr)

PONTA MAMOLI

WHITE PEARL
A chic ocean resort with an unashamedly laid-back ambience 
and contemporary design set above an exceptional stretch of 
untouched beach.

* 21 luxurious suites with plunge pool
* Glamorous beach bar 
* Pool with oversized day beds
* Complimentary fat bikes, paddle boards and kayaks
* Turtle nesting site (Nov-Feb)

INHAMBANE/BARRA

SAVA DUNES
With hammocks, swing chairs and day beds, we think this 
intimate, stylish beach retreat perched on the dunes is an 
ideal choice for couples.

* 5 stylish cottages overlooking the ocean
* Beach house with lounge and dining areas
* Pool with swim-up bar
* Walkway down to the beach for beach walks
* Whale watching in season (July-early Nov)
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CAPE TOWN, KRUGER  
& BEACH
TAILOR-MADE / FLY-IN

SAFARI & ISLAND ESCAPE
TAILOR-MADE / ROAD & AIR

HIGHLIGHTS     

* Cape Town * Safari in the Kruger  
* Mozambique Beach

DAYS 1-4 – Arrive in Cape Town for a 
4 night stay. There’s plenty to do and 
see in the Mother City – we have an 
extensive range of day trips to choose 
from (see pages 28-29 for ideas) and a 
very comprehensive choice of places to 
stay, from stylish guesthouses to luxury 
hotels.

DAYS 5-7 – Fly to the Kruger for 3 
nights on safari. As there are direct 
flights between Cape Town, Kruger 

Mpumalanga and Vilanculos, we 
recommend a lodge in the southern 
sector of the park or the Sabi Sand 
Reserve, an area known for its 
exceptional wildlife sightings. All lodges 
offer game drives in open vehicles.

DAYS 8-12 – Fly to Vilanculos for a few 
days of beachfront relaxation. There 
are beautiful beach retreats on the main 
coastline and divine lodges on islands 
just a short helicopter hop away. Please 
call us to discuss your preferences.

DAY 13 – Return to Vilanculos. 
Continue your journey in Africa or 
return home.

HIGHLIGHTS     

* Safari Game Drives  
* Private Island Experience

DAYS 1-4 – Arrive in Johannesburg 
and transfer by road to Marataba 
Safari Lodge. Spend 4 nights on safari, 
exploring this malaria-free Big 5 reserve. 
Twice daily game drives are punctuated 
with morning coffee stops in the bush 
and evening sundowners in scenic spots.

DAY 5 – Return to Johannesburg for 
an overnight stay at African Rock, a 

delightful boutique hotel in a gated 
residential area just a short drive from 
the airport.

DAYS 6-10 – An early transfer to the 
airport for your flight to Pemba in 
Mozambique, then a short helicopter 
ride to Quilalea Private Island for a 
5 night stay at Azura. Enjoy the clear 
waters of the Marine Park and some 
island relaxation.

DAY 11 – Return to Pemba – fly onwards 
to another destination or home via 
Johannesburg.
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MADAGASCAR
Madagascar is astounding. It’s the 4th largest island in the 
world, the landscapes are unique and much of its flora and 
fauna is found nowhere else on earth, including around 100 
species of lemur.
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BEST TIME TO TRAVEL

Madagascar is a year round destination, however December 
to March is monsoon season with cyclones a possibility so 
we recommend travelling between April and November. 
September to November is often the best period, it’s jacaranda 
season, many lemurs are birthing and the days are generally 
warm and dry. July and August are the coolest months, which 
can be more comfortable for exploring though some wildlife 
may be less active and therefore less easy to spot. For whale 
spotting, the best months are July to September.

INDIAN OCEAN

MOZAMBIQUE
CHANNEL

Antsiranana

COMOROS

Antananarivo
Toamasina
Pangalanes Canal

Ranomafana

Fianarantsoa

Antsirabe

Farafangana
Toliara

Ifaty

Manafiafy
Tolanaro (Fort Dauphin)

Nosy Be
Tsarabanjina

Ile Sainte Marie

Cap Sainte André

Anjajavy Reserve

MADAGASCAR

Andasibe-Mantadia 
National Park

Isalo 
National Park

Climate

Essential Information

Visa – British Citizen Passport Holders require a visa
Time difference – GMT+2

 JAN  FEB  MAR  APR  MAY JUN 
 ºC  26 26 26 25 23 21
 Rain 27 27 20 6.5 2 1

 JUL  AUG  SEP  OCT  NOV  DEC 
 ºC  20 21 24 26 27 26
 Rain 1 1 1 7.5 19 31 

°C = Average daily maximum temperature in Celsius
 R = Average monthly rainfall in centimetres
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Madagascar is, quite simply, exceptional. Naturally the lemurs 
are a highlight, there are many different species to be found 
in a host of parks and reserves. The landscapes are incredible, 
from unique limestone formations and towering baobabs to 
rivers, beaches and islands. There’s culture too, with ancient 
traditions and tribal customs very much still a part of everyday 
life. This is a destination for the experienced traveller and 
while standards are comfortable, they are not luxurious.

AMBER MOUNTAIN NATIONAL PARK
A green rainforest, covered in lush vegetation with waterfalls 
and lakes. The park is particularly rich in endemic plants and 
wildlife – orchids, ferns and 8 species of lemur, including the 
crowned lemur, the Sanford lemur and the nocturnal Aye aye 
and brown lemurs.

ANKARANA NATIONAL PARK
Visit this park to see the spectacular ‘red tsingy’. Over the 
years, ground water has eroded the limestone plateaus to 
create ‘forests’ of towering limestone needles. They are 
relatively inaccessible (‘tsingy’ translates as ‘where one cannot 
walk barefoot’) and as a result plant and animal species are still 
being discovered. The park is home to 10 species of lemur and 
54 bird species found only on the island.

KIRINDI FOREST
Some of Madagascar’s most extraordinary creatures inhabit 
this forest – from the island’s largest carnivore, the nocturnal 
and elusive fossa, to the smallest primate in the world, 
Madame Berthe’s mouse lemur. Other lemur species, including 
Verreaux’s sifaka and the hedgehog-like tenrecs live here too.

ISALO NATIONAL PARK
One of Madagascar’s most popular parks with a sandstone 
plateau that dates back to the Jurassic era. Hike through 
canyons to waterfalls and cool off in natural pools. Most of the 
wildlife here is endemic – keep an eye out for the ring-tailed 
lemur.

ZOMBITSE-VOHIBASIA NATIONAL PARK
A birder’s paradise, home to 80% of the island’s birds – and 
half of those are endemic species. The large deciduous forest 

is a transition zone between Madagascar’s dry and humid 
regions. The diverse flora and fauna includes baobabs, orchids, 
reptiles and 8 species of lemur, including the ring tailed lemur 
and Verreaux’s sifaka.

TSIMANAMPETSOTSA NATIONAL PARK
This integrated nature reserve has a spectacular lake, 17kms 
long. The landscape varies from limestone plateau covered 
with spiny forest, baobabs and banyan trees to grassy dunes 
along the coast. More than 100 bird species have been 
recorded as well as 4 lemur species.

RANOMAFANA NATIONAL PARK
An evergreen forest covers the slopes of an extinct volcano – 
among the trees, there are a number of lemur species, including 
the rare golden bamboo lemur.

ANDASIBE-MANTADIA NATIONAL PARK
The Mantadia Park and Analamazaotra Special Reserve make 
up this protected area. Both are a haven for lemurs, with 14 
species found in each. In Mantadia the nocturnal Aye aye can 
be seen on night walks and in Analamazaotra there’s the Indri, 
the largest of the lemurs that can grow to the size of a small 
child. Botanists should look out for rare orchids.

BEACHES AND ISLANDS
Madagascar has some stunning beaches, where verdant forest 
meets golden sands and azure seas. Just offshore are some 
beautiful islands – Nosy Be and the surrounding islets, with 
wild lemurs and exceptional marine life, the Sainte Marie 
archipelago off the eastern coast and many more.

HISTORIC CITIES
The capital, Antananarivo, Tana for short, was built on a rocky 
cliff and it’s worth exploring the steep cobbled streets, stone 
churches and colourful houses of the Upper Town. Ambositra 
is renowned for its Zafimaniry Art, intricate woodcarvings 
with centuries-old symbolic significance. In Antsirabe, take 
a ride in a ‘pousse-pousse’, these hand-drawn rickshaws are 
the most popular form of transport in the city. Fianarantsoa’s 
Old City, perched on the hilltop, has cobbled streets lined with 
nineteenth-century buildings.

MADAGASCAR
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CLASSIC MADAGASCAR
TAILOR-MADE / PRIVATE GUIDED SAFARI

HIGHLIGHTS     

* Lemurs * National Parks  
* Local Crafts & Culture* Rainforests  
* Beach Relaxation

DAY 1 – Arrive in Antananarivo and 
transfer to your hotel for an overnight 
stay. Depending on flight arrival times, 
enjoy a guided tour of the old city and 
the quaint Upper Town with its narrow 
cobbled streets and traditional Malagasy 
houses built entirely of wood.

DAYS 2-3 – Fly to Morondava for 2 
nights. Cruise through the mangroves 
on a pirogue, a traditional sailboat, to a 
coastal village where you’ll see the Vezo, 
semi-nomadic fishermen, return with 
their daily catch. Drive along the Alley 
of the Baobabs and visit the Kirindy 
Reserve. Some of Madagascar’s most 
extraordinary creatures including 
Madame Berthe’s lemur, the world’s 
smallest primate, and the nocturnal 
fossa, Madagascar’s largest carnivore, 

inhabit the forest. 

DAY 4 – Head inland to the highlands, 
passing through rice fields, mountains 
and traditional villages. Spend a night in 
Antsirabe, a town where the main mode 
of transport is the ‘pousse-pousse’, a 
hand-pulled rickshaw. 

DAY 5 – Continue south to Ambositra, 
a centre for Malagasy handicrafts, in 
particular the intricate woodcarvings 
of the Zafimaniry Art. See some of the 
artisans at work before driving on to 
the rainforest of Ranomafana for a tea 
plantation visit, and finally Fianarantsoa 
for a city tour and an overnight stay. 

DAYS 6-7 – The landscape changes to 
dry bush and semi-desert as you head 
to Isalo for 2 nights. Stop en route 
in Ambalavao, a town known for its 
Antemoro paper mills and enjoy a day 
walking and hiking in Isalo National 
Park, with its canyons and waterfalls 
– keep an eye open for the ring-tailed 

lemur.

DAY 8 – Drive to the coast for an 
overnight stay at Toliara, passing through 
an area known for its gemstones. Visit 
an open pit sapphire mine then onto 
Zombitse-Vohibasia Park, home to 8 
lemur species and a host of endemic 
birds.

DAYS 9-11 – Cross the mouth of the 
Onilahy River by boat to Anakao – if 
you’re travelling between June and 
September, you might see migrating 
whales. Spend 3 nights in a beachfront 
lodge. Visit Tsimanampetsotsa Park with 
its huge lake and sail to the little island of 
Nosy Ve.

DAY 12 – Fly back to Antananarivo for 
the return trip home, or extend your stay 
in Madagascar.

This is a sample itinerary which can be 
personalised for your requirements.

Clockwise from left:  
Anakao Beach, Baobab Alley, Verreaux's Sifaka Lemur



LEMURS & ISLANDS
TAILOR-MADE / PRIVATE GUIDED SAFARI

HIGHLIGHTS     

* Andasibe-Mantadia Park  
* Lemurs  
* Island Relaxation

DAY 1 – Arrive in Antananarivo and 
transfer to your hotel for an overnight 
stay.

DAYS 2-3 – Head off with your driver-
guide to Andasibe for a 2 night stay. 
The Andasibe-Mantadia National Park 
is a remarkable rainforest. There are 
14 species of lemur in the Mantadia 
Park, including the Aye aye lemur, 
and the Madagascar chameleon. 
You’ll also find hundreds of species 
of orchids, some very rare, ferns and 
walking trails through the dense forest. 
Highlights of your stay here will include 

a visit to Vakona’s Lemur Island and 
an unforgettable night walk in the 
VOIMMA Reserve.

DAY 4 – Visit the Analamazaotra 
Reserve where you might see the Indri 
lemur, one of the largest living lemurs 
with a loud, distinctive call. Your 
journey continues with a boat trip along 
the Pangalanes Canal to Akanin’ny 
Nofy on the shores of Lake Ampitabe 
for an overnight stay and a nocturnal 
Aye aye walk.

DAY 5 – Visit the Palmarium  
Reserve and botanical garden on the 
banks of the Panganales Canal, home 
to various reptiles and several species 
of lemur, including Coquerel’s sifaka. 
Continue by boat to Toamasina for an 
overnight stay.

DAYS 6-8 – Take the ferry across to 
the tropical island of Sainte Marie for 
a 3 night stay at Princesse Bora Lodge. 
Relax by the pool or on palm-fringed 
beaches – the island is peaceful and 
unspoilt. Spend some time in the 
ocean, snorkelling among coral reefs, 
wakeboarding or kite surfing. Inland, 
there are hiking trails, mountain bikes 
and guided adventures on quad bikes or 
by 4x4. Sail by pirogue to sandy banks 
and if you happen to be there in July 
and August you may spot the humpback 
whales as they migrate. Charges apply 
locally for the island activities.

DAY 9 – Fly to Antananarivo. We 
recommend an overnight stay before 
continuing your adventures in 
Madagascar or travelling to your next 
destination. 
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Clockwise from left:  
Ile Sainte Marie, Chameleon, Indri Lemur



LEMUR EXPRESS
TAILOR-MADE / PRIVATE GUIDED SAFARI

NORTHERN HIGHLIGHTS
TAILOR-MADE / PRIVATE GUIDED SAFARI

HIGHLIGHTS     

* Lemurs * Night Walk  
* Antananarivo

DAY 1 – Arrive in Antananarivo and 
transfer to your hotel for an overnight 
stay. Depending on flight arrival times, 
enjoy a guided tour of the old city and 
the Upper Town.

DAYS 2-3 – Drive to Andasibe for a 
2 night stay. En route, stop off at the 
Butterfly Farm and adjacent forest 
where there are families of relocated and 
habituated Verreaux’s sifaka and brown 
lemurs. Visit the Analamazaotra 

Special Reserve for a hike, looking out 
for Madagascar’s largest lemur, the 
Indri, and Vakona Reserve’s lemur 
island, where you can see brown lemurs, 
bamboo lemurs and ruffed lemurs, 
among others. A highlight of the stay 
will be a guided night walk in VOIMMA 
Reserve – head out with headlamps and 
torches in search of nocturnal creatures.

DAY 4 – Drive back to Antananarivo 
or extend your stay and visit more of 
Madagascar. 

For a quick lemur fix, why not add this 
short extension to your holiday in South 
Africa, Kenya or Mauritius?

HIGHLIGHTS     

* Island Escapes * Tsingy in Ankarana  
* Lemurs

DAYS 1-2 – Arrive on Nosy Be for a 2 
night stay at Manga Soa Lodge. Relax 
and enjoy the private beach and ocean 
views. Head off for a day’s exploration, 
sailing through mangroves on a pirogue 
and hiking in the Lokobe Reserve – keep 
an eye out for lemurs and the Panther 
chameleon.

DAYS 3-4 – Take a speedboat across 
to Ankify and drive to Ankarana for 
a 2 night stay at Iharana Bush Camp. 
There’s an opportunity to spot crowned 
and Sanford’s brown lemurs, see the  

 
towering limestone ‘tsingy’, caves and 
underground rivers on a guided hike in 
the park.

DAYS 5-7 – Return to Nosy Be for 3 
nights at Vanila Hotel. Relax by the pool, 
on the beach or at the spa. Helicopter, 
boat and quad bike adventures are 
available locally (at extra cost) – we 
recommend a trip to neighbouring 
islands such as Nosy Komba and Nosy 
Tanikely. 

DAY 8 – Return to the airport. 

With a direct flight from Johannesburg 
to Nosy Be, why not add this trip onto 
your South African safari?
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MAURITIUS  
& SEYCHELLES
For many, the dream ending to an African holiday is 
relaxing on an Indian Ocean beach. Sunshine, clear blue 
skies and soft white beaches: the perfect paradise.



Essential Information

Visa – British Citizen Passport Holders require a visa
Time difference – GMT+4

BEST TIME TO TRAVEL

In Mauritius, the winter months between May and October are 
most comfortable – it’s warm with less rainfall and humidity. 
The prevailing winds at this time come from the east and 
southeast so it can be a few degrees warmer and drier on the 
north and west sides of the island. However many resorts 
on the east coast are built in sheltered coves, so please call 
us to discuss which resort would be most suitable. June to 
September generally have the best conditions for surfing. 
Between November and April the temperature rises and it 
rains so expect very hot and humid conditions.

In Seychelles, the seasons are determined by the trade winds. 
From November to March the winds from the northwest bring 
the warmest temperatures and the heaviest rain. December and 
January are the wettest months. Between May and October the 
southeast winds bring slightly cooler temperatures and much 
less rain. The transition months between the seasons (April, 
May, October and November) can be the most pleasant. 

Mauritius & Seychelles  |  157

Mauritius Climate

 JAN  FEB  MAR  APR  MAY JUN 
 ºC  28 28 28 27 26 24 
 Rain 23 23 18 18 10 7.5

 JUL  AUG  SEP  OCT  NOV  DEC 
 ºC  23 23 24 25 27 28
 Rain 7.5 7.5 5 5 5 15

°C = Average daily maximum temperature in Celsius
 R = Average monthly rainfall in centimetres

Seychelles Climate

 JAN  FEB  MAR  APR  MAY JUN 
 ºC  30 30 31 31 30 29 
 Rain 28 26 16.5 17.5 12 6

 JUL  AUG  SEP  OCT  NOV  DEC 
 ºC  28 28 29 30 30 30  
 Rain 8 9.5 12 20 21.5 28

°C = Average daily maximum temperature in Celsius
 R = Average monthly rainfall in centimetres



MAURITIUS
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MAURITIUS
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Mauritius lies some two thousand kilometres off the east coast 
of Africa. With its sandy beaches, clear Indian Ocean waters 
and wide range of hotels and resorts, we think it’s a perfect 
island to combine with an African safari. In our opinion there’s 
something for everyone, whether you want to lie on a beautiful 
beach or explore. It’s also a very family-friendly island – give us 
a call to discuss your family requirements.

BEACHES & WATERSPORTS
The beaches on the west coast are protected from the trade 
winds so here you’ll find calm waters ideal for snorkelling, 
water-skiing and kayaking. For kite and wind surfing, head 
to Le Morne between May and October where the south 
easterly winds create the best conditions. Most resorts offer 
complimentary non-motorised watersports.

GOLF
In addition to Ile aux Cerfs, the island has several other golf 
courses, both 9 and 18 holes – we recommend reserving your tee 
time in advance at the more popular courses.

SEA EXCURSIONS
We love a day at sea on a speedboat or a catamaran – especially 
when we encounter pods of dolphins along the way. Swimming 
with these incredibly intelligent creatures is an experience 
you’re unlikely to forget.

ILE AUX CERFS
We highly recommend a day on this little island just off the east 
coast – the beaches are stunning, there’s a range of restaurants, 
plenty of watersports and even an 18-hole golf course. 

NATURE & ADVENTURE
Head inland and you’ll find plenty to explore. There are forested 
hills with cycling and walking trails, mountains to climb, scenic 
waterfalls, botanical gardens and a number of national parks. 
For the more adventurous we suggest some fun activities like 
zip wiring, quad bike excursions or canyoning. 

HISTORY & CULTURE
Museums, mansions and tea estates all offer a glimpse of 
the island’s rich colonial past. There’s a vibrant market in 
the capital, Port Louis, and Champs de Mars is the oldest 
racecourse in the southern hemisphere. Races take place at 
weekends from March to November. 

WINE & DINE
Mauritian food is a feast for the senses, a real fusion of French, 
Indian, Chinese and Creole flavours. Spices such as saffron, 
cinnamon and cloves are used along with local fruits and fresh 
seafood, with chillies for heat and coconut to lend a subtle 
flavour. You might want to wash it all down with a tot of rum 
from a local distillery. 

SAFARI & BEACH 
South Africa is a natural partner for Mauritius – direct flights 
from Johannesburg, Cape Town and Durban make it relatively 
straightforward to add a beach stay onto your holiday. We find 
this ‘best of both worlds’ combination is extremely popular with 
honeymooners and families. There are also direct flights from 
Nairobi to link up with a safari in Kenya.



NORTH COAST

LUX* GRAND GAUBE
Designer Kelly Hoppen has applied her fresh take on resort 
living to this retro-chic lifestyle resort, with great dining 
options and a host of sporting activities.

* 168 rooms, suites and villas
* 2 beaches, 2 pools & kids club
* Spa and wellness centre with gym
* Concept restaurants, beach bar & gin bar
* Tennis & watersports centre

NORTH COAST

20 DEGREES SUD
Hidden by an old coconut grove at the mouth of Grand Baie, 
this Relais & Châteaux hotel offers unique dining options: on 
board a vintage boat or a private island.

* 36 rooms and suites, 2 with plunge pool
* 2 pools and spa with hammam
* 3 restaurants, including the MS Lady Lisbeth
* Complimentary hobie cats, paddle boards & kayaks 
* Free boat shuttle to Grand Baie

SOUTHEAST COAST

ANANTARA IKO RESORT & VILLAS
Mauritian culture and traditions are at the heart of this 
resort on Le Chaland beach, where the team has curated a 
selection of island experiences.

* 164 rooms and suites with ocean or garden views
* Diverse selection of restaurants
* Spa with traditional hammam
* Kids Club
* Large swimming pool

NORTHWEST COAST

TROU AUX BICHES BEACHCOMBER 
A romantic resort fringed by a white sandy beach and 
turquoise lagoon, with chalet-style suites set in the expansive 
tropical gardens.

* 306 suites, many with pools
* 27 pool villas with butler service
* Mediterranean to Asian cuisine in 6 restaurants
* Kids’ and teens’ clubs
* Spa, land and watersports
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NORTHWEST COAST 

VERANDA POINTE AUX BICHES
A popular 4 star resort hotel, right on the beach, with a kids 
club for the little ones and an adults-only wing with its own 
restaurant, bar and pool.

* 85 rooms and suites
* 30 rooms in the adults-only Sandy Lane Village
* 2 pools, kids club, evening entertainment
* Wellness lounge
* Pedal boats, paddle board and kayaks

SOUTH COAST

TAMASSA
A vibrant all-inclusive resort with a party spirit, Tamassa’s 
amenities include beach movies, evening entertainment, a 
funky food truck and ice cream parlour.

* 214 chic rooms
* 4 pools, spa and fitness centre
* 2 restaurants and Chef’s food truck
* Kids’ and Teens’ clubs 
* Watersports, nightclub

NORTH COAST

CANONNIER BEACHCOMBER

A long-standing favourite with families due to its a creative 
kids club, an option to upgrade to all-inclusive and exchange 
dining with Mauricia Hotel. 

* 283 rooms and suites
* 3 restaurants and bar
* Spa built around an ancient banyan tree
* 2 swimming pools and mini golf
* Complimentary land & water activities

NORTH COAST

MAURICIA BEACHCOMBER  
RESORT & SPA
A relaxed, family-friendly resort on the north coast, 
overlooking Grand Baie and within walking distance of the 
local restaurants and bars in the lively village.

* 226 rooms, including apartments, ideal for families
* 2 restaurants serving seafood and international cuisine
* Pool and spa
* Watersports and kids’ club
* Evening entertainment most nights
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WEST COAST

LA PIROGUE
Inspired by the Mauritian fishing boats after which the hotel 
is named, La Pirogue’s thatch-roofed cottage rooms ooze 
island charm.

* 248 bright, colourful rooms 
* Set in tropical gardens on a beautiful beach
* Large pool, spa and kids club
* 2 restaurants and a relaxed café 
* Wine bar and sunset-facing beach bar

SOUTHEAST COAST

PRESKIL ISLAND RESORT
There’s a large pool at the heart of this family-friendly hotel 
set on a peninsula between the village of Mahébourg and the 
Blue Bay Marine Park. 

* 214 rooms including 2-bedroom family rooms
* 3 restaurants and 2 bars
* Infinity pool, kids pool and kids club
* Spa with sauna and hammam
* Watersports at the boat house

WEST COAST 

SUGAR BEACH GOLF  
& SPA RESORT
A lively resort, with rooms in the centrally located Manor 
House and the 2 ‘village’ wings either side, all within easy 
reach of the beautiful beach and restaurants. 

* 238 stylish rooms in north and south villages
* 3 restaurants and cafés
* 2 pools, spa and hammam
* Clubs for kids and teens
* Water and land sports 

NORTH COAST

PARADISE COVE

Classic meets contemporary chic in this boutique, adult-
only hotel, with a fine collection of restaurants ranging from 
seafood to sushi and tapas. 

* 75 rooms and suites
* Infinity pool
* Tennis, spa, paddle boards & bikes
* Complimentary water-skiing
* 4 restaurants, rum bar and wine cellar



With 115 islands to choose from, we think the Seychelles is an 
escapist’s dream. Whether you choose a resort with a wealth 
of facilities on one of the larger islands or a beachfront lodge 
on a private island, you will almost certainly be wowed by the 
turquoise blue water and the white sandy beaches.

If you’re wondering which island is right for you, read on or 
give us a call and we’ll point you in the right direction.
 

MAHÉ
All visits to the Seychelles will include Mahé at some point. 
It’s the largest island, home to the country’s capital city 
and also where you’ll find the international airport. With 
over sixty beaches and coves to explore you are spoilt for 
choice, but we think the coastline between Anse Royal in the 
southeast and Anse Louis in the southwest is particularly 
beautiful. For motorised watersports, head to Beau Vallon 
beach; away from the coast you’ll find forests and mountains, 
waterfalls and nature reserves.

PRASLIN
The second largest island in the group, Praslin is much less 
developed than neighbouring Mahé. It’s very natural with 
a sleepy, laid-back atmosphere, shallow turquoise seas and 
incredible beaches that frequently feature on ‘Top 10’ listings. 
It’s also where you’ll find the famous Coco de Mer plants as 
well as the Seychelles’ only 18-hole championship golf course. 

LA DIGUE
When we set foot on La Digue, we feel like we’ve stepped back 
in time. It’s the smallest of the three main islands and with no 

airport the only access is by boat. There are only a handful of 
cars so we suggest you hire a bike but beware, there are some 
steep hills! There are of course stunning beaches. As it’s only 
about fifteen minutes from Praslin you can visit for the day 
but we think it is better to stay and unwind.

PRIVATE ISLANDS
For a true castaway experience, we recommend you head for a 
private island – Denis Island is one of our personal favourites. 
It’s a ‘shoes off’ destination, ideal for a few days escapism.

ISLAND HOPPING
As each island has its own distinct character, we recommend 
that you split your stay and experience at least a couple of 
them. We can also arrange island-hopping day trips – from 
Praslin, for example, you can pop over to Cousin Island to see 
the seabirds or visit the giant tortoises on Curieuse.

CREOLE CUISINE
If a country is reflected in its cuisine, this is certainly true of 
the Seychelles. Creole dishes are an exotic fusion of French, 
Indian and Oriental flavours. As you might expect, seafood 
features prominently, freshly grilled fish accompanied by a 
chilli, ginger and garlic sauce. 

SEYCHELLES & SAFARI
With direct flights from Nairobi to Mahé we think a safari 
to Samburu and the Masai Mara in Kenya followed by some 
down time on a Seychelles beach is a beautiful combination. 
You can also fly to Mahé from Johannesburg and via Dubai 
or Abu Dhabi, so just ask us how to include the Seychelles in 
your tailor-made holiday.

SEYCHELLES
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“STUNNING WHITE SANDY BEACHES, CRYSTAL CLEAR WATERS, EXQUISITE PROPERTIES 
- SOME ON THEIR OWN INDIVIDUAL ISLANDS. FOR ME, THE SEYCHELLES IS ONE OF 
THE WORLDS’ TRUEST DEFINITIONS OF PARADISE.” Ceri, African Pride Tours Consultant
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MAHÉ

CARANA BEACH HOTEL
Inspired by the blue sea and lush jungle, the cool, calm 
décor of this boutique hotel on Mahé reflects its very natural 
surroundings.

* 40 chalets, 12 with plunge pool
* Restaurant and beach bar serving local cuisine
* Pool with beach cabanas
* Relaxed bar and lounge
* Spa and wellness centre

MAHÉ

AVANI BARBARONS
A modern resort hotel set on Barbarons beach, with a choice 
of dining options, a funky chill-out bar and rooms decorated 
in bright island colours.

* 124 rooms and suites
* Spa with gym and plunge pool
* Creole, International and Asian cuisine
* Kids club
* Swimming pool

MAHÉ

KEMPINSKI SEYCHELLES RESORT
Surrounded by tropical vegetation, granite rock formations 
and the azure waters of Baie Lazare, the Kempinski’s 
location epitomises the Seychelles.

* 149 rooms and suites with forest, lagoon or sea views
* Olympic-length swimming pool
* 2 restaurants, casual and fine dining
* Watersports pavilion
* Fitness centre, tennis and spa

MAHÉ

BANYAN TREE
These exceptional villas, some high on the hill and others 
closer to the beach, blend beautifully into their natural, 
tropical surroundings on Mahé’s Intendance Bay.

* 60 Créole-style villas with private pool
* Infinity pool
* Award-winning spa
* 3 restaurants and 2 bars
* Tennis, gym, snorkelling and botanical garden
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PRASLIN 

LE DOMAINE DE LA RESERVE
A delightful boutique hotel, set on Anse Petite Cour beach 
with gentle reef-protected waters that are perfect for 
snorkelling and swimming.

* 39 rooms between forested hills and the sea
* Spacious grounds
* Large swimming pool and spa
* A la carte and buffet restaurants
* Free access to the Curieuse Marine Park

PRASLIN

COCO DE MER
Named after the unique Seychelles palm tree, this hotel has 
a secluded beachfront flanked by small private beaches on 
Praslin’s west coast – perfect for sunsets.

* 40 sea facing rooms
* Adults wing with 12 junior suites, bar and pool
* 2 restaurants
* Swimming pool
* Waterfront spa; bikes for hire

LA DIGUE

LE DOMAINE DE L’ORANGERAIE
Chic, stylish and zen-like, this is a collection of beautiful 
suites and villas built from wood and natural stone, set into 
the hill above the resort on La Digue.

* 63 villas, some with outdoor hot tub
* 2 restaurants and 2 bars
* Infinity pool
* Spa with panoramic views
* Complimentary snorkelling gear and bikes

LA DIGUE

LE REPAIRE
A small beachfront hotel set in mature gardens on the 
outskirts of La Passe village – the shops and jetty are within 
walking distance.

* 18 modern rooms with garden or sea views
* Italian restaurant
* 2 small swimming pools
* Kayaks for guests’ use
* On Anse Reunion beach
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SILHOUETTE ISLAND

HILTON LABRIZ
Immerse yourself in nature here, the resort is set on a white 
sand beach with Mount Dauban, the Seychelles’ second 
highest peak, as a backdrop.

* 111 villas, some with private pool
* Spa with steam room and sauna
* Choice of dining venues
* Kids club & Giant Tortoise sanctuary
* Swimming pool and children’s pool

ISLAND HOPPING WITH CRYSTAL ESPRIT
An island-hopping cruise on board the luxurious Crystal Esprit is a relaxing way to see 
the island in style. This all-suite yacht takes a maximum of 62 passengers, in butler-
serviced suites with views. On board there’s a relaxing cocktail lounge and an outdoor bar. 
Dining venues range from the elegant Yacht Club serving classic dishes and innovative 
tasting menus to more casual lunchtime fare at the Patio Café and Sunset Grill. 

Seven night cruises in the Seychelles are offered from January to March. The cruises 
start and end in Mahé, stopping at St Anne, Praslin, La Digue, Curieuse and Aride islands 
along the way.

DENIS ISLAND

DENIS PRIVATE ISLAND 
A tiny island surrounded by protected waters that teem with 
tropical fish and beaches where sea turtles come to nest: 
Denis is an escapist’s dream.

* 25 cottages and villas, spaced out for privacy
* Restaurant dining and beach BBQs
* Guided island nature tours
* Snorkelling and kayaking
* Infinity pool



DUBAI, ABU 
DHABI & OMAN
With an excellent range of flight connections, Dubai and Abu Dhabi are popular 
stopovers en route to and from Africa. We suggest you stay for a few nights, step 
outside the airport and enjoy the excellent hotels and almost guaranteed sunshine. 
Oman offers a different experience altogether with its exotic culture, fascinating 
history and beautiful scenery.



SAUDI ARABIA

UNITED ARAB
EMIRATES

QATAR

OMAN

Al Fujairah

Sohar

Muscat
Jabal Shams

Wadi Bani Khalid

Wahiba Desert

Nizwa

Salalah Mirbaj

Hayma

Ras ad Daqm

Sur
Ibra

Abu Dhabi

Dubai

Ras Al-Khaimah

BEST TIME TO TRAVEL

You can expect to find sunshine, heat and very little rain almost 
year round however the summer months from April to October 
can be blisteringly hot. For that reason, we recommend 
November to March as the best time to visit, it’s pleasantly 
warm, certainly hot enough to enjoy the beaches and more 
comfortable for sightseeing. 
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Oman Climate

 JAN  FEB  MAR  APR  MAY JUN 
 ºC  25 26 30 35 39 40  
 Rain 1 3 1 2 1 1 

 JUL  AUG  SEP  OCT  NOV  DEC 
 ºC  38 35 36 35 31 27  
 Rain 1 1 1 1 1 1

Essential Information

Visa – British Citizen Passport Holders require a visa
Time difference – GMT+4

°C = Average daily maximum temperature in Celsius
 R = Average monthly rainfall in centimetres

Dubai & Abu Dhabi Climate

 JAN  FEB  MAR  APR  MAY JUN 
 ºC  23 24 27 32 37 38 
 Rain 1 4 1 1 1 1

 JUL  AUG  SEP  OCT  NOV  DEC 
 ºC  40 41 38 35 31 26
 Rain 1 1 1 1 1 2

°C = Average daily maximum temperature in Celsius
 R = Average monthly rainfall in centimetres
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Dubai and Abu Dhabi make great stopovers on your African 
adventure. The shopping malls are legendary, there are 
fabulous theme parks, adrenalin-fuelled adventures and 
sublime sandy beaches – how about stopping for a few days on 
your way home for some post-safari fun in the sun?

Where to stay
The hotel scene in both is ever evolving, so we recommend 
choosing a hotel that is well located for what you want to do 
and see. Give us a call to talk through the options. In Dubai we 
recommend Jumeirah Beach for the excellent family-friendly 
resorts and we like the relaxed feel to the Marina and JBR 
(Jumeirah Beach Residence) district with its promenade and 
cafés. Downtown Dubai is great for a short stay as it’s handy for 
visits to Burj Khalifa and the Dubai Mall.

Abu Dhabi has a very different feel to Dubai, you’ll see more 
tree-lined avenues and manicured gardens as well as towering 
skyscrapers and malls. Saadiyat Island is our favourite spot for 
sandy beaches and we like the compact feel to Yas Island. The 
Corniche area has a lovely waterfront promenade with cafés, 
restaurants, fountains, children's play areas and a beach.

To make best use of your time, we recommend booking your 
sightseeing in advance, we’ll happily make the arrangements. 
These are some of our favourite things to do.
 

DUBAI
Burj Khalifa
A masterpiece of modern engineering at 828 metres tall. The 
speed of the lift up to the observation deck on the 124th floor 
left us speechless and the views took our breath away.

Desert Dune Safari 
A thrilling, high octane drive over the dunes followed by an 
Arabian meal and some traditional entertainment. 

Malls & Souks 
The gold and perfume souks of the old town offer a traditional 
experience while the glitzy modern malls are entertainment 
centres in their own right – you’ll even find an aquarium and 
indoor ski slope.

Water & Theme Parks
A large choice of waterparks, big name theme parks and even a 
world of snow in the desert offer fun for all the family.

Scenic Flights
To get a real appreciation of Dubai’s incredible coast and 
skyline, we think it’s best to see it from the air. The seaplanes 
are a fun way to do this.

ABU DHABI
Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque 
It’s a hugely impressive building, with eighty domes, gold plated 
chandeliers and the world's largest hand woven carpet.

Saadiyat Island
We think Saadiyat’s pristine beaches are among the best in 
the area, but there is also golf and even a branch of the Louvre 
Museum.

Formula 1
The racetrack is on Yas Island but if you’re not visiting for the 
Grand Prix you can still experience an adrenalin rush at the 
Ferrari World Theme Park. 

DUBAI & ABU DHABI
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Oman is an utterly fascinating country, much more low rise and low key than it’s glitzy 
neighbours. There’s a rich heritage going back centuries and a natural beauty that 
can’t fail to impress. The mountains hide wadis lined with palm trees, forts, castles and 
canyons to explore. Spend a night under the desert stars and experience the thrill of 
driving over dunes. We think travelling by road is the best way to see and experience 
Oman so we recommend a tailor-made itinerary.

OMAN

ITINERARY SUGGESTION

DAY 1 – Arrive in Oman and transfer 
to your hotel in Muscat.

DAY 2 – Visit the Sultan Qaboos 
Grand Mosque before heading out 
of Muscat with your driver/guide 
and into the mountains. Stop at the 
World Heritage Site at Bahla Fort 
and Jabreen Castle en route to Jabal 
Shams. At just over three thousand 
metres, Jabal Shams is Oman’s highest 
peak – spend the night here and take a 
walk in the Grand Canyon.

DAY 3 – Continue on to Nizwa where 
you can climb the twisting staircase 
to the top of the tower at Nizwa Fort – 
the views are magnificent. 

DAY 4 – Take a look at the old mud 
houses in Ibra en route to the Wahiba 
Desert. Known as the sea of sand, 
you’ll experience the thrill of dune 
driving and spend a night in a desert 
camp.

DAYS 5-6 – The clear pools of water 
at Wadi Bani Khalid offer a chance to 
cool off before a walk through Wadi 
Shab, the ‘gorge between cliffs’. Finish 
off with a couple of nights in Muscat, 
where you’ll have a city tour and time 
to explore.

There are direct flights from Muscat 
to Zanzibar, so why not fly to the Spice 
Island, which was once part of the 
Omani empire, and enjoy some beach 
relaxation after your tour.

Clockwise from below:  
Mountain Scenery, Grand Mosque in Muscat, Omani Kuba Hats
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USEFUL  
INFORMATION
QUOTES AND CONFIRMATIONS
These will be produced following 
instructions and information received 
from you or your travel agent and will 
show the flight and ground arrangements 
being provided or held on your behalf. 
They will also include other useful 
information such as advice on local laws 
and customs, credit card and currency 
use, driving advice, electricity wattage 
and gratuities in addition to a range of 
other useful advice. Please read this 
information carefully.

DEPOSITS
The usual deposit will be 15% of the total 
cost per person with a minimum deposit 
of £300 per person. However, certain 
accommodation and other products 
require a higher deposit to secure the 
reservation. You or your travel agent will 
be advised of the required deposit at the 
time of booking. Deposits are non-
refundable and subject to our booking 
conditions.

TRAVEL INSURANCE
It is essential that comprehensive travel 
insurance is in place for all travellers 
named on the booking from the date of 
paying your deposit to the date of return. 
The cover, terms and conditions should 
match your travel and activities for the 
whole duration of the trip including 
any additional accommodation, travel 
arrangements and activities booked 
by you. We will require details of 
your insurance provider and policy 
number.

PASSPORT AND VISA 
REQUIREMENTS
Information relating to passport and visa 
requirements will be included in your 
quotation and confirmation and based 
on British Citizens holding a 10 year 

passport. Ensuring that your passport 
is valid and visas are obtained is your 
own responsibility and whilst advice is 
provided we cannot be held responsible 
if you not able to travel as a result of 
failings in your passport or visas. The 
UK Passport Service may be contacted 
on www.passport.gov.uk and links to 
various Embassies, High Commissions 
and Consulates are shown on our website 
www.african-pride.co.uk

HEALTH REQUIREMENTS
The main health requirements for the 
destinations we feature will be included 
in your quotation and confirmation. Such 
information is for your guidance and you 
should consult with your GP or other 
medical authority to ascertain the latest 
requirements for each destination you 
are visiting. Should these change prior 
to travel we will endeavour to advise 
you or your travel agent but we cannot 
be held responsible for any omission or 
amendment to health requirements as 
they can change without notice.

SAFETY 
We take the safety of our clients 
very seriously. The Foreign & 
Commonwealth Office (FCO) issues 
travel advice on destinations, which 
includes information on passports, visas, 
health, safety and security. It is important 
you visit www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-
advice before deciding to travel. In 
certain parts of Africa, wild game roams 
freely. Every precaution is taken by the 
lodges to ensure your safety but you will 
usually be asked to sign a disclaimer on 
checking in and abide by their local rules 
and regulations.

SPECIAL REQUESTS
We will endeavour to assist and 
accommodate any special request 

you may have e.g. special dietary 
requirements, airport assistance, 
mobility restrictions etc. Please ensure 
this information is given to us or 
your travel agent as soon as possible. 
However, nothing will be guaranteed 
unless shown as part of our formal 
written confirmation. Whenever 
possible, providing we are advised of such 
restrictions, we will endeavour to provide 
information relating to accessibility.

CHILDREN 
We will be pleased to provide guidance 
and advice on the suitability of holiday 
types and accommodation for children of 
all ages. This is particularly important in 
game viewing areas and our experience 
in putting together family holidays will 
ensure that your requirements are met.

AIRLINE RESERVATIONS  
AND TICKETS
Flight reservations are made in 
compliance with the airlines’ schedules 
at the time of booking and are subject 
to change. Should this occur we will 
make every effort to contact you or your 
travel agent and assist as per our booking 
conditions. Specific seat requests may 
be made on most airlines and usually 
attract a payment. Some flights within 
Africa and the Indian Ocean may be on 
light aircraft and there are often personal 
weight and/or baggage restrictions. 
If a passenger does not comply with 
these then permission to travel may 
be withdrawn by the airline or charter 
company.

AIRPORT TAXES AND ADDITIONAL 
CHARGES
All airport taxes and additional charges 
as known at the time of booking are 
shown in the quotation and confirmation. 
However, these can change at any 
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time and should this happen we will 
endeavour to advise you or your travel 
agent as soon as possible. Some taxes 
and charges need to be paid locally 
and are your responsibility. We will 
endeavour to advise you of these but 
cannot be held liable for any omissions 
or changes.

BAGGAGE ALLOWANCE
Baggage allowance limits are usually 
strictly enforced and differ between 
airlines both internationally and 
domestically and by class of travel. 
Details of the latest information relating 
to the limits allowed will be supplied 
with your travel documents but can be 
checked further on the airline’s own 
website. Light aircraft flights usually 
have lower limits in terms of size, weight 
and type of bag and will be advised with 
your documents.

FLIGHT DELAYS AND DENIED 
BOARDING
Should a delay to your flight occur, 
then arrangements for meals, 
accommodation etc. are usually met by 
the airline, subject to their terms and 
conditions, which may be found on the 
airline’s own website. Under the Denied 
Boarding, Cancellation and Delay 
Regulations you may be entitled to 
compensation from the airline, refer to 
www.caa.co.uk for more information.

ACCOMMODATION CHECK-IN
Check-in at your accommodation is 
usually from 15:00 with check-out 
between 10:00-12:00. For early  
arrivals and late departures, it is 
recommended that an earlier or later 
arrangement be made, usually at a 
full night’s charge, although this can 
sometimes be arranged locally for an 
additional charge. 

OVERSEAS ASSISTANCE
Should you need assistance whilst you 
are overseas then details of our local 
travel partners’ and our own 24/7 
emergency UK contact numbers are 
included with your travel documents, 
whereupon efforts will be made to assist 
you as necessary.

ACCURACY IN THIS BROCHURE
Every effort is taken to ensure the 
accuracy of the information in this 
brochure. However, changes to such 
information can be made at any time 
and we reserve the right to make 
such changes after publication of 
this brochure. As far as possible, the 
quotation and travel documents will 
contain relevant information and where 
we are notified of such changes we 
will make every effort to advise you or 
your travel agent. However, should we 
not be able to do so we cannot be held 
liable for such changes. We accept no 
responsibility for information and advice 
provided by any third party websites 
shown herein.

PRICES
All prices shown on our quotations  
are subject to change owing to airfare  
and ground product increases and 
currency rate fluctuations. We will 
provide you with the best value prices 
applicable at the time of booking. 
Our booking conditions show further 
information in this regard see  
www.african-pride.co.uk 

YOUR PRIVACY
We take our responsibilities seriously 
and comply with all relevant legislation 
relating to your privacy and your data. 
Please refer to our Booking Terms & 
Conditions on our website www.african-
pride.co.uk for further details
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